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BILLS (3): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING

1. War Service Land Settlement Scheme
Act Amendment Binl.

Bill received from the Assembly: and,
on motion by the Hon. N. E. Baxter
(Minister for Health), read a first
time.

2. Metropolitan Region Town Planning
Scheme Act Amendment Bill.

3. State Housing Act Amendment Bill.
Bills received from the Assembly; and,

on motions by the Ron. N. McNeill
(Minister for Justice), read a first
time.
House adjourned at 9.46 p.m.

UEgolatinr Akloirmblll
Wednesday, the 11th September, 1974

The SPEAKR (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (40): ON NOTICE
1. FERTILISER

Gyplap
Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) Further to question 36 of Thurs-

day, 5th September, would he give
details of extent of trials under-
taken to assess the utilisation of
Gyplap as a fertiliser, i.e., ton-
nages used in total and per hec-
tare, method of application, time
of application, and soil types?

(2) Would he advise of any result or
conclusion to date?

Mr MePHARUIN replied:
(1) Rates containing sulphur levels

from nil to 12 kg per hectare were
top dressed in autumn on to small
plots of sandy surfaced soils sus-
pected of being sulphur deficient.
Total tonnage was less* than one
tonne for all trials.

(2) Gyplap was less efficient than
gypsum as a source of sulphur
in terms of sulphur content and
no other harmful or beneficial ef-
fect was observed.

PROBATE
Family Companies: Governing

Director's Share-
Mr CRANE. to the treasurer:

In view of the urgenc y in the
matter of restructuring family
companies involving a governing
director's share, would he indi-
cate when legislation will be intro-
duced to amend the Death Duties
Assessment Act, 1973?

3.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The matter is still under study.
I anticipate making a statement
in the near future.

WATER SUPPLIES
Country and Irrigation Schemes:

Losses
Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

Would he advise the annual fin-
ancial loss incurred by supply-
Ing-
(a) the country water supplies

scheme;
(b) Irrigation water.
from the Wellington, Samson,
Logue Brook, Harvey and Stirling
catchmnents in each year since
1968?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(a) Great southern towns scheme:

Source Wellington Dam.
Financial

Year loss

1967-68
1968-69
1969-70
1970-71
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74

(b) (i) Waroona
trict:
Source
Dam, als
roona an
Dam.

Year

741 596
905448

... 996325
.- 1296480
.. 14608391

1727722
1888749

irrigation dis-

Samson Brook
0 includes Wa-
d Drakes Brook

Financial
loss

1967-68 ... 123 048
1968-69 .. .128403

1969-70 ... 1418399
1970-1.. .. 136 550
1971-72 : ..... 129 702
1972-73 ... .... 131 452
1973-74 .... .. 151 160

(ii) Harvey irrigation district:
Source Logue Brook Dam,
Harvey Dam and Stirling
Dam.

Financial
Year loss

1967-8
1968-69
1909-70
1970-7 1
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74

317 777
-. 337 106
.. 334066
... 471 254

381 003
374566
417572
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(iii) Collie irrigation district:
Source Wellington Dam.

Financial
Year loss

1967- 68
1988-69
1969-70
1970-71
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74

322 530
341 690
376 971
387 274
381 436
3786644
438691

DAIRYING
Assistance Schemes: Cost

Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Would he advise the yearly cost

to the State of the-
(a) Dairy Farm Improvement

Scheme;
(b) Dairy Farm Consolidation

Plan?
(2) What has been the yearly amount

expended under the Marginal
Dairy Farms Scheme?

(3) Can he advise the cost of admninis-
tration of each scheme?

Mr McPHARLIN replied;
(1) (a) and (b) The Dairy Farm im-

provement Scheme was amal-
ganmated with the Dairy Farm
Consolidation Plan in 1965.

1970-71 1971-72 1972-73 1973-74
$ $ S $

AdMlmlstratioc. costs 17 045 16 405 13 407 10 576
Write-off excess

clearing costs--------17 429 10686 25 000

Total......17945 3834 3093 35576

(2) 1970-71-$296 430
1971-72-$377 320
1972-73-$i19) 170
1973-74-$71 000 subject to audit.

(3) For Dairy Farm Consolidation
plan as In ( 1).-
For Marginal Dairy Farm Recon-
struction Scheme:
1970-71-$21 197
1971-72-$27 607
1972-73--$0504
1973-74-$3 953

5. WEST EtISSELTON SCHOOL
Classrooms

Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education;

Has his department made any pro-
visions for additional classrooms
at the West Busselton primary
school, and If so, would he provide
details?

Mr MENSAROS. replied:
Two classrooms and a resource
centre are to be erected. Tenders
have been let for the project.

6. EASTERN GOLDPLELD)S HIGH
SCHOOL

Extension of Sports Ground
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education;

if Town Planning approval is
sought and is forthcoming, for
extension of the area of the pro-
posed oval attached to the new
Eastern Ooldfields Senior High
School, would the Education De-
partment support the provision of
additional water supply that may
be required to grass an increased
area and approve of the cost of
extension and grassing of the
oval?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
The investigation of the exten-
sion of the oval has not raised
the possibility of needing addi-
tional land. Water use is gov-
erned by availability and this mat-
ter is also under investigation.

7. EASTERN GOLDFIELDS
HIGH SCHOOL

Extension of Sports Ground
Mr T, D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) What is the circumference of the

proposed oval for the new East-
ern Goldfields Senior High School
within the Adeline subdivision at
Kalgoorlie?

(2) What procedures would this
school be required to follow to
have the area of the oval
extended?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
( 1) and (2) The final area of the

oval is currently under investiga-
tion with a view to providing for
an adequate running track around
the periphery.
The investigation is taking into
consideration the land available,
the availability of water and the
needs of the school for sporting
facilities.

8. SCHOOLS
Homework Periods

Mr BATEMAN, to the Miister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:

What are the prescribed homework
period times recommended by the
Curriculum and Research Branch
of the Education Department for
primary school students in grades
1. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7?

4.
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Mr MENSAROS replied:
Education Department regulations
prohibit the giving of formal writ-
ten home lessons to children in
grades 1-5 of a primary school.
Children in grades 6 and '7 may be
given home lessons which occupy
a reasonable time. Most teach-
ers would Interpret this as 1-1
hours Per week. Voluntary work
done at home, however, may oc-
cupy more time than this and is
often requested by parents of
grades 1-5 pupils.

9. FORRESTFIELD HIGH
SCHOOL
Sewerage

Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Is it true that a septic system is

to be installed at the new For-
restfield high school?

(2) Will he state why the school is
not to be connected to the deep
sewerage system that has been
installed to service land recently
subdivided in Forrestfield?

(3) Is it intended that the school will
be serviced by deep sewerage in
the future; if so, when?

(4) Is he aware that some responsible
people have predicted that the
proposed effluent disposal system
will fall and that the school
should be serviced by deep sewer-
age from the outset?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(2)

(3)

Yes.
The design of the existing scheme
will not carry the load.
This is the intention, but a date
for its implementation cannot be
predicted as sewerage amplifica-
tion will depend on further devel-
opment of the area and this is
tied to demand for building sites
and availability of finance.

(4) No.

0. LESMUEDIE SCHOOL
Additions

Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Will he state what arrangements

have been made for the comple-
tion of major additions to the
Lesmurdie primary school follow-
ing the failure of the firm origin-
ally awarded the contract?

(2) If no special requirement is being
demanded of the contractor to
bring about a speedy completion,
will he insert a special condition
in the contract accordingly?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) and (2) The contract with Hobbs

and Walters Pty. Ltd. (in liquida-
tion) was determined as at Friday,

30th August. All subcontracts and
suppliers' orders are to be as-
signed to the Minister for Works.
A programme of completion is
being developed with the definite
aim of occupation for the 1975
school year.

1. MIDLAND RAILWAY
WORKSHOPS

Loss of Working Hours
Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) At the railway workshops, Mid-

land, what were the number of
working hours lost per 100 work-
ers due to accidents involving
workers for the last full year prior
to workers' compensation pay-
ments being increased to 100%.

(2) What was the figure per 100 work-
ers at Midland for the year ended
30th June, 1974 with respect to
workers' compensation?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Year ended 30/6/72-1323 hours

Per 100 workers.
(2) Year ended 30/6/74-2207 hours

per 100 workers.
Mr Taylor: It looks as though the

workers returned to work before
they were properly well in order to
get some money, doesn't it?

12. LAND
Maltomets Flats Subdivision

Mr CARE, to the Minister for Lands:
(1> With regard to the Mahomets

Flats subdivision, lots 2634 and
2635, plan 13181. being purchased
by the Geraldton Town Council,
what stage has been reached to-
wards the transfer of title docu-
ments?

(2) Are there any problems still out-
standing?

(3) When does the Minister antici-
pate the council will be in receipt
of the title documents?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) and (2) Awaiting gazettal of

amendments to the Geraldton
Townsite boundaries which should
be effected within two weeks.

(3) It Is expected the Crown grants
will be issued to the Land Titles
Office within two weeks.

13. SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS
Geraldtan District: Construction

and Renovation
Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) Will the Minister list all construc-

tions, renovations and additions
Performed to schools in Geraldton
during 1973 and 1974?

1371
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(2) Will the Minister indicate the cost
of each project?

(3) Will he provide a breakdown of
the sources of the finance in each
ease, i.e., Western Australian Gov-

ment?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) to (3)-

Govern-

common. State
wealth fends
funds

8
(a) AUlendale

3 clasrooms, bitumen play area
and retaining wall...........84 455

lteplacemnene ofwasr reuicuiacion

(b) Ileachlanda3
Jostalarion of a ne. stairwell....

(c) Bluff' Point
3classrns, toilet and carpark

(proposed) ... .- -1
Llbrary-resouree Centre (pro-

posed) ..
Storm water drainage to the oval
Root repairs .. .. ..

(d) Geraldton primary school
Staff toilets I .. ...
Flysoreens and new ceilings

(e) Oeralton senior high
2 science laboratories
Miedicall Centre.
Homne economics Centre
Verndah enclosure, Plus
tale paving works.

cer-

(f) Oeraidton training Centre
New building

(g) Ilongeway
3 Moons...... ...
Library-resource Centre
white ant treatment. ...
Lkpairs to septic system ..
Ground improveents ... ..

(b) John A;vtllc...k (.new shool)
Tender Contrac t let ... ..

14.

Mr
Ing

(1)

43 000

10 558

73 901
17 G00

177 380

42 447

700

420

110 000

940
71'0

1 850

35 863

ago

56 800

160280
380

310 000

SCHOOLS
Geraldton District: Survey
CARR, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Education:
Has the Education Department
surveyed the need for new prim-
ary schools in the Geraldton areas
of Tarcoola, South Rangeway and
East Bluff Point?

(2) If "Yes" what timetable, if any,
is placed on new schools at-
(a) Tarcoola;
(b) South Rangeway (joint site

with John Willeock High
School);

(c) East Bluff Point (Anderson
Street site)?

(3) If 'No" to (1), will the Minister
have such a survey conducted?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No firm timetable has been deter-

mined.
(3) Answered by (1).

15. TRAFFC
Crossing Attendant: Allendale School

Mr
fie:

CARR, to the Minister for Trat-

(1) Is he aware that following the
decision of the Geraldton Town
Council to hand over control of
traffic to the Police Department,
the council has advised the cross-
walk attendant on Rowe Street,
outside Allendale school, that his
employment by the council will
terminate on 30th September,
1974?

(2) Is he aware that Rowe Street is
part of a busy four-lane bypass
and that the majority of the 520
students at the school have to
cross this road?

(3) Will he give an assurance that the
police traffic authority will take
over the employment of this at-
tendant from 30th September,
thus ensuring there will be no
break of continuity In supervision
of this crosswalk?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (3) Yes.

16. PRICES CONTROL
Freight Component

Mr CARE, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:
(1) Does the Consumer Protection

Bureau or the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs have the Power to
examine price differentials be-
tween metropolitan and country
prices In order to determine whe-
ther the extent of markups for
freight is justified?

(2) If "Yes" will he have extensive
inquiries conducted into these dif-
ferentials which are a major
cause of discontent to country
residents?

(3) If "No" to (1), will he introduce
amendments to the necessary led-
islation to Provide this power?

Mr GRAYIDEN replied:
(1) The Consumer Protection Bureau

and/or the Consumer Affairs
Council has no statutory power to
examine Prices. However, with
the co-operation of individuals and
companies has conducted an
investigation into the price of beer
and into all aspects of prices in
the north-west. The Government
has recently requested the Com-
missioner for Consumer Protec-
tion to conduct a similar investi-
gation into prices in the Kimberley
region.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Not at this stage.
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17. B3US SERVICE
Geraldton

Mr CARE, to the Minister for Trans-
port:
(1) Has the Minister given considera-

tion to the need for a bus service
in Oeraldton?

(2) If "Yes" what conclusions has he
drawn?

(3) If "Na" to (1), will he do so?
(4) In view of the possible unprofit-

able nature of such a service, has
he considered the need either to
subsidise a bus service or form a
Geraldton Transport Trust, simi-
lar to the MT'?

(5) If "Yes" to (4), what conclusions
has he drawn?

(6) If "No" to (4), will he give such
consideration?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Representations were received

from the Oeraldton Town Council
which was requested to supply
particulars of suggested routes and
timetables in order to form an
estimate of the operating costs
and fare structure.
A plan of proposed routes was sup-
plied by the council but was con-
sidered to need revision to achieve
the best operating economy. Fol-
lowing a discussion between the
Town Clerk and the Commissioner
of Transport on 31st July last, the
matter has been left for further
consideration upon submission of
a revised route plan and suggested
timetables-

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Answered by (1).
(4) The object of the action. referred

to in the reply to (1) is to form
an estimate of what financial
assistance, if any, would be
required to support a service. This
could form the basis of considera-
tion by both the council and the
Government concerning their
respective contributions towards
any operating losses If a service
is introduced it should be con-
ducted by private enterprise. The
Government would not contem-
plate setting up a special Trust,
similar to the MTT.

(5) Answered by (4).
(6) Answered by (4).

18. MEDICAL TREATAMNT AND
REMEDIAL EDUCATION

Travel Concessions
Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Community Wel-
fare:

Will the Minister detail all allow-
anices and concessions available to
country people required to travel

to Perth for specialised or emer-
gency medical treatment or for
remedial education requirements?

Mr RIDGE replied:
A similar question was asked by
the Hion. 0. E, Masters in the
Legislative Council and replied to
as follows on the 8th August.
1974-

North of the 26th Parallel the
medical Department provides
air travel for all persons
provided-
(i) specialist treatment is re-

quired;
(ii) the treatment has been

recommended by the local
doctor;

(lII) the treatment Is approved
by the Commissioner of
Public Health.

South of the 26th parallel, as-
sistance Is also provided by the
Medical Department with trans-
port where school-age children
of needy families require medical
treatment In the city. This is
normally arranged through
Social Workers at PMH and
bus/train warrants are issued
and may also Include escorts
where required.
Where financial hardship is
established then assistance is
also available from the Depart-
ment for Community Welfare
for children or the parents and
may be available from all parts
of the State not provided for
by the Medical Department.
Accommodation
Facilities for provision of ac-
commnodation for persons re-
quiring out patient medical
treatment are rather limited
(non existent). Many are able
to arrange private accommoda-
tion with relatives, but where
extreme situations arise the De-
partment for Community Wel-
fare will endeavour to assist
financially.
Other
Assistance may also be provided
by the Department for Com-
munity Welfare with bus/train
fares, etc. in the metropolitan
area to enable attendance at
treatment centre. In extreme
circumstances financial assist-
ance may also be provided for
living expenses.

In relation to remedial education
the Department for Community
Welfare Will assist with fares for
the Parent and child in. cases of
financial hardship where they are
required to visit the city for assess-
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ment. Where possible and when
no alternatives are available every
endeavour Is made to assist with
accommodation.

19. ENVIhON31ENTAL
PROTECTION

Cockburn Sound: Sea GraTs$ , and
Industrial Effluent

Mr A. R. TONKIN4, to the Minister
for Conservation and Environment:
(1) What has caused the decline In

the health and density of sea grass
on the industrial eastern shore of
Cockburn Sound?

(2) What chemical modification of the
waters of Cockburn Sound have
occurred in recent years?

(3) Why has the patch of sea grass
near Kwinana wreck Persisted
while other meadows nearby have
been denuded?

(4) What wastes are discharged into
Cockburn Sound by each of the
following industries and what leg-
islative authority is there for such
discharges-

Cummings Smith British Petrol-
eum;

Australian Iron and Steel;
Broken Hill Proprietary Ltd.;
British Petroleum;
State Electricity Commission;
Cockburn Cement;
Alcoa;
Western Mining Corporation;
Ewinana Nitrogen Company;
Chemical Industries (Kwlnana)

Pty. Ltd.:
Commonwealth Industrial

Gases;
Steel mains Pty. Ltd.;
Newbold General Refractories

Ltd.?
(5) What chemicals are contained in

cooling water discharged into
Cockburn Sound?

(0) What evidence can be adduced in
support of the answer to (5) ?

(7) What is the cause of the marked
increase in the eutrophication of
Cockburn Sound?

(8) What remedial action is proposed
to deal with the marked increase
in the eutrophication?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) It is believed that one of the con-

tributing factors may be industrial
effluents discharged into the
sound.

(2) Many minor changes are almost
impossible to identify. It is con-
sidered that the greatest changes
may have occurred as a6 result of
over-enrichment by Phosphates,
nitrates and orgaicos.

(3) This has not been scientifically
explored but it is perhaps related
to the unusual water movement
In the sound,

(4) The Member Will appreciate that
he is asking for a great amount
of information. This type of
Inormation will be available in
due course, pursuant to studies
underway as I will mention
shortly. Special Agreement Acts
passed by State Parliament give
rights of discharge under certain
conditions to, for example:-

CSBP (Clause 27 of the Indus-
trial Lands (Kwinana)
Agreement Act No. 93 of
1964).

Broken Hill Pty. Ltd. (Clause
29 of the Broken. Hill Pty.
Company Integrated Steel
Works Agreement Act No.
67 of 1960), and

Western Mining Corporation
(Clause 16 of the Alumina
Refinery Agreement Act No.
3 of 1961).

Where no Agreement Act exists
the Fremantle Port Authority has
the power to make regulations
controlling the discharge of waste
into the sound under subsection 65
(3a) (b) of the Fremnantle Port
Authority Act, No. 17 of 1902.

(5) Research to date has been directed
to finding out the effects on the
Cockburn Sound ecology. With-
out the industrial co-operation it
is not possible to state the type
of chemical and the volumes
which are discharged.

(6) Some studies have already been
made and reports produced. These
reports are currently being re-
viewed.

(7) Answered by (6).
(8) Industrial co-operation is being

achieved by the Environmental
Protection Authority in liaison
with consultants and the Fre-
mantle Port Authority.

20. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rangeland Management Section; Officers

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Agriculture:
(1) How many professional officers

were employed within the range-
land management section of the
Department of Agriculture as at
30th June in-
(a) 1965;
(b) 1970;
(c) 1974?

(2) In general terms, what are the
Qualifications of these officers?)

(3) Where are they located?
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Mr MePHARLIN replied:

(1) As at 30th June in each of the
Years 1965, 1970 and 1974 the num-
ber of Professional officers em-
ployed on rangeland management
duties was eight, eleven and
thirteen.

(2) The qualification of these officers
is a University bachelor degree in
agricultural science in Most cases,
or science. One has attained a
Masters degree.

(3) As at June, 1974, officers were
located at Kununurra, Derby,
Carnarvon, Meekatharra. Fal-
goorlie and South Perth.

21. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Arid Land-use Policy

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Has the Department of Agriculture
an arid-zone land-use policy?

(2) If so, will he table the details?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) The policy Includes:-

(a) The principle of conservative
stocking to preserve the range-
land (pastoral) resource and
to protect the environment
while permitting continued
use and productivity.

(b) A programme of rehabilitation
of degraded rangeland by
means of controlled grazing
and the application of scienti-
fic principles in relation to
pasture re-establishment,

(c) The evaluation of range con-
dition and the compilation of
a detailed Inventory of range
condition data by means of
regional surveys.

(d) The setting up of a series of
range monitoring sites to
evaluate changes in range
condition. Use is made of the
most recent technical ad-
vances, including aerial
photography and remote
sensing techniques.

(e) Continuing studies on soil/
plant/animal reaction in con-
trolled experiments on both
station properties and depart-
mental research centres.

(f) The provision of an extension
service to assist pastoralists,
in formulating and applying
sound management practices.

22. DRIVERS' LICENSES
Testing Facilities at Morley,

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) Has the Minister given considera-

tion to the Provision of testing
facilities at Morley for those wish-
ing to obtain motor vehicle
drivers' licenses?

(2) If "Yes" what action can be ex-
pected and what Is the rationale
of the decision given?

(3) If "No" to (1), will he consider
the matter?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The desirability and need for the

provision of driver testing facilities
at Morley is not In question. I am
unable, however, having regard to
the present severe limitations of
staff and finance to give a firm
assurance that action may be im-
plemented at an early date.

(3) Answered by (1).

23.

24.

LAND
Coastal Regions: Research into Use
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Lands:

Is be aware that the New South
Wales Government has initiated a
land capability study, in conjunc-
tion with the CSIRO's Division of
land-use research relating to a
12 800 km2 coastal region?

Mr RIDGE replied:
Yes. It Is Presumed that the
Member is referring to the South
Coast Land Capability Study as
announced by the N.S.W. Minister
for Environmental Control in
April, 1972.

MINING
State Forests andi Timber Reserves

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN. to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) What authority approves

mining within State forest
timber reserves under-
(a) current legislation;

of
and

(b) recommendations of the com-
mittee of inquiry Into the
Mining Act?

(2) (a) Is the specific concurrence of
the Minister for Mines re-
quired in the disposal of
Crown land under the Land
Act 1933, including for
reserves set aide by the
Governor;
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(b) what was the recommenda-
tion of the committee of
inquiry into the Mining Act In
this regard?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) (a) The warden may prant pros-
pecting areas.
The Minister for Mines may
approve mineral claims.
The Governor may approve
mining leases.

(b) The Minister for Forests.
(2) (a) The approval of the Minister

for Mines is required for the
leasing, granting or disposal
under the Land Act 1933 of
Crown land situated within a
goldfield or mineral field, but
is not required for reserves set
aside by the Governor.

(b) That this requirement be
deleted from the Mining Act.

25. ABATITOIR$
Meat Inspection

Mir H. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

How does he reconcile his answer
of 21st August, 1974 in which he
stated that operators of abattoirs
in areas where meat is not in-
spected derive no cost advantage
with his answer of 28th August,
1974 which states that no charge
is levied in the case of the 20
abattoirs which do not have the
services of an inspector?

Mr RIDGE replied:
Meat produced at slaughterhouses
in areas not covered by the Meat
Inspection and Branding Regula-
tions cannot be sold in areas where
the Regulations operate. It there-
fore precludes the operator from
trading in the majority of the
State and confines him to the
supply of a very limited local
demand...

26. RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
SCHEME

Applications and Funds

Mr H. D3. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many applications have been

received for rural reconstruction
in each of the last 12 months?

(2) How many of these applications
were for debt reconstruction and
how many for farm buildup?9

(3) What was the amount of finance
loaned for debt reconstruction and
farm buildup in this period?

(4) What funds are still available to
the Rural Reconstruction Auth-
ority under its present arrange-
ment with the Commonwealth
Government, and when will the
scheme be reviewed?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
(1) and (2)-

September 19730 br1973
November 1973 ..
December 1973 ..
January 1974
February 1974
March 1974
April 1974
May II

June I
July I
Angus

27.

28.

A pplications Received
Debt Farm

Iteconstrution Build-up
:3 9
3 B
4 13
27

2
2

*74.. 1
974 1
t974 II

Total ... 03

a
.3

10
8
.7

is

117

(3) Debt reconstruction-$977 471.
Farm build-up $3 449 790.

(4) Funds still available to 30th June,
1975, $4 343 563.
Industries Assistance Commission
will be receiving submissions in
the near future and will be pre-
paring a report on the scheme.

LAND
Kimberley: Erosion

Mr H. D3. EVANS, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Adverting to question 42 of 28th

August, 1974, has the pastoral
appraisement board studied a
report on soil erosion in the
Kimberley region?

(2) What recommendations are con-
tained In the report?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) The Pastoral Appraisement Board

is considering such a report.
(2) It would be premature to announce

recommendations before consid-
eration by the Minister and the
Government and before the pas-
toralists concerned are advised.

TEACHERS
Transfler and Recruitment

Mr T. D3. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) How many instances have there

been this Year of teachers having
been appointed to particular
schools, subsequently have been
transferred, after having taken up
their appointments at the first-
mentioned schools, so as to make
way for teachers recruited from
beyond the State to take up ap-
pointmnents at the flrstmentioned
schools?
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(2) When teachers are recruited by
the Education Department from
beyond the State, are assurances
given, or have any assurances
been given, that teachers recruited
will be given appointments in the
metropolitan area?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) On no occasion has a teacher been

transferred to make way for the
appointment of a teacher from
overseas, but in three Instances
vacancies caused by transferring a
teacher were filled by teachers
from overseas.

(2) No assurances are given but the
department endeavours. to appoint
overseas teachers to positions
which will facilitate their induc-
tion into the service.

29. TOWN PLANNING
East Victoria Park School Site: Zoning

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:
(1) Has a decision yet been made on

the toning of the East Victoria
Park schools site or nearby land
for a proposed shopping complex?

(2) If so, can he advise the result?
(3) If not, can he advise when a deci-

sion is likely and the reason for
the delay?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) I have approved the by-law

amendment submitted by the City
of Perth.

(3) Answered by (1) and (2).

so. LOTTERIES
Coolibah Tavern: Raffle of

Motorcar

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Chief Sec-
retary:
(1) Is he yet in a position to Provide

answers to questions raised in No.
42 of Wednesday, 31st July, con-
cerning a certain lottery at
Coolibab Tavern. Morley, and
which .were deferred because
investigations had not been com-
pleted?

(2) If not, will he give some indication
when replies will be available and
assure the House all relevant
documents will be tabled for the
information of Members?

Mr STEPHENS8 replied:
-(1)

a1.

32.

The temporary absence of a key
witness in the north-west has
hampered the completion of Police
investigations.

(2) It is anticipated that investiga-
Lions will be completed within ten
days, If investigations do not
lead to prosecution, the papers will
be tabled.

Mr B. T. BURKE: I would lie your
guidance on this matter, Mr
Speaker. This question appears on
the notice paper in my name, but
it has not been asked by me.

The SPEAKER: I shall deal with that
when questions without notice are
taken.

EDUCATION
Free Mfilk Scheme: Review

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:,
(1) Further to my question 56 of

Thursday, 1st August, 1974 regard-
ing free milk to schools, can he
advise if a decision has been
reached?

(2) (a) If so, what is the deision;
(b) if not, who is conducting the

feasibility study; what form Is
it taking; what people have
been consulted?

Mr RID
(1) Yes.

7E replied:

(2) (a) The Government considered
the possibility of providing
free milk to disadvantaged
schools but decided not to pro-
ceed with the scheme at pres-
ent In view of the financial
situation and the fact that
no Commonwealth funds
were available for this pur-
pose.

(b) A study is being conducted
by a group set up jointly by
the Departments of Health
and Education, to investigate
nutritional and health needs
of students in 3 "advantaged"
and 3 "disadvantaged" schools.
Its report Is expected in two
to three months' time.

BREAD, POTATOES, AND

Prices, and Returns to Producers
Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Would he advise any variation of
charges or returns to-

(a) consumers:
(b) producers,

for,
(1) bread;
(ii) Potatoes;

(III) milk,
In each in-stance and amount in-
volved since June 1972?
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Mr McPHARLIN replied:
(a) Consumers,

(D) Bread.
The price for a 2 lb or
900 m standard loaf was
23c per loaf from 3rd
May, 1912.
The present price dating
from 26th July, 1974 is
29c per loaf.

(ii) Potatoes.
Since October, 1972,
wholesale potato prices
have been as follows--
16th October, 1972-$100

per ton.
18th June, 1973-$110 per

ton.
20th August, 1973-$130

per ton.
15th October, 1973 (met-

rication)-$128 per
tonne.

20th May, 1974-4158i per
tonne.

19th August, 1974-$168
per tonne.

(111 Milk.
Since 1st June, 1972, the
price of a one pint bottle
of milk has increased
from 12c per pint to 15c
per pint.

(b) Producers.
(1) Bread.

The borne consumption
price for wheat for the
1971-72 season was $65.40
per tonne, and for 1972-
73 season $67.63 per
tonne. The current price
is $71.10 per tonne.

(0D Potatoes.
Producers' returns from
marketing pools were-
1972-73 $
Number one pool 78.80
Number two pool -- 83.65
Number three pool 94.40
1973-74 (progress Pay-
ment to date) $
Number one pool _104.0
Number two pool .104.00
Number three pool 100.00

(1ll) Milk.
Since 1st June, 1972, the
return to producers at
treatment plant has in-
creased as follows-

North of
Piniarra

(c per
gallon)

June. 1972 .... 51.269
September, 1974 61.375

June, 1972 -_
September, 1974

South of
Pinjarra

(c per
gallon)
46.491
55.919

33. DAIRYtNO
Costs: Survey

Mr BLAlKIE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has a survey been commenced into

the question of costs in the dairy
industry?

(2) When did this survey commence
and would he give details of who
or which organisation is making
investigations?

(3) Would he give details of respec-
tive areas and sections of the
dairy industry that are to be
covered by the survey?

(4) When is the survey expected to be
completed?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) On 12th July, 1974, by the Rural

Economics and Marketing Branch
of the department.

(3) Farm production, transport,
treatment, distribution and sales
of market milk.

(4) Early in 1975.

34. GARNARVON TENNIS CLUB
Relocation

Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Has a decision been reached to re-

locate the Carnarvon Tennis Club
from its present site on A-class
reserve No. 12205?

(2) If so, has an amount for compen-
sation been arrived at?

(3) (a) What is the amount;
(b) when will it be made avail-

able?
(4) Is this figure acceptable to--

(a) Carnarvon Shire Council;
(b) Carnarvon Tennis Club?

(5) What further funds will be re-
quired for the tennis club else-
where?

(6) Has the department given an as-
surance that the additional funds
over and above the compensation
figure required to construct new
facilities will be made available
from some source to the Carnarvon
Tennis Club?

(7) If not, will the department give
consideration to expediting the
transfer by providing such an as-
surance?
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Mr
(1)
(2)

OIEIL replied:
Yes.
No. The department has made an
offer based on its assessment, but
pending agreement. final amount
of compensation has not been
determined.

(3) (a) Answered by (2).
(b) When agreement is reached.

(4) (a) An acceptance has not yet
been received.

(b) Not known. Negotiations are
between the Carnarvon Shire
Council and the Public Works
Department.

(5) The Public Works Department
considers that the sum offered
is sufficient to replace tennis club
facilities.

(6) The Public Works Department
has advised that it Is prepared to
consider paying for the relocation
of tennis courts on another site.
It has made an offer which it
considers to be sufficient to en-
able relocation of tennis courts
and other improvements.

(7) if it can be shown that sum offered
is insufficient to complete reloca-
tion, consideration can be given
to an increase in offer made.
However, any increase approved
must be subject to completion of
satisfactory negotiations between
the Carnarvon Shire. Council and
the Department having regard to
the comparable standard of exist-
Ing and proposed facilities.

HOUSING
Widows in Country Areas

Mrt LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Housing:

What is the State Housing Com-
mission's policy with regard to the
provision of accommodation units
for widows in country areas?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
The same policy is followed in
all parts of the State. According
to the funds available, the demand
for accommodation and the rela-
tive priorities as between different
centres within the State, accom-
modation units are provided for
widows eligible for assistance.
Generally, eligibility for widows
with dependent children is the
income criteria for family hous-
ing under the State Housing Act
or Commonwealth-State Housing
Agreement, and for widows is the
criteria for assistance to the
elderly, which is, to be of pension-
able age and within the prescribed
income/asset limits.

36.

At Present, the commission does
not generally Provide accommnoda-
tion for single unit widows below
pensionable age.

"A"-CLASS RESERVE,
CARNARVON

Zoning as School Site
Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) When was a decision made to alter

A-class reserve No. 12205 at Car-
narvon from "Public recreation" to
'.school site extension"?

(2) When were details of this trans-
fer finalised?

(3) When does the Education Depart-
ment require the Carnarvon
Tennis Club to vacate the site?

(4) To what specific use will the Edu-
cation Department put this land?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) On the date of Royal assent of

Reserves Act 1g73-2lth December,
1973.

(2) As above.
(3) when the new facilities for the

club are completed.
(4) For additional sporting facilities.

37. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Inland Superphosp hate Works

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development:
(1) Has the Government received an

up-ta-date submission from the
Inland Superphosphate Co-opera-
tive regarding the proposed super-
phosphate works at Merredin?

(2) Has he received a request from the
Inland Superphosphate Co-opera-
tive for a mneeting to discuss the
future of the proposed superphos-
phate works?

(3) If so, when is the meeting to be
held?

(4) Will he give an assurance that
every consideration will be given
by the State Government in an
endeavour to establish the pro-
posed superphosphate works in
Merredin?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) to (4) A conference took place

between the Premier, Minister for
Agriculture, and representatives
of the phosphate co-operative on
Friday, 6th September, 1974.
As a result, both capital and
operating coatings are being re-
viewed and updated by a combined
Government and co-operative
team In the light of the severe
inflation which has occurred since
the original estimates were made.
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The matter Is then to be discussed
again by the Premier, Minister for
Agriculture and Minister for in-
dustrial Development with the
co-operative to determine the
course of action to be taken.
The Government is committed to
honour the guarantee conditions
previously ageed to, and the co-
operative fully appreciates and
understands this.

38. COCKBURN SOUND
Gypsum:, Components

Mr BARNETLT, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:

What are the components of the
gypsum waste (with particular
regard to those which may be
considered harmful to humans)
which is currently being dis-
charged into Cookburn Sound?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
The Environmental Protection
Authority, in co-operation with the
Fremantle Port Authority, Depart-
ment of Health, Department of
Fisheries and Fauna and Govern-
ment Chemical Laboratories, are
currently investigating the dis-
charge of gypsum into Cockburn
Sound.
Analytical results of samples taken
in this investigation are expected
to be available within the next
two weeks for consideration by the
Environmental Protection Auth-
ority.

39. This question was postponed.

40. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Australian Paper Mills Ltd.: Effluent

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:

With respect to the Australian
Paper Mills Ltd. activity at Spear-
wood-
(a) what average volume of fluid

is disposed of daily as a result
of work processes;

(b) what are the principal mater-
ials-soluble or insoluble-
which are so discharged:

(c) what is the extent of the
area upon which this dis-
charge is precipitated:

(d) is this area "sealed" in any
way or does the fluid merely
soak away;

(e)

Wf

at what depth is potable water
in the vicinity;
are pores or wells nearby
checked for possible contam-
ination; -

(g) for how many years has this
method of disposal of such
waste fluid been carried out?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(a) Approximately 3 200 kilolitres

or 706 000 gallons per day.
(b) There are no toxic substances

present in the effluent, and the
total solids content consisting
mainly of paper fibres and
clay, ranges from 50 to 250
parts per million parts of
effluent (0.16 to 0.80 tonnes
per day).

(c) About 25 hectares or 63 acres.
(d) The area is not sealed, and the

effluent is used for irrigation
of the sandy soil.

-(e) The water table is approxi-
mately 25 metres below the
surface.

(f) Company checks its own bores
-no contamination has been
found.

(g) About six years.

QUESTIONS (5): W[THOUT NOTICE
LOTTERIES

Coolibak Tavern: Raffle of Motorcar
The SPEAKER: I would like to refer

to the query-or the complaint-
raised by the member for Balga
with regard to question 30 asked
of the Chief Secretary in the name
of Mr B. T. Burke. The complaint
was that the member for Balga
did not ask the question. In the
time since he raised the question
it has been discovered that It was
Mr T. J. Burke who asked the
question of the Chief Secretary.
The question is In the handwriting
of the member for Perth. obvi-
ously.
It is regretted that an error oc-
curred and the alteration will be
made in the Votes and Proceed-
ings.

2. JUMBO STEELWORKS
Environmental Protection Factors

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Does the reference to "economic

factors" and the exclusion of any
reference to environmental factors,
in the flaily News article of the
10th September, 1974, entitled
"Complex Wood Link Hemi-
spheres: Premier" Indicate that
environmental factors were not
considered at the meeting referred
to In the article?

(2) Was the Minister for Conserva-
tion and Environment present at
the meeting?
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(3) If the answer to (2) is In the
negative, why was he not pres-
ent?

(4) If the answer to (1) is In the
negative, what environmental
factors were considered?

(5) Has the consideration of environ-
mental factors been Included In
the study of the various alternat-
Ives from the beginning?

(C) If the answer to (5) Is in the
affirmative, what factors have
been discussed, and what evid-
ence is available to the House of
such discussions?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (6) The honourable member

well knows that, under the law of
the State, quite apart from the
basic environmental policies of the
present Government, environmen-
tal factors will be vital considera-
tions in any studies and any
decisions which are made In res-
pect of the steel Industry and any
other Industries.
The honourable member should
realise that if every factor which
Is going to be Involved In a neg-
otiation as large or as important
and as complex as the present
steel negotiations, was to be dis-
cused at every negotiating and
study session, we would have to
have the whole Cabinet in ses-
sion all the time negotiations were
being undertaken.

3. FUEL, ENERGY AND POWER
RESOURCES LEGISLATION

Author: Description
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Consumer Affairs:

Will the Minister invoke the
powers of the Trade Descriptions
and False Advertisements Act
against the Liberal Party because
it is obviously most misleading to
call the- author of the extremely
illiberal Fuel, Energy and Power
Resources Act Amendment Bill, in
any true sense of the word, a
Liberal Party?

TEACHERS
Transfer and Recruitment

Mr T. D). EVANS, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

I seek guidance on this question
because the time has passed
whereby I can place the question
on notice to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education.
I would like to ask the question in
such a form that the Minister in
this Chamber may see fit to get
the information for me.
I refer to question 28 on today's
notice paper and the reply to the

first part of the question. I asked
if there had been any instances
where teachers bad been transfer-
red from schools to make way for
teachers recruited from beyond the
State. The answer was that on no
occasion has a teacher been trans-
ferred to make way for the
appointment of a teacher from
overseas, but in three instances
vacancies caused by transferring a
teacher were filled by teachers
from overseas.
I think the answer should have
been that there were at least three
instances. Will the Minister clarify
the answer he gave?

Mr O'Neil: It depends on whether one
is looking at it from the viewpoint
of the chicken or the egg!

Mr MENSAROS replied:
I am quite happy to obtain the in-
formation from the Minister, but
I think the question already con-
tains the answer. if one reads the
answer one will see that it Is more
logical than was the question.
because the emphasis in the ques-
tion was directed to whether or not
teachers had been transferred so
that overseas teachers could be
placed.
The answer was, "No", and the
balance of the answer was addi-
tional information not even
sought by the honourable mem-
ber.

Mr T. D. Evans: The Minister will
seek the clarification?

5. JUMBO STEELWORKS
Meeting: Presence of Minister

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:
Adverting to my question 2 with-
out notice, was, the Minister for
Conservation and Environment
present at the meeting?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The answer Is, "No". I will add to
my earlier reply by saying that
if the honourable member wants
to be so pedantic and formulate
questions of this nature he must
expect the answer he received.
The proposition he implies in
parts (1) to (8) of question 2 Is
quite Irrational.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Thank you; very
good.

BILLS (2): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING

1. Teacher Education Act Amendment
Bill.

BiDl received fraon the Council; and,
on Motion by Mr Mensaros (Mini-
ster for Industrial Development).
read a first time.

4.
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2. Art Gallery Act Amendment Bill.
Bill received from the Council; and,

on motion by Mr Stephens (Chief
Secretary), read a first time.

BILLS (5): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Marketing of Potatoes Act Amend-
ment Bill.

2. Soil Conservation Act Amendment
Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr
McPharlln (Minister for Agricul-
ture), and read a first time.

3. Dongara-Eneabba Railway Bill.
4. Railways Discontinuance and Land

Revestment. Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr

O'Connor (Minister for Transport)1
and read a first time.

5. Ministers of the Crown (Statutory
Designations) and Acts Amend-
ment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
O'Neil (Minister for Works), and
read a first time..

BILLS (2): THIRD READING
1. War Service Land Settlement Scheme

Act Amendment Bill.
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr Ridge (minister for Lands), and
transmitted to the Council.

2. Metropolitan Region Town Planning
Scheme Act Amendment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr Rushton (Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning),
and transmitted to the Council.

NICKEL REFINERY (WESTERN
MINING CORPFORATION LIMITED)

AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Report
Report of Committee adopted.

STATE HOUSING ACT AMENDMENT
B.L

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr O'Neil (Minister for Housing), and
transmitted to the Council.

UNEMPFLOYMENT
Want o1 Confidence in Governlment

Motion
MR 3. T, TONKIN (Melville--Leader of

the Opposition) [5.17 p.m.]: I move-
In the opinion of this House, be-

cause the Premier said if given the
opportunity to perform be would
solve the problem of unemployment

within six months, and would be pre-
pared to stake his reputation on suc-
cess and as the State Government has
proved incapable of preventing the
serious increase In unemployment
which has taken place and is fast
approaching a record level since the
Government assumed office, it no
longer has the confidence of this
House.

This is a direct motion of no confidence.
During the 41 years I have been in this
House, 23 of which have been spent on
the Government side of It, I have seen
and heard a nunber of no confidence
motions moved but not one of them was
ever carried. So it would be foolish of me
to expect this motion to be carried. Its
purpose is to give the Government a prod
and make it realise it is time it started to
do something.

A short time ago the Premier said what
this State needed was a jolt; and I agree
with him. I am hoping this evening to
give the Government a jolt, particularly
the Premier.

Mr Grayden: The Federal Government
has given it the jolt.

Several Opposition members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is no need
to carry on like that. The Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: So early in the piece,
looking for excuses!

Mr Nanovich: You will be talking about
that empty barrel.

Mr Grayden: That 240-volt shock.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Thank goodness the

Standing Orders give me unlimited time,
and I have a reasonable amount of
stamina.

Mr Clarko:, We will see.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! If members on

both sides of the House were a little
quieter we would be able to proceed with
the business.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Nothing would please
me better Mr Speaker. It cannot be gainsaid
that the present unemployment position, as
disclosed, is serious, irrespective of who is
to blame for it. What is more, the trend
indicates that it will become even more
serious. A 30 per cent increase above last
month-the highest in the Common -
wealth-is nothing to be complacent about,
whoever is to be blamed for it. I want
to know whether the Government has
any ideas on the subject. Up to now we
have not seen any evidence of them.

Mr Bryce: Nothing in the pipeline,
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Let us have a look

at the figures so that we can have a full
appreciation of what they really mean.
I select the date August, 1972, because
it was In July, 1972, that the present
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Premier launched a motion of no confi-
dence in my Government because of un-
employment.

In August, 1972, the number of jobless
people was 12 544 and the number of uan-
filled vacancies 1 777. In August this year
the number of Jobless reached 11 318 and
unfilled vacancies 2 459.

Let us look at the seasonally adjusted
figures. In August, 1972, the total number
of jobless was 12 473 and the seasonally
adjusted figure for unfilled vacancies -was
1 958. In August, 1914, the seasonally
adjusted figures were 11 016 unemployed
and 2 728 unfilled vacancies. With the
increase over last month-the highest
rate of increase in the whole of Australia
--and with an indication that it will be

even worse next month, surely It Is time
somebody drew attention to the matter.

Soon after I commenced to speak there
was an interjection that the Australian
Government was to blame-

Mr Bryce. Somebody else!
Mr J. T, TONKIN: -but in 1972 no

attempt was made to attach any blame
to the Australian Government because
there was a Liberal Government in power
at that time.

Mr T. H. Jones: A good point.
Mr J. T7. TONKIN: Before I sit down I

think I will be able to establish success-
fully from what others have said that
the Australia-wide situation was just as
bad in 1972 as it is now in 1974, and
with the same causes.

Mr Clarko: Four per cent versus 15 to
20 per cent.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Let us have a look
at the Australia-wide figures. in July,
1972, the actual figures of Jobless reached
99 180 wf th 25 479 unfilled vacancies. In
August, 1972. the figure for unemployment
had fallen to 96 805 with 28 518 unfilled
vacancies. In July, 1974, throughout Aus-
tralia the actual figures for unemployment
were 93 585 with 50 523 unfilled vacancies;
and in August, 1974. there were 107 140
out of work and 43 649 unfilled vacancies.

The seasonally adjusted figures for the
whole of Australia in July, 1972, were
112 290 jobless, which was up 7 000 on the
previous month, and 31 084 unfilled
vacancies. The following month, in
August, 1972, there were 120 053 jobless
with 31 915 unfilled vacancies.

We now come to July this year. On
a seasonally adjusted basis tlrhre were
88 171 Jobless and 60 925 unfilled vacancies.
In August, 1974, there were 110 891 job-
less and 48 186 unfilled vacancies.

For the sake of emphasis, let me quote
two of those figures again. In July, 1972,
when the presenit Premier was moving a
motion of no confidence in my Govern-
ment, there were 112 290 Jobless. At the

pre-sent time there are 110 891 Jobless-
a difference of less than 2 000 over the
whole of Australia.

The actual figures In July, 1972, were
99 180 jobless and 25 479 unfilled vacanc-
ies.

The present Premier was at pains in his
Press statement the other day to throw
the whole of the blame on the Australian
Government. to escape from any responsi-
bility at all, and to excuse himself from
staking his reputation on the ground that
the atmosphere has changed.

Sir Charles Court: The Commonwealth
Government accepts that argument.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: We will see. What
proof has the Premier that it has accepted
the argument? His statement does nob
make it right.

Sir Charles Court: I am going on the
statements of the Prine minister and sen-
for Ministers, which I will deal with In due
course,

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Will the Premier give
us days and dates or does he just make
the statement?

Sir Charles Court: I will. This Is the
big difference.

Mr J. T7. TONKIN: We will see whether
it is different.

Mr T. H. Jones: Be patient.
Mr Bryce: You are pretending you are a

magic man and you are not.
The SPEAKR: Order! Persistent inter-

jections of the one type are entirely dis-
orderly. I do not mind interjections but
persistent interjections are not to be made.

Mr J. T7. TONKIN: Before we can decide
whether or not a situation Is different, the
two periods must be properly. established;
and that Is what I am proceeding to do-
But before I move on to the details, I want
to quote a couple of statements to show
that the Premier makes one statement one
day which suits his purpose on that day.
and on another day he makes another
statement entirely.

Mr Skidmore: Isn't It pathetic?
Mr J. T. TONE3IN: The first one is a

reference to the question of natural gas.
Mr H. 1. Evans: He is a good authority

on that.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Present Premier

said-
Labor wants to use natural gas from

from the North-West Shelf to power
the Industrial complex, thereby making
the area self-sufficient. Sir Charles
sees this as a waste of a valuable re-
source, because he believes natural gas
could be better used.

So if Labor Proposes to use it, it is a waste
of a natural resource. That was said in
December, 1973, and It suited that occas-
ion. But In November, 1971, the present
Premier was at Geraldton endeavouring to
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prepare the ground for the next election
in the hope that his party might win the
Geraldton seat. So he said If a Liberal
State Government were returned one of its
alms would be to establish Geraldton as a
major Industrial centre. Then he had this
to say-

A readily available fuel would be
needed. At present the cheapest was
natural gas,

Mr Court was confident that many
reserves of natural gas were waiting to
be found and It was hoped that they
could be developed close to the Ger-,
aldton region.

Sir Charles Court: That Is fight; that is
Dongara gas, not shelf gas.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: So there we are; on
the one hand It Is a waste of a natural
resource when we propose to use the
gas, and we are told it should not be
used, and on the other hand he said it Is
readily available and should be utilised for
the purpose of an Industrial complex at
Oeraldton. So the Premier says what suits
the occasion.

Let us have a look at his statements
about unemployment, and see whether or
not he needs a jolt. In the Daily News of
the 9th September, under the heading of
"Sir Charles has job plan" the Premier
said the unemployment figures were not
unexpected, and that he had to agree with
Mr Cameron that the numbers would in-
crease before the position improved. But
when he was in Albany back In July lie
had this to say in the Press-

Sir Charles said that apart from one
or two places, such as Albany, there
was no urgency.

Mark you, Mr Speaker, the unemployment
figure is rising, and the Premier, who had
all the answers when he was in Opposition
and who came out last month and said this
large increase was not unexpected, said on
the 13th July that, apart from one or two
places such as Albany, there was no urg-
ency.

I ask you, Sir: If you were looking for
Justification for a no confidence motion,
would you need to go beyond that? The
Premier of the State in the situation in'
which we find ourselves said there is no
urgency and that something needs to be
done only in one or two places. Listen to
what he proposed to do: he said about 20
jobs would be made available by the
middle of next week. That would go a
long way!

Sir Charles Court: That was dealing with
Albany.

Mr 3. T. TONKIN: That would go a long
way to deal with the situation.

Sir Charles Court: It was crucial to
their local needs.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Here we have a man
who was going to stake his reputation-

Mr T. D. Evans: What reputation?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: -on being able to
solve this problem in six months, and who
was breaking his neck just to get the op-
portunity to demonstrate his capacity.
Yet In July he was completely uinaware
that any serious unemployment situation
at all was developing.

Now, In order to be in a position to
make a true comparison, let us see what
was the situation in 1972, at the very time
the present Premier was moving his no
confidence motion In my Government be-
cause of the unemployment position. I
Quote first of all the editorial of The
Australian of the 18th April, 1972, as fol-
lows--

Yesterday's employment figures
clearly show that, without the Inter-
vention of lest week's mini-Budget,
the Prime Minister's critics in the Lib-
eral Party would have had his skin
on the wall before very long. For
the economy is a long way from being
round the corner yet. Indeed, the fig-
ures bear out what observers have been
Pointing out for ages,-a solid build-
up of structural unemployment. This
is brought out more effectively by the
statistics on Job vacancies and relief
recipients than by the heavily-cos-
meticised ones dealing with registered
unemployment. The total of unfilled
vacancies, seasonally adjusted, has
fallen steadily over the past six
months, from about 31,000 last Oc-
tober to 29,300 last March. The ad-
justed total of people on relief in this
Period has grown equally steadily from
25,100 to 36,000.

But at that time the Australian "scene
did not matter; according to the Premier
we were the ones responsible.

Mr Laurance: How long was that before
the Federal Liberal Government was put
out of office?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: we were the ones
who were supposed to be incapable of
handling this situation,

Mr Sibson: It was qualified by the
statement that we should seek assistance
from the Federal Government.

Mr 3. T. TONKIN. I quote again from
the same article, as follow--

..,the Prime Minister said the March
figures would show that things were
on the mend. A few days later, his
Minister for Labor disclosed that the
mend will have to wait a bit-until
June, in fact. Both presumably had
seen the provisional statistics for
March. Now we have the final
figures we can see why Mr Lynch had
to contradict Mr McMahon. Without
being alarmist about it, the basic,
underlying trend in the economy is
serious.

It was at that very time that we on this
side were being blamed for the unemploy-
ment position in Western Australia, and
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no cognisance was being taken by the
Opposition of the Australian position.

Mr Bryce: They said Western Australia
was quite separate from the rest of the
world.

Mr Laurance: Three months after that
the Federal Liberal Government lost office.
didn't it?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: If the member for
Gascoyne has so much to say I hope he
will get up in this debate and say it.

Mr Skidmore: Wait and see if that
happens.

Mr Clarko: I would back his knowledge
of economics against yours.

Mr J. T. TONKfI: I refer now to the
Adelaide Sunday Mail of the 15th April.
Perhaps I should say here that, generally
speaking, the newspapers are not on our
side-

Mr Clarko: I gather The Australian is
changing, too.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: --so one should not
discount the statements which they make
about Governments of their own ilk. I
quote that newspaper as follows-

This is the first time since 1963 that
seasonally adjusted unemployment has
reached six figures.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: What date was that?.
Mr J. T. TONKINq: That was in the

Adelaide Sunday Mail, of the 15th April,
1974. So throughout the whole of Aus-
tralia, with a Liberal Giovernment in
power in Canberra, the Australian uin-
employment position reached six figures
for the first time in 10 years. But so far
as our Government was concerned, no
notice was taken of that; we were the
ones to blame. "Go to Queensland and
have a look at what they are doing there",
said the Premier; that is the first place
one should head for, according to him.

Sir Charles Court: That is right; they
went ahead because of the Liberal-Country
Party Government In Canberra.

Mr May: They came over here to "put
things right".

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Now let us see what
The Australian said on the 4th August,
1972, just a couple of weeks after the
censure motion was moved in this Parlia-
ment against my Government. Under the
heading of "Jobs have gone for ever"
the leading article said-

The university's Institute of Applied
Economic and Social Research calcu-
lates that the number of people em-
ployed in manufacturing industry is
showing its steepest fall since the re-
cession of 1961-62.

Mr Clarko: That is right.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Oh, but that did

not matter to the present Premier, who
was then the Leader of the Opposition:
he said we were to blame. It did not

matter that the overall figures, particu-
larly in the manufacturing industry, were
showing the steepest fall since the reces-
sion period, Oh, no! We were to blame:
we did not have the capacity.

Then, on the 15th August, The Austra-
lian referred to "Dismay and alarm over
the highest July figure in 10 years". That
dismay and alarm was in connection with
the Australian figure, but in Western Aus-
tralia there was only criticism of the West-
ern Australian Government for the posi-
tion which existed.

Sir Charles Court: There was nothing to
stop you getting on with development in
that time, because you had a Federal Gov-
ernment which was favourable to develop-
ment.

Mr
Sir

cuse;

Bryce: Excuses.
Charles Court: That Is not an ex-
it happens to be factual.

Mr Jamieson: What was the world
situation like? Don't be stupid.

Sir Charles Court: Why did Queensland
go ahead?

Mr Jamieson: It didn't go ahead.
Mr Nanovich: Where is he? I can't even

see him.
Mr Jamieson: This is just typical stuff.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of

the Opposition.
Mr J. T. TONKIN4: I do not mind these

breaks; I appreciate the pause. Perhaps
my attitude would be a little different if
I were wasting my own time and not the
time of the Government.

Mr May: They will get their orders at
tea time.

Sir Charles Court: You have plenty of
time. This is private member's day. It is
your time.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Occasionally we do
get a little support from one or two news-
papers, although we scarcely get any from
a certain newspaper. Nevertheless, I am
grateful for the crumbs which come from
the rich man's table.

Mr Watt: What about the radio and
television stations?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I quote now from
The Sunday Times in June, 1972, as fol-
lows-

Much of the unemployment in this
State is due to Federal Budget policy
or because industries were caught in
the repercussions of the international
slowdown.

Now, Mr Speaker, any fair-minded person
would acknowledge that was a clear and
true statement of the position; but not the
Present Premier or those who supported
him: not on your life. We were wholly to
blame. It was our responsibility. It was
within our competence to do something.
All we had to do was to put something in
the pipeline; to get out and encourage
people and restore confidence,
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Mr Bryce: "Hang on"; he said. "Get Mr J. T. TONKIN: I had to cut down
out and work!"

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Lest this be lost
sight of, because it is most pertinent to
the matter under discussion, I will read
that paragraph again as it was published
by a newspaper in this State and by people
who should have been more familiar with
the situation generally than people in
other States, which goes to show that the
whole responsibility was not upon the
State Government. So I quote again-

Much of the unemployment in this
State is due to Federal Budget policy
or because industries were caught in
the repercussions of the international
slowdown.

The figures of jobless are higher,
too, because many were members of
construction forces that built up the
vast Iron ore Industry and helped
greatly in Australia's overseas bal-
ances.

This is surely a cause in which the
State Government and the Opposi-
tion should get together and confront
Canberra solidly. Western Australia
has done more than its share. It
needs some temporary help in return.

Mr Speaker, as a fair-minded person, you
would not fault that. But did It make any
impact on the Premier? Not on your life,
because it was following the publication
of that article that he launched in this
House the no confidence motion and
sought to place the whole of the blame
upon my Government for the situation
which existed.

For a moment, let me get away from
newspapers. Perhaps they have a part to
play, but let me now quote from a state-
ment made by a firm employed by the
Premier some time before when he was
previously in Government; a firm in
which I would say he would have complete
confidence. I refer to W. D. Scott & Co.
who are management consultants with a
very high reputation. I quote from The
West Aus'tralian of the 11th July, 1972-
the very period to which I am referring
while talking about this no confidence
motion.

Sir Charles Court: You did not have
very much confidence in them when you
became the Government.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: That has nothing to
do with this. If the Premier thinks it has,
I put this question to him now: Does he
still have confidence in them?

Sir Charles Court: Of course I have. I
am merely reminding you that you got rid
of them when you became the Govern-
ment.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I had to save money.
Sir Charles Court: But you did not, be-

cause You appointed somebody else in
their stead.

on expenditure because the Premier before
me went overboard by about $5 million.
I think.

Sir Charles Court: Do you recall that
you replaced W. D. Scott & Co. with Davy-
Ashmore?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: In connection with
what job?

Sir Charles Court: To do the same job.
Mr J. T. TONKINq: I cannot recall that.

I will not say the Premier is wrong, but
it is subject to inquiry.

Sir Charles Court: It was the super-
phosphate works inquiry.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: That is a different
thing altogether. Here we are again-say-
Ing one thing one day and another thing
the next.

Sir Charles Court: That is not right.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: We have established,

anyway, that the Premier still has com-
plete confidence In the firm whose opinion
I am about to quote, so there is no need
for us to discount this in any way. I quote
as follows-

The firm said in its latest economic
bulletin that income levels were suff-
ering from current unemployment.
This would tend to restrict demand in
the coming months.

In addition, any further stimulus to
demand and economic activity, such
as next month's Federal budget, would
begin to take effect only late this year
or early in 1973.

Employment levels were one of five
areas of economic activity the firm
listed as continuing to show "poor
performance in relation to the normal
level of operations."

The others were consumer demand,
production, international trade and
capital investment.

So it can be appreciated that, in referring
to the Australian scene, conditions were
far from conducive to full employment, and
to have blamed the State Government in
those circumstances was to be most un-
fair, to say the least.

Skipping over a good deal of this article
and proceeding to another relevant sec-
tion, we find the following-

The "general malaise" also was evi-
dent in the capital investment sector.

I draw the Premier's attention to this be-
cause, in his recent statement, he blamed
the Australian Government for invest-
ment being so low, and said this was one
of the reasons he could not put his prom-
ise into operation. I now want to show
him that capital investment was bad in
1972 also, because this article wvent on as
follows-

The "general malaise" also was
evident in the capital investment sec-
tor, Scott says.
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Gross fixed capital spending had in-
creased at a much smaller rate com-
pared with previous years--the estim-
ated 1971-72 increase was 5.7 per cent,
compared with 12.1 per cent in 1970-71
and 11.4 per cent in 1969-70.

Business investment decisions were
being Influenced by the short-term
outlook,

So it Is somewhat idle for the Premier to
try to show that he escapes the respons-
ibility which is clearly upon him by saying
that the atmosphere has altered; the at-
mosphere is not the same as when he gave
his undertaking. My recollection of his
undertaking was that there were no pro-
visos. It was quite unequivocal, as I will
show when I quote his exact words a little
later.

To return again to the newspapers, I
have here The Australian Financial Review
of the 15th August, 1972, in which is pub-
lished an article which reads-

Jobs: Lynch's Hopeful Pleading
By P. P. McGuinness

The unemployment situation contin-
ued. Predictably, to worsen during July;
the seasonally adjusted rate of unem-
ployment rose to 2 per cent of the
labour force, and the number of un-
employed rose to 112 290, more than
7 000 higher than in June.

For whatever the special reasons
that it is possible to think up to ex-
plain away the continuing upward
trend in unemployment, It neverthe-
less remains that there Is in fact an
upward trend, not Just a random
movement. And there are special fac-
tors which are regular, and which dir-
ectly gainsay Mr Lynch's selection.

Mr speaker, will you require any more
than that to establish the seriousness of
the situation in 1972, Australia-wide, with
the upward trend continuing? But that
made no inpression on the then Leader of
the Opposition. Oh no! We could dis-
regard the conditions that were Australia-
wide then. We could forget that there was
a Liberal Government in office in Can-
berra. The blame was solely on the Ton-
kin Government for Its incapacity. That
is what the People were told.

Finally, on this section on which I am
speaking, I want to make another quote,
because the then Prime Minister summed
up the position rather unwittingly by a
slip of the tongue. He said-

We will honour all the problems we
have madi-

well, of course, he made plenty. The
Snedden Budget of 1971 was aimed delib-
erately at creating unemployment and it
succeeded. That was the reason the job-
less reached the figure it did. However,
what did the present Premier do? He at-
tached no blame to the McMahon Govern-
ment or to the Snedden Budget. Not at
all! The fault was all ours.

Let rae now quote some of the imperish-
able utterances of the present Premier on
the present situation. He said-

It is the responsibility of a Govern-
ment .to provide opportunities for em-
ployment for the work force. We be-
lieve ini approaching this problem on a
constructive basis to generate confi-
dence and bring about a stable
economy.

What is he doing about it now? This is
his chance, but he has not yet realised that
the game is on. He went to Albany in July
and stated that there were one or two iso-
lated Places; there was nothing to worry
about, and this when the unemployment
figures were rising, It is his own pro-
nouncement that It is the responsibility of
a Government to provide opportunities for
employment, All I have seen in recent
days is that there has been a meeting for
the purpose of ascertaining if It Is possible
to Push on with some public works. Dear,
oh dear! That was done by us at the very
time the Premier, when in Opposition, was
moving his censure motion. Then he sug-
gested the brake was to be put on that,
because owing to industrial strife he may
not be able to get the works going the way
he wants them.

However that is the only suggestion so
far as to how the Premier is to make good
this undertaking of his, where he stakes
his reputation on being able to solve un-
employment in six months. I ask members
to listen to these brave words--

If we are given the opportunity to
perform we will solve the problem.

I ask you, Mr Speaker, has he been given
the opportunity to perform? I will say
he has! But so far there is no perform-
ance. What is he waiting for? Is he wait-
ing, like Micawber, for something to turn
up? He does not believe in handouts. He
said that during the debate. He said that
we should not be looking to the Common-
wealth for handouts. So what will he do?

He said he would solve this problem
within six months of getting back into
office and sorting out some of the mess
which had been created. Just sense the
feeling In his next statement as follows-

We would love to have the respon-
sibility to show what can be done by
a Government with the right philoso-
phy.

The only conclusion to which I can come
is that the present Government does not
have the right philosophy.

Mr Sodeman: How do you draw tbat
conclusion?

Mr J. T. TONKCIN: Because if it had,
the ball is at its feet.

Mr Bryce: It has plenty of excuses.
Sir Charles Court: You wait and see.
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Mr Sodeman: Do you think it is fair people wiil be well aware of what he has
to move a motion of this kind-

Mr J. T. TONKIN: "We would love to
have the responsibility to show what can
be done by a Government with the right
philosophy." That is what the Premier
said. When are we going to gee what he
can do? The Premier does not give evi-
dence of what can be done by blaming
the Commonwealth Government.

Mr Sodeman: Are you going to blame
the Commonwealth Government for in-
creasing interest rates?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: This is supposed to
be the Government with the right philo-
sophy breaking its neck to get the respon-
sibility.

Mr Bryce: To Put things right.
Mr J. IT. TONKIN: The present un-

employment situation has developed under
the very noses of the Ministers and all
we have so far is a meeting to see whe-
ther the Ministers can put forward a few
public works-speed them up a bit. Now
comes the gem-

I would be Prepared to stake my
reputation on success.

Brave words, of course, if sincerely ut-
tered, but an easy way to escape if all
the Premier has to do is to say. "Things
are different now. I do not have to make
good that undertaking now because things
are different." Fancy making a wager
with a fellow and if one loses, saying. "I
am not going to pay because things are
different. It was raining yesterday, and
it is not today." That sort of abrogation
,might suit some People, but I do not
think It would be generally accepted. The
Premier further said-

At least we would restore confi-
dence.

That is what he would do: and my col-
league Interjected and said-

Why can't Your Federal counter-
parts take your advice?

The present Premier's answer to that
was-

This is a State responsibility.
So, when Liberals are In office in Can-
berra and Labor is In office in Western
Australia, it is a State responsibility, but
when Labor is In office In Canberra arnd
the Liberal-Country Party coalition is in
office in Western Australia, it is a Federal
responsibility.

Mr Bryce: Surprise, surprise!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It all depends on

the atmosphere- If the atmosphere is
changed, then the argument is changed.
Any undertaking given goes by the board
if the atmosphere is changed. That is
a very easy way to escape responsibility.

I wish to make some further quotes
from the Premier because they should be
clearly on the record up to date so that

said. One of his statements is as fol-
lows-

The atmosphere was quite different
to that being generated today by the
Labor Government in Canberra.

When he was moving a censure motion
on my Government; when he was staking
his reputation on being able to solve the
unemployment in this State; and when
he was saying it was a State responsi-
bility, aparently he was justified because
of the atmosphere; but that atmosphere
has now changed because of what the
Labor Government is generating in Can-
berra. To quote the Premier further, and
this is within the last two or three days-

If it were not for the Policies of
Whitlam there would not be the
present unemployment problem.

Sir Charles Court: That is right.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: One asks: What

were the causes of the unemployment
problem in 1912-

Mr Davies: Whitlam, I suppose.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: -when, for the first

time In 10 years. the number reached six
figures? It just does not make sense.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: of course not.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The present Premier

said-
The cold hard financial realities of

inflation are matters which can be
dealt with State by State.

If there Is any doubt about it, have a
look at his policy speech. He blames in-
flation now and blames the Australian
Government for it.

Sir Charles Court: I was hoping you
would read that because it saves me the
trouble of having to read it.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: If any member is
not blessed with a copy of this bible-

Mr Sodeman: It Is available to every-
one.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: -1 am sorry that
he or she has missed out, but I could rot
let mine go.

A Government member: I have a copy
of yours here. I notice that it is on ab-
sorbent paper.

Mr J3* T. TONKIN: We do not have
available to us the funds available to the
Government parties.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: As my accountant

friend from Scarborough would know, a
prudent man cuts his coat according to
his cloth.

Mr Young: You have plenty of cloth
now you have the Textile Workers' Union
going for you with $100 000 a year.
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Sir Charles Court: Yes, the cat was let
out of the bag in the paper this morning.

Mr J. T. TONKfI: On this question of
inflation, the present Premier said-

In this way inflation has been do-
ing double damage by destroying
value and boosting taxes. only Can-
berra makes money out of this pro-
cess. That is why Western Australia
needs a Government that stands up
to Canberra, puts the State first, and
fights to put things right.

Sir Charles Court: That is right. That
is good stuff.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Listen to this gem-
It will be argued that a State Gov-

ernent can do nothing to offset the
damage of Federal mismanagement of
the economy.

Members should not miss that f or worlds.
I will repeat it as follows-

It will be argued that a State Gov-
ernment can do nothing to offset the
damage of Federal mismanagement of
the economy.

That Is what the present Premier is com-
plaining about and he is blaming the
Federal Government's mismanagement of
the economy for his Inability to make
good his promises. What will he do about
that? That was not his point of view
then. He says that this is not so. Do
not let us get away from that. He does
not accept the argument that a State
Government can do nothing to offset the
damage of Federal mismanagement of the
economy. Supposing we concede that a
major part of the difficulty Is the result
of Federal mismanagement of the econo-
my. Then, according to the present Premr-
ler, it is wrong to think that the State
can do nothing about it.

Sir Charles Court: We are doing some-
thing about it. We have done something.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: This is another
example of how the Premier says one
thing at one time and something different
at another time; or does he not believe
that is true?

Sir Charles Court: We are doing plenty
to overcome the problems confronting us:
and all States are doing something to put
a brake on the situation. It would be a
jolly sight worse If we were not doing
something.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Plenty of what?
Plenty of talking?

Sir Charles Court: Plenty Of action.

Mr J. T. TONKIN; There is not a
tittle of evidence of anything but words.
The quickest way to prove that my state-
ment is wrong Is to come up with what
is being done. The Premier should be
specific. It is so easy toD say that plenty
is being done, but what is the Premier
doing to help the present situation? He
says he Is doing plenty.

Sir Charles Court: The States are doing
a lot to offset the mismanagement in
Canberra, and I will tell you about it
later.

Mr J1. T. TONKIN: It Is the Premier's
opinion, and he told the electors, that one
cannot argue that a State Government can
do nothing to offset any damage done by
a Federal Government.

Sir Charles Court. I agree with that.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: If the Premier agrees,
it is time he did something to prove it,

Sir Charles Court; We are doing plenty
and I will tell you about it.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: You are running out
of time.

Mr Rushton: You are running out of
everything.

Mr J. T. TONKfI: I will be all ears to
hear the specific details of what the Premier
is doing, but I will not be content with a
lot of words which mean nothing.

Sir Charles Court: All right.
Mr 3. T. TONKIN: I want some evidence.
Mr Bryce: You will be batting to get it.
Mr 3. T. TONKIN: A further statement

by the Premier on this is,-
Inflation can be beaten to a substan-

tial degree State by State.
Sir Charles Court: That will be done

State by State. It will not be done at the
Commonwealth level.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: All right. I will tell
the Premier what he has done specifically.
He has increased the pay-roll tax so much
that he has forced some firms to dismiss
employees In order to keep down their
expenses.

Sir Charles Court: At Commonwealth
direction, of course.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Here we go again.
Sir Charles Court: It happens to be fac-

tual.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It is not factual.
Sir Charles Court: of course It is.
Mr Young: You said It was last year

when you put it up 80 per cent. On the
one hand you say that, and when It suits
you you say it Is not.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I opposed the in-
crease, and the honourable member knows
it.

Mr Young: But you increased it by 80
per cent. You personally introduced the
Bill.

Mr 3. T. TONKIN: I had better be
specific in case I am accused of misrepre-
senting the situation.

Mr Young: Be fair.
Mr 3. T. TONKIN: My reference is to

the last Bill Introduced here to increase
the pay-roll tax to what It Is now.
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Mr Young: You changed your opinion that Government requiring a 33 per cent
since you introduced your BiDs. You have
one story for when you are in Government
and another for when you are in Opposi-
tion.

Mr J. T. TONE33N: No I have niot.
Mr Young: Yes you have.
Mr Rtusbton: You are a first-class de-

bater.
The SPEAKER: One interjection at a

time, please!

Mr J. T. TONKCIN: What I am saying is
-and I am using the Premier's own words
-that the pay-roll tax is inflationary.

Sir Charles Court: So are all charges and
taxes.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: And I am saying
something else. The Premier cannot deny
that firms have contributed to the un-
employment position because of the In-
creased pay-roil tax.

Sir Charles Court: You name one. There
is another reason for that.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Does the Premier
want me to name one?

Sir Charles Court: It would be a good
idea If you could name one specific case.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I will give the
Premier the name of one person privately.

Sir Charles Court: What is the use of
that?

Mr J. T. TONKCIN: Is the Premier sug-
gesting that I should name publicly-

Sir Charles Court: No I am not, but you
are the one making the allegation.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: -the unfortunate
individual who has lost his job because of
this? I will not do it.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m1.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Before the tea sus-
pension I was having a few words to say
about inflation. Before I leave that sub-
ject I want to remind the Premier that
when he made his statement about infla-
tion in his policy speech the present Aus-
tralian Government was the one that was
in office, because that was only a matter
of a few months ago. Accordingly the
Premier gave his undertakings in the
knowledge of the policy which the Aus-
tralian Government was implementing. So
it is of no use his trying to escape the
responsibility of what he said in connec-
tion with what he proposed to do about
inflation-that it was within the compe-
tence of the State to deal with it-by
saying that the policies of the Australian
Government are preventing him from do-
ing anything. I say again, the present
Australian Government was in office and
had been in office for some months, and
the Premier was aware of the Policy it
was following: and he was particularly
aware of the policy to which he refers of

deposit on the investment of overseas
funds.

I want to proceed once more to this
question of unemployment. I shall again
refer to the undertakings that were made
during the election in the full knowledge
that the present Australian Government
was in office and of what its policies were.
So it is no escape from responsibility for
the Premier to say that the atmosphere
has changed, because the atmosphere now
is precisely the same as that which existed
when the State general election was held,
having regard to the policies being fol-
lowed by the Australian Government.

I will now quote from the policy which
was issued by the Liberal Party; a Policy I
remind you, Mr Speaker-and you would
be well aware of this-which was designed
to put things right and to get things done
for 1974 to 1977; and to do these things by
avoiding extravagant promises with the
people's tax money. The policy of the
Liberal Party reads-

The State Liberal Government will
have a programme of strong, well
planned economic growth.

We have yet to see this, of course. It
continues-

This programme will be inmplemen-
ted as a means to an end and not as
an end in itself. It will give Western
Australia the economic and financial
strength to achieve a better total way
of life for its people.

There is no suggestion there that the
Australian Government which was then in
office would prevent this from being done.
To continue with the Policy speech-

The objectives will be a rise in
living standard and security against
unemployment.

This undertaking to the people of Western
Australia for security against unemploy-
ment was made when the present Aus-
tralian Government was in office, and its
policies were then being followed. So it is
no excuse to talk about a change of
atmosphere making it impossible to imple-
ment the policies which were then sub-
mitted. The Liberal Party also promised-

A broader range of career oppor-
tunities in existing enterprise and new
projects selectively encouraged for the
purpose.

I know you have not, so far, seen any
evidence of this, Mr Speaker, because I
have not. The Policy speech then con-
tinues and states-

To make sure of teaching these
objectives we need a strong State
Government that can make things
happen and knows where it's going.

So what we need, apparently, is a strong
State Government that can make things
happen and knows where it is going.

Sir Charles Court: That is right.
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Mr J. T. TONKINQ: I know it is placing
somewhat of a strain on the mentality of
the average person to expect him to ans-
wer a quiz of this nature, but I wonder
whether you. Sir, or anybody else can
tell mue where this Government Is going
or where it has made things happen-
apart from the Fuel, Energy and Power
Resources Act Amendment Bill which we
have before us at the moment? The Li.b-
eral Party policy then states,-

We will stand firmly behind every
basic producer: farmers, miners, the
men of industry, fishermen, foresters,
and many others.

I agree the Government is doing that, but
it is standing so far 6bind that it is
almost out of sight.

Sir Charles Court: I do not think they
will agree with you In your comments.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: To return to the
possibility of the situation, I would say
the Minister for Works should practise
what he preaches, because he said-

The quality of the average Western
Australian is higher than the quality
of the average Australian and we
should capitalise on it.

If that Is so, why the heck does he not
do it?

Sir Charles Court: Are not we doing so?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: I would ask the

Premier to give me one example.
Sir Charles Court: If It were not for

what this Government has done at the
present time there would be real trouble.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I do not agree that
the average Western Australian is superior
to the average Australian. I think that
is a lot of nonsense. I think we are as
good as the average Australian, and 'nay-
be. a few Western Australians are out-
standing. I could name a few, over the
years. But it is wrong to came out and
make a general statement that here is an
asset that can be used and tell us to capita-
Ilse on it and when the Minister finds him-
sell in the very position to be able to do
this we see no sign whatever of this extra
ability we are supposed to possess.

Mr O'Neil: We got $23 million for hous-
Ing when your Government got only $13
million.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Is the Minister
claiming to be one of the better-than-
average people?

Mr O'Neil; No, but I would say that our
Government has done better than yours.

Mr J. T. TONKINq: Can the Minister
give me one example of where he has
capitalised on the extra ability the average
Western Australian has.

Mr O Neil: We capitalised on that.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: That Is the question

I ask, and echo answers "No".

Mr Rusbton: He knows he has a Gov-
ernment that will support him.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I will not support
him.

Mr Rushton: I said he has a Govern-
ment that will support him.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Minister will
have no chance of implementing this
policy of capitalising on the above-aver-
age ability of the Western Australian. I
will return to what the Premier had to
say. He said-

The Government instead of antici-
pating the situation and getting on
with the Job made a song and dance
about what it was going to do.

That is what the Premier said at Albany
when he told the people there were only
a couple of places where there was any-
thing wrong, and unemployment gener-
ally was nat a worry. But in 1972 our
fault was that we were not getting out
and getting on with the business and do-
ing something instead of saying what we
were going to do. Said Sir Charles-

We are a special part of Australia
and the advantages we have can be
put to work for us, or put to work
against us in accordance with the
capacity and the philosophy of the
Government of the day.

Why on earth does he not do it, that is
what I want to know? If we are a special
part of Australia It makes no difference
which Government is in office in Can-
berra.

Mr Sodeman: flid you Implement your
total policy In five months?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Li.ttle boy, I would
like to hear you in due course on this
debate Instead of sitting there firing shots
about something that is completely irrele-
vant to this case, which is a motion of no
confidence in your Government.

Mr Sodeman: You are suggesting -that
interjections are out of order.

An Opposition member: Of course they
are.

Mr Nanovich: How are they?
Mr Sodeman: You people opposite throw

enough of them.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: We are a special part

of Australia and because of this -we have
advantages which can be put to work far
us. Here comes the key to the situation-

it can be put to work for us in
accordance with the capacity and the
philosophy of the Government of the
day.

The Implication there Is that we did not
have that capacity and that philosophy.

Sir Charles Court: You surrendered it
to the Commonwealth.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: So that is the reason
we could not put it to work. But here is
a Government that claims to have that
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capacity and that philosophy, so why on
earth does It not capitalise on this advan-
tage? There is no sign of its having done
SO.

It is all very well to talk about having
an advantage and what a Government with
the right philosophy can do, but when It
gets Into office I cannot understand why
on earth It does not do this very thing,
Instead of talking about It-the very thing
the Premier complained about in 1972 when
he referred to what we were doing. This
Is what must be done and I ask members
to mark clearly the answer to the problem.

Mr Grayden: You created It. How would
You know the answer?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: In case the Minister
does not know he should listen to this be-
cause he Is involved. We were told-

We have to go out and get things
done. The Ministers have to do It and
departmental heads have to do it.

Mr Skidmore: We would not expect the
Minister for Labour and Industry to be
concerned.

Mr Grayden: I would ask you what is
happening in the Federal sphere.

Mr Jamieson: You must have sold 1 mil-
lion copies of that record.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: If you would permit
me, Mr Speaker, I would like to pose this
question to you with regard to the things
we have to do: Does the Australian Gov-
eminent prevent the Ministers from going
out and doing something? I cannot see
that It does, unless it locks. them up.

Mr Sodeman: You ask the Speaker a
question and you give the answer yourself.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: When the member
for Pilbara has been here a little longer-

Mr Sodeman: I will learn some of the
tricks.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: -he will know that
the Speaker will not answer the question.

Mr Sodeman: Then you should not ask
It of him.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I say again that when
the member for Pilbara. has been here a
little longer he will learn that the Speaker
does not answer such questions.

Mr Sodeman: I'll agree; some of the
tricks.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: 1 will put this ques-
tion to the member who may answer it
If he wishes: What is there the Australian
Government can do to prevent the heads
of departments going out and doing this?

Mr Jamieson: It is rather silent!
Sir Charles Court: I will tell you this:

The Commonwealth Government has no
compunction at all about interfering with
departments, thanks to the way you sur-
rendered Your responsibilities.

Mr 3. T1. TONKIN: What is to stop the
heads of departments going out and getting
things done?

Sir Charles Court: The Commonwealth
Government may not be able to stop them.
but it is interfering in ways which I will
tell you about in a minute.

Mr J. TV. TONKIN: What rubbish!
Sir Charles Court: It has reached a

scandalous stage.
Mr J. TV. TONKIN: I say very definitely

that there Is nothing the Australian Goy-
erpmen t or any Government can do to
stop a Minister, the Premier, or depart-
mental heads from going out to see what
they can do about unemployment. To sug-
gest otherwise Is nonsense.

Now It comes right back to the Premier
himself. This Is what he said In 1972 when
I was Premier-

I can assure the Premier that given
leadership from the top there are men
within the Public Service and Industry
who can go out and take the neces-
sary action to get the people back to
work again.

So all we need is leadership from the top,
and apparently It Is lacking.

Sir Charles Court: That will happen-
don't you worry!

Mr J, T. TONK.IN: Wait Until the Un-
employment figures double.

Sir Charles Court: We will answer you
in due course and you will not like the
answer.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier said-
I believe the present unemployment

situation Is unnecessary.
Mr B. T. Burke: Hear, hear!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It reminds me of his

comments about daylight saving. "It is
neither necessary nor desirable", but he
voted for It.

Sir Charles Court: I promised the people
the chance to try daylight saving, and we
will try It.

Mr Jamieson: Why didn't you give them
a chance last year?

Sir Charles Court: Not with that crazy
Bll of yours.

Mr T. D. Evans: Twister!
Mr J, T. TONKIN: I realie that I would

be failing In my duty If the whole of my
speech were directed towards destructive
criticism. However, I needed to remind the
Premier of his promises because he Is so
prone to forget the undertakings he gave-
very definite undertakings, with no provisos
attached, and he staked his reputation on
them. However, I believe I have an obliga-
tion to tell the Government what It ought
to do.

Mr B. T. Burke: Resign!
Mr Nanovich: You had three years, how

can you tell the present Government what
to do when you couldn't do It In three
years?
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Mr J. T. TONKIN: I will give the pres-
ent Government a few Ideas.

Mr Grayden: This will be good advice.
Where did it come from-Mr Whitlam?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: No, it came from the
Premier himself.

Mr Grayden: You want to convey it to
the Federal Government.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I remind the Minister
for Labour and Industry that the Premier
said unemployment is a State responsi-
bility.

Mr Grayden: I said to put your ideas
to the Federal Government.

Mr Taylor: You are the Government.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: What is the good of

sending Ideas to the Australian Govern-
ment when the Premier says unemploy-
ment Is a State responsibility?

Mr Grayden: Why not put these ideas
in a letter and send them to the Federal
Government?

Mr Taylor: The Minister for Labour and
Industry should put his ideas to Cabinet.

Mr J7. T. TONKIN: If the Minister for
Labour and Industry wants to suggest this
is a Federal matter, that is his business.
I am Simply quoting the remarks of the
Present Premier when he told us In 1972
that unemployment was a State responsi-
bility.

Sir Charles Court: I did not use those
Precise words. You quote the exact words
I used in 1972. You Quoted them earlier in
the night.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I am entitled to quote
what the Premier said in 1972 because the
situations are comparable.

Sir Charles Court: That Is what I said
-Quote the words I used.

Mr J7. T. TONKIN: What? That it is a
State responsibility?

Sir Charles Court: Quote the words I
used in 1972.

Mr J7. T. TONKIN: I will do that.
Sir Charles Court: I1 said that the State

Government had a role to play.
Mr J7. T. TONKIN: These are the

Premier's words-
We would love to have the responsi-

bility to show what can be done by a
Goverrnent with the right philosophy.

Sir Charles Court: That is right.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: That is the State's

responsibility: the State is not responsible
for another Government's actions.

Sir Charles Court: Don't distort words--
that is not what You told the Minister for
Labour and Industry.

Mr J. 'T. TONKI: AS the Premier is so
touchy on this point, I will withdraw what
I said before in regard to responsibility.
I will put these words I have quoted in its
place.

(481

Sir Charles Court: We will accept that
completely.

Mr Jamnieson: Magnanimous!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: In 1972 the Premier

said-
It is the responsibillty of a Govern-

ment to provide opportunity for em-
ployment for the work force. We be-
lieve in approaching this problem on
a constructive basis to generate con-
fidence and bring about a stable
economy.

Mr Speaker, I ask you, does that refer to
the Australian Government or to the State
Government? The next point made by the
Premier was-

We would love to have the responsi-
bility to show what can be done by i
Government with the right philosophy.
I would be prepared to stake my repu-
tation on success.

I ask you, Mr Speaker, would the Premier
be prepared to stake his reputation on
what some other Government did in con-
nection with this responsibility?

I will now turn to my suggestions, which
are-

(1) Realise that the situation is al-
ready serious and will get worse.

(2) Put the advantages we have to work
immediately in accordance with
the capacity and philosophy of the
Government.

There Is no need for me to tell the Premier
what these advantages are because be is
aware of them. To continue-

(3) Go out and get things done. Tell
the Ministers to do it; tell the de-
partmental heads to do it.

(4) Give the leadership from the top.
Sir Charles Court: This has been done

-all of it.
Mr J. T. TONKIN4: To continue-

Go out and lead the way.
Mr Janmeson: You have not got out of

that chair under the coat of arms since
you have been there.

Mr J. T. TONKCIN: Continuing-
(5) Money from the Commonwealth Is

only a palliative-
Sir Charles Court: That is so when It

comes to unemployment; that happens to
be exactly true. People cut lawns and the
grass on the edges of the road. That Is
what we are using money for. You were
not happy about that-dicd you not want
the work done?

Mr J1. T. TONKIN: I am sorry that the
Premier broke the continuity of this sug-
gestion so I will go back to the beginning.

Sir Charles Court: As long as you get
it In perspective.

Mr Young: It is all in Hansard.
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Mr J. T. TONKCIN: Continuing-
(5) Money from the Commonwealth

is only a, palliative, so get the
private sector back Into business.

Mr Rushton: That is good sense, rather
than the private sector being destroyed
as It is by the present crew over In Can-
berra.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Did I hear the Minis-
ter say that is being done?

Mr Rushton: It is certainly being en-
coinraged.

Sir Charles Court: It will happen, too.

Mr J. T1. TONKEhI: Any results from it?
Sir Charles Court: Yes, Industry Is start,-

Ing to get back to its responsibilities.

Mr J. T1. TONKflN: That is not what the
Premier said yesterday.

Sir Charles Court: It is starting to get
back to its responsibilities. Did you not
hear my remarks about the development
taking place?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I read the Premier's
Press report which said that the Austra-
lian Government had destroyed confidence
and so Investment had fallen off.

Sir Charles Court:, It has destroyed con-
fidence, and we are trying to restore It.
You are just bewildered.

Mr B. T. Burke: Bewildering!
Sir Charles Court: You are wandering

around like a chicken with its head cut
off.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: If I am bewildered,
the Premier is bemused.

Sir Charles Court: It does not get you
anywhere.

Mr J. T. TONKIN': I am sorry that I
have got under the Premier's skin in this
way.

Sir Charles Court: Not at all, you are
just pathetic.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It Is all right when
the Premier is giving it.

Mr Janmeson: He could not take it In
the previous 12 years-he could never take
it.

Sir Charles Court: I have always taken
MY share of the bowling In this Place.

Mr Jamnieson: Never-you have always
reacted violently.

Mr Rushton: Look who's talking.
Sir Charles Court: Even your own col-

leagues are laughing at You.
Mr Jamnieson: It is amazing-I sat over

there for three years and took what your
colleagues gave me.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr J. T. TONEIN:, To continue with my
suggestions--

(6) As the quality of the average
Western Australian is higher than
that of the average Australian, go
ahead and capitalise on It.

Mr Barnett: Sell them!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: To continue-

(7) Concentrate on better ideas, better
plans, better management, and
better results.

(8) Encourage private enterprise at
every level, especially at a per-
sonal level, by providing financial
help.

The way to do this is to stop wasting
money on such things as the highway
patrol and $200 000 for a useless referen-
dun. Give this financial help to the busi-
ness people.

Mr Young:. What about the Yunderup
Canals and the Trades Hall Building?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I would be delighted
to hear the views of the member for Scar-
borough, if he has any, during this debate.

Mr Young: What is Your answer about
the Yunderup Canals?

Mr Jamnieson: You tell us! What about
the mess your Government left us with
down there?

Mr Young: Our Government did not
leave-

Mr Jamieson: Yes, with half-built canal
systems all aver the place. You left us
with that.

The SPEAKER: order!
Mr Jamieson: YOU left US With that:

we had to get out of it.
The SPEAKER:, Order!
Mr Mensaros: And you sorted It out.

didn't you?
The SPEAKER: order! The Leader of

the Opposition.
Sir Charles Court: A pregnant silence!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: it is very interesting

to see the Government members under
fire when one reflects on the smug look on
their faces in 1972, when they were dishing
It out in Opposition, left, right, and centre,
without any justification at all. They re-
fused to acknowledge any responsibility on
the part of the Australian Government.
We lacked the capability; we lacked the
ability to do anything. We could not give
any leadership; we caused the loss of con-
fidence. However, now the Government Is
called upon to justify a very definite pledge
to the electors while the present Austra-
lian Government was in office the answer
is, "We cannot do it; the atmosphere has
changed."

When reminded of his undertaking that
he would stake his reputation on being
able to solve the unemployment problem
in six months, what does the Premier do?
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We find that In July, whilst down at Al-
bany, he did not even realise that there
was a problem. So we are entitled to be
critical and to do as the Premier sugges-
ted: Give the State a jolt.

it is time the Government gave some
indication of practical steps to be taken.
It Is well within the competence of the
State Government to arrest this drift to-
wards increasing unemployment which will
put thousands of men and women out of
work. It is all very well to issue a political
manifesto full of kind and endearing
words Put there for the purpose of at-
tradting support at an election. However,
It is another thing to discharge the res-
ponsibilities which inevitably fall to a
Government elected upon the promises
made. It is time we saw some evidence
of this undertaking to go out and do
things, and to give leadership. Govern-
ment members sit there sniping and con-
tinually criticising the Australian Gov-
ernment. I am sick and tired of it.

Mr Bryce: So are the people of Western
Australia.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: There has been very
little evidence so far to justify the Gov-
ernment's occupancy of the Treasury
bench.

Mr H. D. Evans: None.
Mr J. T1. TON=I: We have had no

evidence of any worth-while steps which
have been taken to ease the unemploy-
ment situation. The only evidence I have
seen was a couple of statements that there
had been a meeting of Ministers which had
considered the possibility of expediting
certain public works.

Mr T. J. Burke: There was a precedent
for that, too.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: How far will that go
in meeting the present situation? I repeat
that although it is not likely there will be
any defection from the Government ranks
to support this motion, nevertheless I con-
sider the Opposition Is completely justified
In moving it.

MRt A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [8.01 p.m.]:
Mr Speaker, I second the motion. In doing
so I would like to quote the words of the
present Premier In moving a similar motion
in 1972 where he said-

I believe that the Opposition would
be failing in its duty if it did not move
this motion at this time. The Govern-
ment is obviously bereft of any solu-
tion to overcome the worsening un-
employment situation.

I suggest this Government is running away
from its responsibilities. It is squealing
about the Australian Government, saying
that the Australian Government is the
nigger in the woodpile and is responsible
for all unemployment in Australia.

Mr Blaikie: Racist!
Mr A. R. TONKIN: Yet we find that

when the Government was in Opposition It
continually claimed that the Australian

Government was not really a relevant fac-
tor. It is of no use bringing forward the
question of public works because, as the
then Leader of the Opposition said in 1972.
once that money has gone, there is
nothing left and there is nothing of a
continuing nature. That is all we have
seen from this Government-a suggestion
that Public works should be brought for-
ward. That does not increase the amount
of public works; It only makes a hole at
the other end.

We have been told that what was need-
ed was to engender confidence in the
business community. We were told that
this was a Government which understood
the business community and would be able
to engender confidence because it had the
right philosophy. The now Premier said-

This is the basic difference between
the policy of the Government and the
policy of the Opposition. We believe
in approaching this problem on a con-
structive basis to generate confidence

This is what this Government obviously
has been unable to do, In 1972, the now
Premier said that the handing out of
Commonwealth money was "only a pallia-
tive". He said it was a mere palliative and
that there was no need for it. People were
being given work chipping away lawn edges
and the like. Yet we see this Government
saying now that the Commonwealth must
do something to help. In 1972, It was only
a palliative.

We believe it is the responsibility of the
Government to provide jobs for the work
force. It is the responsibility of the State
Government and it cannot run away from
that responsibility.

Sir Charles Court: They need jobs, not
sustenance.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The Premier said
he was prepared to stake his reputation
on success. One would not mind staking
one's reputation if it were not a very good
reputation to begin with. It does not im-
press me that the Premier said he would
stake his reputation on success if his party
became the Government.

The SPEARER: Order! I must remind
the honourable member that he must not
reflect on the reputation of members of
Parliament.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Thank you, Mr
Speaker.

Sir Charles Court: The member's own
reputation is so bad that no-one on this
side worries.

Mr Taylor: You are reflecting on a
member's reputation now, are you not?

The SPEAKER: Order! I want to re-
mind all members that it is highly im-
proper to reflect on the reputation of
'members. One reflection frequently leads
to another. I would ask members to ob-
serve matters of courtesy relating to the
Standing Orders.
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Mr A. R. TONKIN: Thank you, Mr Sir CHARLES COURT: I will tell
Speaker. I merely point out that I was
referring to a. speech of the Premier in
which he used the word "reputation".
The Premier said that he would restore
business confidence within six months of
getting back into office and sorting out
some of the mess created by the Previous
Government. I do not know how long
the Government has been in office now.
What is it-six months?

Mr Bryce: It is 51 months.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: So the Government

has been in office for 51 months. In two
weeks we can expect the Premier to make
good his promise.

Mr T. J. Burke: Unemployment in West-
ern Australia Is the highest in Australia.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The Premier said-
At least we would restore confidence

and get the people spending money
and expanding industries. By doing
this we would create full employment.
The Government Is just waiting, like
Micawber, for something to turn up.

That was the statement of the then Leader
of the Opposition. I believe it is the
policy of the Liberal Government to en-
gender unemployment. I well remember
in 1949. prior to the election of that year.
Sir Robert Menzies, then the Leader of
Her Majesty's Opposition, making the
comment in Hobart that he believed in
an unemployment Pool because it led to
keenness in competing for jobs and to
discipline. There was such a howl in the
Press throughout Australia at the time that
Sir Robert Menzies did not repeat that
remark, although he never retracted it.
For a while, he vanished from the scene
and other members of the party took over
and turned the spotlight in other direc-
tions. Of course, being a nimble-footed
gentleman and something of an opportun-
1st, Sir Robert Menzies did not repeat that
statement.

Mr Young: Clyde Cameron and Dr
Cairns have said It since.

Mr A. R. TONKIN4: That Is Quite un-
true. Dr Cairns has stated that, given
the Government's policy at the present
time, more unemployment is likely to occur.
He has not said that unemployment is a
desirable thing.

Mr Young: But he said that if you
wanted to curb inflation, unemployment
would occur.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I refer to the pre-
sent Premier's next comments. He alluded
to what Sir Robert Menzies did In 1961.
The year 1961 was referred to in this de-
bate of 1972 because of the Credit squeeze
in that year which led to a great deal of
unemployment in Australia. The Mansard
record at Page 2582 of Vol 3 of 1972
states--

Mr T. D. Evans: What did Robert
Menzies do?

the Minister. What Robert Menzies
did at that time, which he knew was
going to be politically dangerous for
him, was to establish Australia's repu-
tation abroad as it never had been
established before. He was a man pre-
pared to stake the whole of his politi-
cal reputation to demonstrate the
political stability and the economic
stability of Australia. He was pre-
pared to go out and do what was
right,-

He was referring to the credit squeeze
of 1961 and the massive unemployment
of that year and the following year. He
continued-

-and today we are reaping the bene-
fit of the decision he made then. He
knew, as an experienced, old cam-
paigner, that what he was doing was
a difficult and unpopular thing to do,
but he also knew it was the right
thing, and he went within one seat
of losing his Prime Ministership in
doing It.

We saw in that debate the present Prem-
ier defending Sir Robert Menzies and the
deliberate creation of unemployment. So.
the crocodile tears we have seen from
time to time from the Premier do not fool
us on this side of the House one little bit..

Mairs, the financial editor of The West
Australian said on the 24th July, 1972. that
unemployment was due to Snedden. This
is the present Leader of the Opposition. He
claimed that the unemployment at that
time clearly was due to the Budget brought
down by Snedden in 1971. Peter Samuel
wrote in The Bulletin on the 12th February,
1972-

To Snedden, unemployment Is a
minor price not worth worrying about.

We expect unemployment to be a tool In
the attack on the trade unions. We have
seen such an attack already in the
atrocity of a Bill that is before
the House at the moment, and we
will see It again. Unemployment Is a tool
to ensure that the worker Is disciplined. I
believe it Is a direct attack upon trade
unionism, which this Government has in-
dicated it will do anything to destroy.

The Premier said by Interjection today
that the difference between the atmos-
phere now and In 1972 was that in 1972 the
Australian Government was favourable to
this State. I remind the Premier that in
Western Australia in 1972 most of the un-
employment was in the Perth metropoli-
tan area and deliberately, the then Prime
Minister, McMahon, would not provide
relief to metropolitan unemployment but
gave It to rural unemployment because It
was worse there in Queensland, New South
Wales, and Victoria. So, there was a delib-
erate punishing of Western Australia be-
cause the electors had dared to elect a
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Labor Government. The McMahon Gov-
ernment refused to provide unemployment
relief where it was most needed.

Mr Blaikie: That Is rot! How much did
Western Australia receive in unemploy-
ment relief? We received millions.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The relief was pro-
vided for rural areas.

Mr Blaikie: The McMahon Government
poured millions of dollars Into Western
Austtalia.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: That Is not the point.
Mr Blaikie: Fair go! We got millions.
Mr A. R. TONKIN: The money had to

be spent In rural areas, but we did not
have as much unemployment In the rural
areas as in the metropolitan area.
Unlike other States, the unemploy-
ment problem in Western Australia was in
the metropolitan regions, and we did not
receive assistance for that. To make It
even worse, New South Wales received a
special handout for blatant political
reasons from the McMahon Government.
Malcolm Mackerras, who I believe is a
very unbiased kind of commentator and
observer, said that it was blatant and stank
to high heaven. I cannot see how that
Government of 1972 was favourable to
Western Australia, as the Premier said.
We notice that the Premier is now silent.
Perhaps he is regretting that Interjection
when he said that the Government of 1972
was favourable. It certainly did not help
us when we needed assistance In the met-
ropolitan area.

Sir Charles Court: You cannot win in
this place. I will help you with your speech
If you want me to.

Mr Blaikie: The Federal Government
did help Western Australia. It halted the
rural recession. You ask the member In
front of You. He will tell you all about
It because that was his portfolio at the
tine.

Mr A. R. TONKCIN: I am not denying
there was unemployment In the rural
areas. However, the figures show that the
major unemployment problem was in the
metropolitan area of Western Australia.
We had to face the most unfair attacks
and, although I cannot say what I think
of them because of Standing Orders, I lost
respect for many members of this House
because of the unfair attacks they made
upon the Tonkin Government, day after
day, In relation to the unemployment sit-
uation. I noted at the time that the Press
continually gave headlines to these attacks
upon the Tonkin Government. I ask
whether a debate such as this will receive
the same treatment from the Press as was
given to a similar debate in 1972.

Sir Charles Court: You will get your
share.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I will be interested
to see whether we do and I know of many
fair-minded People who will be interested

to see what Press coverage is given to this
debate as compared with the debate which
took place in 1972. As the Leader of the
Opposition stated, 1972 was the first time
since 1963 that unemployment reached
six figures throughout Australia. Yet, ac-
cording to the present Premier, we were
to blame for that. He said the Government
of Western Australia was to blame for the
worst unemployment in nine years through-
out Australia.

When we had a Labor Government in
Western Australia and a Labor Govern-
ment In Australia, only a month after the
Whitlam Government came to power, quite
a remarkable thing happened. In January,
1973, for the first time since unemploy-
ment figures have been kept-I am not too
sure of the date, but probably unemploy-
ment figures were kept from about 1945--
there was a fall in unemployment for the
month of January. That has never hap-
pened before or since and It was a remark-
able achievement. It was achieved at a
time when the Government of Australia
and the Government of Western Australia
were Governments formed by the Aus-
tralian Labor Party.

If we turn to the unemployment figure
for November, 1972, we find that it was the
highest increase in any month of November
for the whole of Australia. Of course, I have
to indicate the months, because each
mont has its own peculiar pattern. This
increase was remarkable, and it occurred
at a time when there was a Federal
Liberal Government. That increase in un-
employment occurred throughout Austra-
lia.

In the States of Queensland, New South
Wales, and Victoria, which are the States
with the three largest work forces in
Australia, we find that Conservative Gov-
ernments were in office at the time the
increase in unemployment occurred. Be-
cause of the greater population in those
three States, their figures of unemploy-
ment had a great influence on the total
figure for Australia. So, at a time when
there was a Federal Liberal Government,
and when there were Conservative Gov-
erniments in the three most Populous
States of Australia whose figures had such
a great impact on the unemployment level,
we in Australia experienced the highest
increase in unemployment for the month
of November. From that we can
see that the Federal Liberal Government,
and the Conservative Governments of
Queensland, New South Wales, and Vic-
toria had nothing to be proud of. There
was a very bad record of unemployment
in this State.

I distrust simplistic arguments. When
we look at the unemployment figures we
should also look at the other indicators
of economic well-being. If we look at the
gross national product for Australia as a
whole we find that for the quarter ending
March, 1971, during which time the Tonkin
Government had been in office for a6 couple



1398 ASSEMBLY.]

of weeks, the GOP figure rose by 5.1 per
cent for the whole of Australia', and the
June, 1971, figure rose by only 1A4 per cent.

According to the Premier, who at the
time was the Leader of the Opposition,
that was the fault of the Tonkin Labor
Government, although these were figures
for Australia. The GD? figure for the
September, 1971, quarter rose by 3.1 per
cent; for the December, 1971, quarter it
rose by only 1.6 per cent; for the March,
1972, quarter it rose by 1.8 per cent; and for
the June, 1972, quarter it rose by 2.8 per
cent. So, we see that for those five quarters,
followinga the March, 1971, quarter the
mean is around a 2 to 3 per cent inicrease
in the GDP over the previous quarter,
compare-d with the March, 1971, figure of
5.1 per cent.

Surely those figures are remarkable, and
they indicate that throughout 1971 and
1972 there was a great downturn in the
economy throughout Australia; yet the
Premier, who was then the Leader of the
Opposition, tried to say this unemployment
was the fault of the Tonkin Government.
I do not think that is an honest argu-
ment. When there is a downturn in the
economy throughout Australia as a
whole, as illustrated by these indicators,
I do not think it is honest to saLy that the
unemployment which occurred in one
component of a whole is the responsibility
of the Government of that part of the
whole.

If we turn to the GDP figures for the
September, 1972, quarter, we find a 3.4 per
cent increase on the previous quarter. For
the December, 1972, quarter the increase
was 3.5 per cent; anad for the March, 1973.
quarter when the Whitlam Labor Govern-
ment was in office in Canberra and the
Tonkin Labor Government was in office in
Western Australia the increase was 6.5 per
cent, So, in March. 1973, the increase of
6.5 per cent in GDP over the previous
quarter was the first which exceeded the
figure for March, 1971.

From that we see Australia was getting
out of the trough. I shall not be dis-
honest and answer the argument dis-
honestly by saying that the fact the Whit-
lam Government was in office in Canberra,
and the Tonkin Government was in office
in Western Australia, was the reason that
we were able to rise out of the trough.
Obviously there were many factors to
bring that about. other indicators show
what a bad year 1972 was.

Mr Young: Tf you desire to be totally
honest you would want to see what has
happened since then.

Mr A. H. TGNKCIN: I appreciate the sin-
cerity of the honourable member in mak-
ing that Interjection. I used those figures
to show that 1972 was a very depressed
year for Australia. I do not quote later
figures, because I shall not attempt to
prove something in favour of the Whit-
lam Government.

The year 1972 was the worst In 15 years
for road transport throughout Australia.
Retail spending throughout Australia as a
whole in 1971-72, at a time when the coun-
try was at the bottom of the trough,
showed an increase of only 1 per cent. This
was the period when the Tonkin Govern-
ment was being blamed for unemployment.
In 1972-73 the increase in retail spending
was 4.9 per cent. This shows that Aus-
tralia was coining out of the trough, and
that Western Australia was getting out of
the unemployment difficulties.

If we look at capital investment for
Australia, as a whole we find that in 1969-
70, which was well before the Tonkin
Labor Government came to office, the In-
crease was 11.4 per cent over the previous
year. In the following year, 1970-71, at
the end of which the Tonkin Government
was In power In Western Australia, the
increase in capital investment was 12.1 per
cent. In the 1971-72 year we come to the
trough again, and the increase in capital
Investment over the previous year dropped
to 5.7 Per cent. That is another Indicator
of a trough throughout Australia.

The Australian Financici Review referred
to the low level of activity throughout
1971-72. The Bank of New South Wales
in one of its publications was quite poetic
in referring to the Australian economy In
1972 as "a composition in still life'.

One of the most remarkable figures is
the one relating to population. In the
June quarter, 1972, for the first time in 55
years the population in Australia fell by
12 000. That was the first drop in any
quarter for 55 years. That is remarkable,
and it is another indicator of the trough
and the depression.

On the 20th December, 1911, the Reserve
Bank changed the statutory reserves de-
posits for trading banks, and reduced the
amount that was to be held by the trading
banks from 8.9 to 7.1 per cent. This was
the lowest level of statutory reserves de-
posits since the inception of the SRD sys-
tern in 1960, when the figure was set at
6.,5 per cent. Governments do these kinds
of things in times of depression to increase
liquidity.

Various factors throughout the world
caused the trough and depression in 1971-
72. In the United States of America a 10
per cent surcharge on tariffs was imposed;
and this was aimed mainly at Japan. This
caused Japan to cut back on its imports
from Australia. In 1972 the Japanese sea-
men's strike which extended over many
months tied up 1 000 sea-going vessels.
During this period the ships were not able
to sail to Australia, and take away our
Iron ore. So we saw a great cut back in
the Iron ore that was exported from Aus-
tralia. As a consequence there was a loss
in royalties. This proved to be a very great
financial difficulty, and it caused unem-
ployment in Western Australia.
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To pick out one commodity, there was a
drop in the price of rutile in 1971-72.
The price decreased from $140 to
$100 a ton. This led to Naracoopa.
Rutile going completely out of pro-
duction; and also to Coastal Rutile
Ltd. being placed in the hands of receivers.
Obviously this was a depressed period. I
mention this as one Indicator, but if I bad
time I could mention many others.

When we talk about unemployment, I
should point out that a lot of unemploy-
ment is structural. Recently I heard one
member of the Government refer to the
retraining of the work force as some kind
of handout to ease unemployment. That
is the level of economic thinking shown by
members on the other side of the House. I
am aghast at their viewpoint, because it Is
nothing of the kind.

I instance Sweden. The remarkable
thing about this country, considering Its
lack of raw materials and the size of Its
population is its very high standard of
living. Significantly all the time it has 2
per cent of the work force in retraining.
This Is a way of Increasing productivity.
That is the whole point. Until Clyde
Cameron became the Federal Minister for
Labor there was almost nothing done In
Australia for job retraining. So, a lot of
unemployment is structural unemployment.

People do need to be retrained for jobs.
It Is unlikely that the number of people
needed for occupations in 1974 will be
the samne percentage of the work force
30 years' .later. So, there will be an excess
of supply in certain areas. The Whitlam
Government has instituted a most effective
retraining scheme which is one of the keys
to solving unemployment. I noted the ref-
erence by the Leader of the Opposition to
the Premier's comment that there was no
urgency except in one or two places.
I was rather amazed at that statement.
it appears that the Premier was speaking
with a forked tongue.

The Premier suggested we should visit
Queensland and find out what happened
In 1972, I do not know why he said that.
He also suggested that I should go to
South Africa. I am not very keen on the
Government of either of those places; and
I do not know whether the leaders there
are ideological bedfellows of the Premier.
However, I1 am not keen to go to those
places.

When Queensland is used as an example
of a wonderful employment pattern, the
Premier used only figures which suited
his argument. in this regard I refer to
what I said in the debate on the Supply
Bill on the 8th August, 1973, as recorded
at page 2414 of the 1973 Hansar!-

if unemployment In the State is
related to the complexion of the State
Government, as the Leader of the Op-
position claims, I point out that dur-
ing eight of the 16 months from Jan-
uary, 1970, to ApiIl, 1971, Queensland

had the worst unemployment rate In
Australia, and for four of those 16
months it had the second worst per-
centage of unemployment. in other
words, for 12 of those 16 months the
unemployment figures in Queensland
were the worst or the second worst
in Australia.

Yet the Premier, who at the time was the
Leader of the Opposition, seized upon one
particular time, and said that in Queens-
land a solution Was found because it had
a Government of the right political corn-
plexion. He told us to approach Mr Ejelke-
Petersen, who would be able to help us.
Apparently the Premier was not genuine
when he said that, because as I then
pointed out Queensland during eight of
the 16 months In the period mentioned
had the worst unemployment rate in Aus-
tralia. If Mr Bjelke-Petersen had such
a good grasp of economics why was he
not able to help Mr MvcMahon or Mr
Snedden to solve the problem for Australia
as a whole?

Mr T. D. Evans: He camne over here, but
he proved to be very disappointing.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I wonder whyl
When the 'Premier said, "Give mue six
months and I will put the situation right",
he was offering a panacea. A panacea is
something used by Quacks; people who do
not understand a problemi often say, "It
is all right. I will fix the problem." These
are vague words and gestures.

At no time did the Premier say there
were qualifications. He did not say, "Given
this or that, or something else, I will put
the situation right." I would have re-
spected him If he bad said that: but he
did not. His statement was unqualified. He
merely said, "Put us in power and we will
solve the problem."

Now that the Premier is in power he
says that the Government in the Federal
sphere has changed. I suggest that if it
were not a fact that the Government
has changed, It would be that the weather
or something else has changed. That is
not good enough for members on this side
of the House. It Is not good enough for
any Government to come up with vague
panaceas, by stating that it will solve a
problem, because every Government knows
that it may have to make good Its word.
When the present Government took office
the Premier said, "That was two years ago,
and things have changed." Of course they
have changed. The Premier knew very
well that things would change, but he made
no attempt to qualify his statement. I do
not believe that is honest.

I have tried to illustrate-and I have
said this previously-that Western Aus-
tralia is not an island unto itself. We are
part of a national economy and our mone-
tary policy is controlled from Canberra,
to a large extent. We are buffeted by
world forces which have their effect In
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Canberra, Melbourne. Sydney, and on all
State Governments. Decisions taken In
each State do impinge on other States.

I would like to see us have a high level
of investment. We have a responsibility
and should not speak with forked tongues.
We should not examine just a particular
Period and point at the situation in
Queensland. We should not adopt the atti-
tude of not mentioning that State because
It does not suit our argument.

This Government said it would halve
unemployment, but we have rising unem-
p3loyment. I believe it has been shown that
the Menzies and Snedden Liberal Parties
believe in unemployment. They consider
It a way of disciplining the worker be-
cause with unemployment the worker has
a weaker bargaining power. That Is part
of the traditional and unshakeable anti-
trade union stand taken by Liberal-Country
Party Governments. I am concerned that
we will not see this Government doing what
It can to get rid of the unemployment
problem.

When the Government was on this side
of the House it was prepared to seize any
argument and make any promise in order
to get into power. Now that it is in power
it realises that it has to put up or shut up.
It realises that it cannot honour the pro-
mises it made. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition spoke about the shelving of promises.
This is one which has been shelved. The
Premier, when in Opposition, said he would
Put things right and he would solve un-
employment. He said it can be done and
that it was a State responsibility. He said
we have a peculiar economy which either
works for us or against us and that if we
have the right philosophy we can make
all the disadvantages of Western Australia
work for us.

For the sake of Western Australia I hape
that the present Government does have
a solution to the problem. However. I
believe that kind of comment is quackery
and I do not believe the present Govern-
ment does have the answer. Also, I do
not believe it wants to find an answer
because as long as there is unemployvment
the trade union movement will be
weakened. We have seen major Bills which
have been nakedly aimed at the trade
union movement.

At the conclusion of the second World
War in 1945, the Australian Labor Party
was responsible for full employment. Tens
of thousands of men were brought back
from the war and unlike the situation after
World War 1, full employment existed in
Australia for the first time. We believe in
full employment but I do not think the
State Government has the same belief.

When one examines the figures for the
1920s one sees that full employment was
a marvellous achievement by the Chifley
Government. In the 1920s--and the de-
pression did not start until 1929-it was
quite normal to have 3 per cent or 4 per

cent of unemployment. During the time
of the depression the percentage of un-
employment was still 3 per cent to 4 per
cent of the Australian work force. It was
considered normal to have unemployment
even in good times. However, it was the
Chffley Government which introduced full
employment in peacetime, for the first time
in our history, and I do not believe the
Liberal Government has the will or the
philosophy to emulate that record.

That is why, on behalf of those people
who need Jobs, we say this Government
does not deserve the confidence of this
House or of the people of Western Aus-
tralia.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) 18.35 p.m.3: The motion moved
by the Opposition Is one which, of course,
was predictable. It is customary for an
Opposition to endeavour, at various stages
during the period it is in opposition, to
try to trot out something which it hopes
will embarrass the Government of the day.

Mr B. T. Burke: Yes, the truth.
Sir CHARLES COURT: It hopes that

the matters which it raises will do some-
thing to consolidate its position in the
public mind. I want to say it is most unlike
the Leader of the Opposition, with his long
experience and his unquestionable debating
skill, and his logic, to pull a boo-boo as he
has done tonight because I cannot imagine
anyone in the Labor Party, today, who
would want to raise, in the way it has
been done tonight, the question of un-
employmenit. I should imagine the Oppo-
sition would want to sneak away and hide,
and allow the argument to pass peace-
fully over its head, leaving the State
Government and the Government In Can-
berra to deal with the problem.

The fact is that we are facing the situa-
tion today when the Government in Can-
berra has acknowledged that it has this
unemployment problem on its hands. The
Federal Government has acknowledged
that the problem will get worse, and what
is more it acknowledges that the problem
exists because of the policy it has followed.
In fact, to the credit of the Canberra
Government, some of the more senior Min-
isters realised how critical the situation was
and at least did something to restore the
credibility of the Government

I remind members on the other side of
the Chamber that It was not the Prime
Minister who took action, but some of the
other Ministers who saw that the matter
was getting out of hand and they came out
with some forthright statements about the
unemployment situation. They made state-
ments about how the situation would get
worse.

I think those Ministers did the right
thing so that the public would not be
deceived. I remind members opposite that
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It was Mr Crean who, on the 18th July,
was trying to allay the fears of the
public. He was trying to calm. things down.
He said to wait until next month's
figures were available. At that time there
were 80000 unemployed. I would also re-
mind members opposite that it was only
in the last few days that Dr Cairns said
it was not until unemployment got over
1500900 that it would become "significant".
That statement rocked me toe the core, as
it did everybody in the Labor Party. It
certainly rocked Mr Hawke. Even under
the Chifley dictum 2.5 per cent of un-
employment was full employment in prac-
tical terns. The figure which has been
fixed by Dr Cairns must, of course, com-
pletely shatter everybody. He realised that
the Government had got Itself into a mess
and it had to do something to defend
itself. So, he started to bring out a new
set of criteria with regard to what was a
good economic climate in which a country
should function.

I come back to the point that the Leader
of the Opposition has trotted this matter
out in the hope that it will do something
to obstruct the Government. This is the
sort of stuff oppositions are made of. I
suppose we have done our fair share of
moving motions in our timie.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: I hope we will hear
something about unemployment.

Sir CHARLES COURT: One salient
feature of the motion put forward is that
we should get the matter in its proper
perspective. I remind the Leader of the
Opposition, and his colleagues, that they
were talking about a statement which I
made mid-1972. At that time there was- a
Liberal-Country Party Government in
Canberra, a Government which favoured
private enterprise; a Government which
favoured the Federal system; a Govern-
mnent which did not basically support a
centralised policy; a Government prepared
to let the States negotiate development;
and a Government which did not want to
walk in and take over off-shore oil sup-
plies and seek to place our resources under
the control of a petroleum and minerals
authority which was to set up its own
administration and take over the whole
of the administration of the resources of
this State of ours. That was an entirely
different atmosphere in which the then
Government was governing. Uf the then
State Government had the initiative which
we were trying to encourage it could have
come forward, with our support, and taken
advantage of the situation which existed
at that time.

The then Government in Canberra be-
lieved in private enterprise and favoured
overseas investment on a sensible basis,
and we could have emulated what the
people of Queensland were doing. I remind
members of the opposition that what I
said about Queensland in those days Was

very pertinent. That State was going
ahead. It had lower unemployment and
was making progress at a commendable
rate. The progress was something the
same as the progress we made in the 1960s.
although not quite as good, when we had
a Liberal-Country Party State Government.
I remind members that the rest of Aus-
tralia, at the time in 1972 1 made my state-
ment was having a downturn;, the Federal
Government was applying the brakes, and
it told the public that it was applying the
brakes to preserve a degree of stability. Do
not forget that the McMahon Government
was disturbed when it saw a 7 per cent
inflation rate, and took action. The
McMabon Government was able to lower
the rate to 4 per cent by the time it went
out of office. However, the Federal Labor
Government elected in December, 1972-
which promised to resolve all the problems
of inflation-has done nothing to abate it.
I will deal further with this matter in a
few minutes, because It is relevant to the
matter now before us.

I want to remind members on the other
side of the Chamber, when they talk about
statements made by a leader, a Minister, or
a member-as the case may be-that the
statement made In the middle of 1972 has
to be remembered In relation to the situ-
ation in which it was made. Let us now
look at the changed situation. I do not
back away from any remark I have made
in this House while speaking to motions
which we moved while in Opposition, or
from the statements I made during the
election campaign. It seems. the member
for Swan would like to see the State sink.
I want to say again, I do not run away
from anything I have said while speaking
in Opposition, or anything I have said
when in Government or during our Policy
speech.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: But what about the
position when you make opposite state-
ments?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We do not.
Mr J. T. Tonkin: But you did; I gave you

two examples.
Sir CHARLES COURT: For years and

years we have observed the Leader of the
Opposition in action, and he cart take words
and twist them around and make them
sound very convincing. He was referring
to one statement which he has taken out
of context and made it mean one thing,
for example, whereas in context It means
another thing. The money which the
Leader of the Opposition was referring to,
as coming from Canberra, was purely sus-
tenance money, and I objected to it at the
time because it is one of the most demora-
lising forms of employment people can
have. I hope we do not have to solve the
unemployment problem with sustenance in
the same way, and on a temporary basis.
of course, a recessed or depressed situa-
tion can arise where the Government has
to come to the aid of the people by way
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of sustenance but heaven forbid that we
ever get to that situation. People want to
be able to earn their money, and to be able
to show some value for it.

When this Government faced some
trouble at Albany, which arose very sud-
denly, a ministerial subcommittee moved
In quickly and provided Jobs. However, we
made it a condition that something of per-
manent value had to be done, and that
the money was not to be spent simply on
cleaning up road verges. We wanted to be
able to show value for money; we did not
want to lower the morale of the people con-
cerned. There is nothing more demoralis-
ing than sustenance type work. A man
needs to be able to show something for his
work.

Mr H, D. Evans: The Canberra money
had strings attached to It.

Mr O'Neil: There was nothing attached
to the latter proposal.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us look at
the situation which has developed since r
made my statement. The Leader of the
Opposition, tonight, was trying to base
his motion on what was said back in 1972.
I emphasise that we had a Liberal-Country
Party Government in Canberra that be-
lieved in Private enterprise. It was pre-
pared to let the States have the initiative
and it was Prepared to allow the States to
negotiate. It was not prepared to rubbish
the States, and it was not Prepared to try
to take over the responsibility of the States
by making decisions to grab the resources
of the States.

Let us have a look at the changed posi-
tion. In December. 1972, we had a Federal
Labor Government which has a centralist,
socialist policy and boasts about it, and
we had a Labor Government here. One
of the things that happened during that
period, wittingly or unwittingly, was that
the State Government at that time was
prepared to lay down and surrender its
responsibilities to the Federal Govern-
ment.

Let us have a look at the Pilbara situa-
tion.

Mr Skidmore: Where did it lay down its
responsibilities?

Mr O'Neil: Have a look at what they
said after they were defeated. They put
the boots into the Commonwealth Govern-
ment right and left.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us have a
look at the Pilbara situation. The State
completely lost its initiative for the Pil-
bara development. Instead of having new
projects, new railways, new towns, new
ports, and industries going in, as we did,
one after the other, the Pilbara. was
handed over to a study group, anid more
Commonwealth than State officers, are
participating in that study. The study
group has now completed a report which

will be studied over the next few weeks to
find out where it points and what should
be done by the Commonwealth and State
Governments. Because of the commit-
ment entered into during the joint Com-
monwealth-State venture by the Previous
Labor Government in Western Australia,
we have to go along holding bands with the
Commonwealth Government, and we have
to make up our minds what we will tell
the public. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment hopes we will bow down and grovel
to it.

We want to get the place going and get
something done. Had we continued in
Government and been able to carry on
and get the natural gas and petroleum on
our north-west shelf developed and work-
ing on a properly negotiated basis--in con-
sultation with the Commonwealth. by all
means-there would be no unemployment
in Western Australia today. But the pre-
vious State Government surrendered its
autonomy to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and became absolutely subservient.
So many people would be wanted on
drilling rigs and to service drilling rigs,
that alone would cut the unemployment
figure in Western Australia in half over-
night.

That is the difference in the private
enterprise, progressive approach which we
will get back to somehow, even if we have
to wait until we can get rid of the Com-
monwealth Government. So I come back
to the point I made in answer to an inter-
jection by the member for Swan; that we
are not backing away from any point we
made either in opposition, in the policy
speech, or since we have become the Gov-
ernment.

Mr Skidmuore: All you are doing is
running down the Australian Government.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do blame the
Commonwealth Government, and it
accepts the blame because it has accepted
the situation that the policies it has fol-
lowed have placed Australia in the situa-
tion in which it at present finds itself.

Let us have a look at some of those
policies. Some people adopt the attitude
that the Commonwealth Government is
in its present self-admitted mess because
of incompetence. I do not join in that
view. I believe the present Government
in Canberra is in Its present mess because
it wanted things to go this way. That is
the sad and dangerous part of it; the
Commonwealth Government is getting so
much power out of inflation.

Mr Hartrey: Tell us what you are doing
about unemployment in this State.

Mr Skidmore: Have you read the motion
before the House?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have read the
motion.

Mr Wkdmore: What about coming back
to it?
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Sir CHARLES COURT: By the time I
have finished, I think the honourable
member will realise I do understand the
motion.

Mr Hartrey: Answer my question. What
are you doing about unemployment?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We will do
plenty about it. We want to deal with em-
ployment-not an unemployment situia-
tion. We want to get onto the positive. We
want more people coming here so that we
can do what we did in the 1960s. The
member for Geraldton talks about cliches.
During the 1960s when the Brand Govern-
ment was developing this State, our de-
velopment rate was double the national
average, we had migrants coming into the
State at double the national average, and
in one year we brought in more migrants
than did New South Wales. This is the
positive thinking we will return to if we
can get the Canberra people off our back.
We will not give up.

We have been in Government for five
months and we have tried to get along
with the Commonwealth Government. We
have had meetings with the Common-
wealth to see whether there is some way
in which we can compromise and get down
to the job of developing Western Aus-
tralia in the interests of Western Aus-
tralians.

Mr T. D. Evans: Tell us what you have
done already.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I remind the
honourable member that what I said re-
lated to mid-1972. I remind the honour-
able member that at that time I believed
we could do it, and if we could create the
same set of circumstances we would do it
now. If we had in Canberra a Government
which would get off our back and give
us a chance to get out and develop these
things, I guarantee we could do it.

What do we have today? We heard
today on the grapevine that the Govern-
ment in Canberra, which wants to wipe
out the States, is actually conducting some
negotiations with overseas interests in re-
gard to some resources in Western Aus-
tralia, and it does not even have the
decency to tell us. We had to find out
through the back door. We sent off a
signal to the Prime Minister asking, "How
long is this going to go on?"

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Have you any evidence
to back up what you are saying or are
you going on rumour? This is important.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We have evi-
dence. I would not have sent a telegram
to the Prime Minister and the Deputy
Prime Minister had I not had good reason
to do so, backed by representations made
to me. People are coming here in the
next few weeks by Invitation of the Com-
monwealth Government, supposedly un-
known to us; but we are not so dumb.

and we found out. This is the situation in
which we are trying to get this State off
the ground. We will win but it will take
us some time to do so, and we would like
the Opposition to Join with us, particularly
in. view of the remarks made on one occa-
sion near the election by the former mem-
ber for Pilbara, and the comments made
by the Leader of the Opposition after the
election results were known and he was
able to let his head go. He was spot on
in some of the things he said about the
Commonwealth Government.

We are having the same battles but in
a different way. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion has been in politics for long enough
to know that Mr Whitlam and his col-
leagues, being good Labor men, have no
intention of making it easier for me than
they made it for him. One would be quite
unrealistic and naive to think Mr Whitlam
would say, "Charlie. I would not do this
for old John but I will do it for you." We
are sufficiently grown up-

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You have already been
proved wrong because I was trying to get
Alwest off the round with a 33A per cent
deposit requirement, and within a few
weeks of our going out of office it was
reduced to 25 per cent.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I come back to
the question of unemployment, which
seems to be the focal point. Hearing in
mind that today we have a situation of
the Commonwealth's making, which it Is
finding it extremely difficult to cope with,
it will be interesting to see what comes out
on Tuesday in the Budget, which has
thrown overboard Treasury advice, if we
are to take any notice of the Press reports
-a Budget which I understand Mr flawke
and Caucus have had a lot to do with, and
in which poor old Mr Crean has been
brushed aside. He is the Treasurer In name

only.
Mr T. H. Jones: How do you know all

this?

Sir CHARLES COURT: One does not
have to be in this game for very long to
have one's own methods of finding out,
and in this case one has only to take notice
of what Mr Crean says.

Mr T. H. Jones: Where do you get all
the information? That is what I would
like to know.

Mr Sibson: Come around tomorrow
morning and we will tell you.

Mr Bryce: From the same source as the
Deputy Premier found the Communists
under his bed.

Sir CHARLES COURT: To look at the
unemployment situation which confronts
the Commonwealth, I say quite advisedly
and deliberately that the Commonwealth
wanted the situation It has.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: So did Snedden in 1971.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: I have given up
excusing them on the ground that they
were inexperienced, Incompetent, or mud-
dlers. I have seen enough of them in action
aver the last few months, through attend-
tig several conferences, to realise that the
main Ministers who have the policy making
and policy actions in their hands are far
from being silly people. They are well
educated and dedicated and they know
where they are going. Dr Cairns makes no
bones about where he is going and his
ultimate Ideas about private enterprise.
What is better than to cripple private
enterprise by making it frustrated and un-
profitable and running it into a corner
when it becomes mendicant? What better
way to get rid of the States than to send
them bankrupt?

The Prime Minister showed no latitude
at all at the 7th June meeting of Premiers.
Even with all the goodwill extended to him
at the historic 13th July meeting of
Premiers he showed no resilience or gen-
erosity at all. At the Premiers' Conference
on the 13th August he just said, "Go away
and balance your Budgets."

Mr T. D, Evans: I wonder what the mem-
ber for Greenough thought of John Gorton
In 1911.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Not much,' but
the new Premier who came into office after
Sir David must have thought McMahon
was a breath of fresh air after Gortaon.
None of us has condoned what Gorton did,
and the honouirable member knows how
long he remained Prime Minister after
that.

Mr Whitlam said to us, "Go away and
raise your taxes and charges and get your-
selves out of your problems. I1 will give YOU
nothing." If he goes on in this way and
he can hold the reins tightly enough, he
knows the States will be literally bank-
rupt within another 18 months. We get to
the point where we cannot burden the
people any more. Goodness knows, they
have taken enough already.

Let us have a look at some of the things
that have been done by the Commnon-
wealth, posing as having some special con-
tribution to make to curing inflation. Re-
valuation: those who understand these
matters and make calculations will under-
stand that revaluation can be more devas-
tating than the tariff cuts as far as em-
ployment is concerned because it is a very
definite figure and it is very immediate.

This revaluation right across the board
was a dramatic decision if ever there was
one, but what a catastrophic decision as
far as export industries are concerned! The
iron ore and other mineral industries are
still trying to catch up after the blow they
received then. With all the price increases
in recent times they have not returned to
parity with the situation under the Brand
Government, taking iron ore on compar-
able value~s and conditions.

So we had revaluation, one of the results
of which must be diminution in employ-
ment, now reflected in unemployment.
Then we had tariff cuts across the board.
They were intended to take pressure off
Australian industry. Motor vehicles and
textiles-look how they have suffered and
how they have reacted, with the textile
unions talking about taking $100 000 a
year away from the ALP. They do not do
that unless they are desperate, because
most of those men would be good ALP
supporters--right-wingers and moderates
maybe, but mostly good ALP supporters.
Now they want to get out because these
Labor people who they worked so hard to
get elected have sold them out and let
them down. They were jettisoned in favour
of the textile industries of China and other
countries. one can imagine thes people
becoming very bitter. The tariff cuts were
a contribution to diminution of employ-
ment and increase in unemployment.

Then we had the 33J per cent variable
deposit rule, subsequently reduced to 25 per
cent. Whether it was 33J or 25 per cent
mattered not because in the final analysis
it was a prohibitive provision, not a regula-
tory provision, No-one in his right mind
would bring in money on a permanent basis
with the disability of having to invest 33k
per cent, and subsequently 25 per cent, on a
nonearning basis.

Then the deposit was dropped to 5 per
cent, which is a very nominal figure; but,
of course, the damage had been done and
it will take ages to recapture the con-
fidence and the goodwill that previously
existed, Some members may have heard
the hookup with Art Linkletter in America
yesterday. He described in a most devast-
ating way the feelings of responsible
Americans towards Australia, and their
bewilderment at the fact that a country
which had so much going for it should
suddenly throw it all away with centralist,
socialit philosophies. I was staggered at
the clarity with which the Americans
expressed themselves regarding the Aus-
traian scene.

Probably as bystanders they can see the
situation more clearly than the people
actually in the gamne, but their remarks
were spot on and it was devastating to
hear people of great responsibility and
with tremendous love and affection for
Austral ia-people who have done a lot for
Australia and for Western Australia-talk-
ing in these terms.

So here Is another factor; because all
this discouragement of investment and
enterprise again contributed to the dimi-
nution of employment opportunities which,
in turn, is now being reflected in unem-
ployment.

Then we had the abrasiveness of the
Commonwealth Government in its attitude
towards private enterprise. Can members
imagine anyone when he first went into
office doing more to discourage industry
than Mr Whitlamn did when he first came
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to office? Then; when he mellowed a little
and found he was confronted with people
from Japan and other places who had good
arguments, we found Mr Connor taking
over. Just imagine what damage he has
caused around the world as a result of his
abrasive attitude and the language he has
used. Consider, for instance, the language
he used in respect of the people who found
natural gas for Australia on the north-
west shelf. He talked of raping and
plundering.

Mr B. T. Burke: I went outside to get
a cup of tea hoping that you would be
back to Western Australia when I got
back, but you are still on the Federal scene.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The north-west
shelf happens to be in Western Australia.

Mr B. T. Burke: Where Is Mr Connor?
Sir CHARLES COURT: So we had this

man who decided that he would take over
the gas at wellhead, and we heard hardly
a bleat from the Western Australian aov-
ernment of the day. I can tell members
that had we been the Government there
most certainly would have been a bleat.
We would have had a dozen rigs working
up there and needing thousands of men to
service them.

Mr Bryce: Who would own them?
Sir CHARLES COURT: What does it

matter, as long as they are operating under
our conditions and, where practicable,
have been built here? What more does the
member want?

Mr Bryce: That is the point. I am
interested to hear you say that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: So I come back
to the point that this is yet another move
intended to damage employment, and it
is now being reflected in unemployment.

we come to yet another point: industrial
strife. If anything devastates a nation it
is the sort of Industrial strife we have
experienced in recent times. We have heard
the leaders of the Labor Party and the
Labor Commonwealth Government expres-
sing themselves in stronger terms than I
have ever used about the anarchy that
exists amongst the militant minority which
is so devastating and which has deliberately
mnanoeuvred itself into the position of being
able to control key industries such as com-
munications, transportation, and fuel and
energy.

Mr T. H. Jones: You have had very few
strikes since you have been In Government.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We have the
situation now where even our own Aus-
tralian R.A.N. fleet cannot carry out exer-
cises, and our Air Force cannot flY its full
programme.

Wr Bryce: What has this to do with
Western Australia?

Sir CHARLES COURT: It has a great
deal to do with Western Australia, because
this is all part of the programme genera-
ted at a national level which is now being
reflected in unemployment.

I come to a further point; one which
has helped to bring about the devastating
situation In which we find ourselves in
regard to unemployment. I refer to the
pace-setting tactics of the Commonwealth
Government. That Government boasted
about this when it first came to office. It
talked of expanding the Public Service,
creating new departments, and setting up
commissions everywhere. The Common-
wealth Government boasted that it would
be the pace-setter for salaries, wages, and
conditions: It said it would set the pace
for Private industry, and all the time it
was sowing the seeds of further unemploy-
ment because there comes a time when a
Government just cannot keep doing these
things and causing rampant inflation.

Then we get to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment's grab of resources, and this af-
fects Western Australia very directly be-
cause we have a situation where com-
panies engaged in projects are almost
afraid to talk to the Western Australian
Government because of their fear of Can-
berra. We will break down that fear. We
have said to these companies quite
frankly that we will face the problem. It
will take a while for us to bring this to
a proper conclusion. We have told the
companies that these resources are In our
State and that we do not want to read
in The Australian Financial Review or in
Eastern States newspapers what the com-
panies are saying to the Commonwealth
Government. We have said to them, "You
come and talk to us and we will have the
arguments with Canberra" because in this
way we will obtain positive action and
generate projects which will break down
the unemployment position.

Mr B3. T. Burke: Where are they?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am just tak-
ing the member for B~alga back to the time
when these comments were made in July,
1972.

Mr Hartrey: What about bringing us
forward?

Mr B. T. Burke: This is our censure
motion, not yours. Defend your per-
formance.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am. I am just
trying to save members opposite some
embarrassment, because they have really
Dulled a boo-boo over this. People will
laugh at them because they are Labor
men and proud of it: and what a mess
Australia Is in as a result of Labor policies.

Let me get onto another point where
the Commonwealth-

Mr Bryce: You wouldn't be able to stand
up If you didn't have the excuse of blam-
ing the Commonwealth Government.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I know this
hurts members opposite, but the fact is
that it happens to be true.

Mr B. T. Burke: Can you turn lead into
gold, too.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: I did not hear
that comment.

Mr T. D. Evans: The member for Balga
asked whether you can turn lead into
gold, too.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the mem-
ber for Balga wants to do his "Billy
Bunter" stuff that Is his business.

Mr B. T. Burke: You said previously
that I was a smarty-pants as well.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The matter we
are discussing is a serious one. I want
to come back to the question of how the
responsibility for unemployment has deli-
berately been taken over by the Common-
wealth. Take the matter of the rampant
inflation; just think what unemployment
that is generating at the present time. I
will give only one case-and this is only
one of many, and it is not the worst-
which concerns the construction of a 12-
room school with administration facilities
which in July of last year could have been
built for $263 000. but at the present time
the cost is $408 000. That is an increase
of 54 per cent.

We have works after works with in-
creases of 28, 32, and 40 per cent. Of
course, this produces unemployment be-
cause we have only so much loan funds
and so we do much less work, if we can
get it done. I stress "if we can get it
done" because that is the point I was try-
ing to make in my Press statement. We
have tenderers today almost pleading with
us not to accept their tenders. They are
afraid that i their tenders are accepted
and they have to do the work they will
go broke. This is a tragic situation. We
have to build up the confidence of these
people and to provide for them a situation
in which they know they can perform the
jobs.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: What are you doing
about it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We are doing
plenty. We are helping these people, and
we are taking a strong stand. We are
helping them to get back to a system of
plain, good sense in which we have value
for money. When public works today
cost 30, 40, or 50 per cent more than they
would have cost 12 months ago we Just
cannot maintain the number of men in
employment.

Mr Bryce: What are you doing actu-
ally to achieve that and to allay the
anxieties of these people?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for
Ascot would not understand that we go
about things in a manner slightly differ-
ent from that in which the previous Gov-
ernment went about them. We do not
work on the basis of having to assume
under direction from the Trades and Labor
Council or from Trades Hall that the
unions must be right; we assume that
everybody must make a contribution.

Mr Bryce: Are you going to answer my
question? How will you allay the
anxieties of these companies?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to refer
to another matter-

Mr Bryce: Oh, well!
Sir CHARLES COURT:

to handle this matter in
because I am answering
so-called censure moved by

I am entitled
my own way,

the motion of
the Opposition.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: And making rather
heavy weather of it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The fact is that
we have this Commonwealth Government
-and I will continue to use the words
"Commonwealth Ciovernment'-which
boasted through its Treasurer that it was
determined-not hoping, but determined
-to transfer a greater share of the
economy from the private to the public
sector. Members opposite believe In this;
It is part of their Philosophy. But whilst
this is being done I warn them that it is
one of the best ways I know of to pro-
duce lack of confidence, to slow down the
economy, to bring about a diminution of
employment opportunities, and, above all.
to bring about more unemployment. That
is exactly what Is happening. This is not
an accident; it did not happen because
someone had a bit of bad luck or was in-
competent.

The Commonwealth Treasurer has
boasted about this. At one stage when
the economy was looking rather sick as a
result of his policy of dearer and scarcer
money he boasted and said, "It is work-
ing. We are starting to get a swing from
the Private sector to the public sector."

Mr T. D. Evans: Were these causes
operating in 1972?

Sir CHARLES COURT: No. they were
not; that is the difference.

Mr T. D. Evans: Unemployment was
worse then than it is now.

Sir CHARLES COURT: No, it was not.
The outlook for today-and this is what
is worrying the member's Federal leaders
-in regard to unemployment in Australia
is worse than it has ever been since the
depression.

Mr J1. T. Tonkin: Is it worrying you?
Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes, it is.
Mr J. T. Tonkin: What are You doing

about it?
Sir CHARLES COURT: We are doing

something. I want to say that if we were
not holding the position with as tight a
rein as we are holding it, the position
would be worse than it is at the moment.

I come back to the interjection of the
member for Kalgoorlie. His leaders in
Canberra are worried about the fact that
the situation is deteriorating to the point
where they are afraid they will not be able
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to bold it. They are talking about a figure
of 250 000. No Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment would tolerate that situation,
because we do not believe in a pool of
unemployment, despite what members
opposite say.

Mr Skidmore: What is this " pool"?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Any Govern-
ment with any sense wants to have full
employment, because then we have a con-
tented community which is easier to live
with.

Mr Jamieson: What about Snedden's
Budget?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Snedden
believes in full employment.

Mr Janmeson: I didn't say that; I asked
about his Budget.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to tell
members opposite in all sincerity that the
leaders of the Labor Party in Canberra
today would do anything to embrace a
situation such as that which they in-
herited-

Mr Jamieson: Get out.

Sir CHARLES COURT: -because then
they would be in a position of having
manageable unemployment, and they
could cope with the situation fairly easily
if they wanted to and if they used the
right techniques. They had a situation
in which they could contain inflation
within manageable limits, and at a rate
much lower than the world trend. They
had a strong overseas financial situation-
one much better than we in this country
had seen before-and they could have
gone forward with great strength and
achieved many social reforms in a lasting
way which the community and the
economy could absorb and understand and
without the devastation we are experi-
encing at the moment.

Turning to another policy for which we
are paying the price of higher unemploy-
ment, I refer to the incentives which have
been withdrawn from primary industries,
both agricultural and mining. These in-
centives were not there by accident. We
had built ourselves up to a rather remark-
able situation in Australia whereby there
was incentive for private enterprise. We
had basic development programmes which
produced tremendous results. But one
after the other they were withdrawn. This
was basic to the policy of the Labor Party.
Members of that party made no secret
about it. However, we are paying the
price now because the situation does not
seem to be understood; and people have
been trying to tell some of the Federal
Labor leaders that when the props are
pulled out from underneath the agricul-
tural and mining industries a tremendous
number of people collapse with those in-
dustries.

The Tonkin Government understood and
felt the full blast of this and the lack of
confidence which overtook the fanining
industry. It understood what this did to
the tractor manufacturing business, the
fence post business, the business of mnanu-
facturing trucks, and all the businesses
which produce the articles and so on that
farmers use. The situation today is just
as bad, partly due to the overall economic
conditions, partly due to the market posi-
tion, and mainly due to the fact that
people have the idea that no support is
likely to come from the Commonwealth
Government and that they are being
thrown to the wolves by a Government
which Is opposed to private enterprise no
matter whether those concerned be rural
producers or miners.

Mr McPharlin: Destroyed their confi-
dence.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Yet another case,
which will be reflected with increasing
severity throughout Australia, including
Western Australia, is the Commonwealth's
attitude towards the granting of road
funds. We have had allotted to us the
same amount of money this year as last
Year in money terms, but in construction
terms there will be 25 per cent less
effective work.

Mr Skidmore: We have heard this
before, Mr Premier.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member will hear it again, too. He will
hear it from the unemployed before very
long and, in fact, they Will be knocking
on his door telling him that it is his
Federal Government that has done this
to us. It is his Federal Government that
is waiting to take some of this road con-
struction work out of our hands.

Mr Bryce: What an excuse!

Sir CHARLES COURT: These are not
excuses. These are cold, bard facts which
I know hurt all members on the other side
of the Howse. I keep reminding the
honourable gentlemen over there that this
is all as a resuilt of a deliberate Policy by
the Commonwealth Government.

Mr Bryce: Does that sound like the same
hero that we heard in 1972?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We still have
the same ideals and the same objectives
and we will achieve them. Can I deal with
another matter to let members on the
other side of the Rouse know that we
have a lot more things to go on with? I
refer to another interesting move that
has been made by those in Canberra. Who.
on the Opposition side of this Chamber
would have ever realised that, in their
lifetime, they would have been the
supporters of a Labor Party that has i-
Posed the highest Interest rates in history,
and not in the private market but In the
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official market? They represent the high-
est Interest rates ever imposed on the
official market, all condoned, all under-
stood, and all accepted by the Federal
Treasurer and his colleagues, because they
said, "This is part of the philosophy to
control Inflation," The moment they made
that decision it was as clear as a pikestaff
that they had to have unemployment.
They were trying to make money dearer
and scarcer, and the moment anybody
tries to make money dearer and scarcer,
less work is done, which means more un-
employment.

Mr Bryce: In 1972 you said you could-

Sir CHARLES COURT: I say again to
the honourable member-I know he gets
sick of hearing it, but it happens to be
factual-that if we could recreate the
situation his Government was in in the
middle of 1972 we would be very happy
to go on and do what we promised to do
because there would not be a Government
in Canberra sitting over us; that wanted
to take us over; that wanted to get rid of
US.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You would not have
been able to do any more then than you
have been able to do now.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I contradict the
Leader of the Opposition; there is plenty
to be done in this State. I went through
all this in the early part of the history of
the Brand Government. All we heard
then were olaimns of, "words, words, words."
Members who were then on the Opposition
side of the House used to call the agree-
ments we negotiated "scraps of paper." One
member used to hold up these agreements
and call them scraps of Paper, and of
course when the companies started to
breathe life into these undertakings and we
started to establish railways, towns, and
ports, and we had a tight labour market
because of prosperity, members of the
Opposition became significantly silent. We
will do exactly the same again.

Mr Jamieson: Oh go on! You would not
know what day it was!

The SPEAKER: Order!1

Sir CHARLES COURT: We will under
take the same kind of negotiations we
entered into then, even if we have to wait
until we get rid of the present Federal
Government.

Mr Jamieson: You thought you were
going to get rid of It before, and what a
big crash you came! The big man in
shining armour!I

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition is very obliging.
This Is the man who says he never gets
excited.

Mr Jamieson: The big man in shining
armour!

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: I remind the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition that
everyone on the Opposition side of the
House is guilty of having done his best to
put the present Labor Government back
into power on the 18th May.

Mr Davies: And we are proud of it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honour-
able member is proud of it he is proud
of the present unemployment. He came
in boots and all. If he is proud of putting
the Labor Government back into power on
the 18th May, he and his supporters are
reaping the harvest of over 100 000 un-
employed, soon to be 150 000, and Dr
Cairns is saying that 150 c0o is not sig-
nificant, but anything over that is. His
prediction is that the unemployment
figure will reach 200 000 or 250 000. Heaven
forbid it does! Harking back to the point
raised by the Deputy Leader of the
opposition; namely. that we worked hard
to prevent the Federal Labor Government
from returning to office, I can only say,
"I'll say we did!", because the only way
to stop this country from drifting in the
way it is, was to keep the Labor Govern-
ment out of office so that we could get
back some action.

Mr Skcidmnore: I have heard all this
before.

Sir CHARLES COURT: What happened
on the 18th May was that, by a narrow
margin, the Whitlam Government was
returned to office, but if that election were
held today the result would be very
different. So I remind the honourable
gentlemen on the Opposition side of the
House that they have to share the guilt
for the Federal Government, for which
they worked so hard, getting back Into
office. However, because we worked so
hard to get it out of office we can look
the public in the face and say, "It is the
members on the opposite side of the House
who were responsible for putting the
Whitlarn Government back into office."

Mr Bryce: We believe what you said in
1972 and we are waiting for you to deliver
the goods.

Mr Davies: Tell us about the "conunos"
once again; that is a beauty!

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to re-
mind members opposite of a few of the
comments that were made by Labor mem-
bers in recent times. These are the people
who used to laugh and sneer at McMahon
and Snedden. Now, of course, the public
sees these people in their proper light. The
people at least know we did put some
stability into the economy of the country
that means so much to the community.
Firstly I refer to an article published in
The Sundfay Times of the 23rd June, 1914,
which is headed-

Three quick blows knock Labor
hopes.
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The start of this article reads-
The Prime Minister, Mr Whitlam,

was reeling last night under a triple
blow-motor industry dismissals, ris-
ing food prices, and higher govern-
ment pay.

Then, on the 18th July, 1974. in The
West Australian, the following headline
appears-

Cameron details lull-work plans.
This is a very interesting article in the
light of what the Leader of the Opposition
had to say about the comments I made
in Albany in July. Then we go on to what
Mr Crean had to say before a Caucus
meeting. The following was reported in
The West Australian-

Before the caucus meeting Mr Crean
rejected suggestions that the govern-
ment was creating a pool of un-
employment as an anti-inflationary
device.

Such claims were "nonsense."
"The figure of 80,000 unemployed

has been around for about two years
and nobody had heart failure over
that," he said.

Further down in this article the following
appears-

He said the jump in unemployment
"surprised everyone."

But he said people should wait for
another month to see if there were
any unusual contributing causes.

Of course we did wait for another month,
and look at what happened.

Mr Skidmnore: What actually did hap-
pen?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The figures went
up with a jump.

Mr Skidmore: You tell me what the
figures are and I will see If you are right.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We are talking
about June. July, and August of this year.
We then come to this attack by Cameron,
because another article in The West Aus-
tralian had the following headline-

Cameron attacks 'anarchy'.
Then we get the comments by Mr Jack
Egerton, well known in the Labor move-
ment. He does not let up on this criticism.
He must have had enough, because this
article went on as follows-

Informants in Canberra believe that
the statements by Mr Cameron and
Mr Egerton reflect the attitude of the
Prime Minister. Mr Whitlamn.

That was made public only after Mr Whit-
lam had to say some strong things about
the unions. Then we had this headline
appearing in The West Australian-

Unionist denies anarchy.

Mr J. R. Grenville. of the Federated Clerks'
Union was then reported as having replied
to Mr Whitlam and Mr Egerton as fol-
lows-

,,I agree with Mr Egerton when he
accuses some unions of anarchy." Mr
Grenville said. "But when Mr Egerton
was asked if he was referring to the
Federated Clerks' Union he said, 'No'.

"As for Ur Cameron. I have nothing
but contempt."

Those were his remarks. We have read
report after report of advice by the
Treasury being rejected and being dumped
overboard. I wonder what will be the reac-
tion of the honourable gentlemen on the
other side of the House when the Federal
Government imposes an export tax on all
our minerals which will set us back still
further.

Mr May: What about Queensland?
Sir CHARLES COVET: Queensland is

getting in first.
Mr May: You did not mention it.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I am going to

mention it. I return to this recent article
which appeared in The West Australian
under the headline of-

200,000 Jobless predicted
This is a statement by the Deputy Prime
Minister (Dr Cairns). He has changed his
tune. Previously he would not have any-
thing to do with unemployment as an anti-
inflationary measure. In this article he is
reported as having said-

The Deputy Prime Minister, Dr
Cairns, predicted yesterday that un-
employment in Australia would reach
at least 150,000 and Possibly 200,000.

The situation would
Inside 12 months and
two years to return to
employment.

not level out
it would take
a state of full

He then went on to say-
He was not saying that the credit

squeeze had failed and had led to
unemployment.

But he accepted full responsibility
for dealing with the problem that the
system had caused.

Further down he was reported as having
said-

He regarded significant unemploy-
ment as anything above 150,000.

Then he gave that famous telecast of his
when he tried to blame the system and
no-onie could get him to explain what
the system was. I now go on to the 26th
August, 1974, when in The West Australian
of that date this headline appeared-

PM calls for union restraint
He made a powerful statement on the
question of union restraint. If we had
done the same on this side of the House
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we would have been accused of "putting
our hands around the throats of the
unions." However, this was not us speak-
ing; this was Messrs Egerton. Cameron, and
Grenville. Then Mr Whitlamn himself brings
us right up to date. We trace the course of
these developments up to date by the
attack on Cameron by Hawke. That was
the headline which appeared in The West
Australian-

Attack on Cameron by Hawke
Then, in The West Australian appeared
this headline-

Oovt-ACTU clash looms
Now, today, we have had this peace-
making meeting between Mr Hawke and
Dr Cairns. The latest headline we see in
The West Australian is--

Govt plans to help jobless
That report was made from Canberra. We
are trying to find what it is all about.
One report says that its impact is to be
only $2 million a month. Another report
states it is going to be limitless. "If you
can get through the Cabinet committee".
We know what chance we would have of
getting through that committee. We would
starve by the time we got through it. How-
ever, we have our own ways and means in
order to get projects moving which are
often scorned by the member for Morley.

One could go on reading the headlines
which appear in the Press. I will quote to
the House this one which appears before
me-

Strife cost $180 million a year
That headline appeared in the Daily News
of Tuesday, the 3rd September, 1974. Then
there is the extortion money paid by
shipping companies to the unions. The
funny thing about that, of course, is that
a lot of that money has found its way
back to the ALP. Another headline ap-
pearing in The West Australian was-

Cairns calls for union restraint
In The Sunday Times of the 8th Septem-
ber the following headline appear--

Labor's support drops to 45 Pc
Further, in The West Australian of the
9th September, 1974, this headine ap-
peared-

August Jobless up 25 Pc
Then in the Dlail y News of the 10th Sep-
tember, 1974, we saw this headline-

Hawke: Job Talk a Shock
The report went on-

The president of the ACTU, Mr R. J.
Hawke, "can't believe" the Deputy
Prime Minister, Dr Calmns, is advo-
cating more unemployment.

He has got the message.
Therefore, rather than move a motion of

censure or attempted censure of the State
Government-that attempt was childish
in the extreme-the Opposition should be

talking about the real problems which be-
set us today. Consequently, In order to get
some sense back into the situation. I pro-
Pose to move an amendment. That will
not surprise the Opposition, either.

Mr May: Nothing would surprise us.

Amendment to Motion
Sir CHARLES COURT: I move anl

amendment--
Delete all words after the word "be-

cause"-
There was a well-known song called
"Because".

Mr May: Colonel Bogey, wasn't it?
Sir CHARLES COURT: The amendment

continues-
-with a view to substituting the
following-

the Policies of the Commonwealth
Government have-
(1) seriously aggravated inflation

to a Point where it has be-
Come a national economic
crisis,

(2) forced the State Government
to impose steep increases in
taxes and charges with the
Prospect of more to follow if
the State financial position is
to remain stable,

(3) withdrawn incentive from
basic primary producing agri-
cultural and mining indus-
tries,

(4) frustrated resource develop-
ment programmes and dam-
aged Public confidence,

(5) forced up interest rates to
unprecedented levels with
devastating results for home
buyers and industrial expan-
sion,

it has produced a disturbingly
high level of unemployment with,
on its own admission, worse to
follow. For this the Common-
wealth Government Is deserving
of the condemnation of this
House and further, in the opinion
of this House, the Commonwealth
Government should expedite the
Programme of Commonwealth-
State co-operation offered by the
States to prepare a national
strategy to defeat the present
scourge of inflation.

The SPEAKER: Is there a seconder?
Mr McPHARLIN: I formally second the

motion.
Mr T. D. Evans: Little Sir Echo!

MR SKCIDMORE (Swan) [9.32 p.m.]:
I listened to the Premier give his reasons
why he feels he has made good his pro-
mise of some time ago to find Jobs for
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people, but I found it almost impossible
to recognise those reasons--for what they
may have been worth-in the speech he
has just made. As the then Leader of
the Opposition in August of 1972, the
Premier said he would pin his reputation
on being able to solve Western Australia's
unemployment problem.

Point of Order
Mr BLAIICI: On a point of order. I

do not believe the honourable member is
speaking to the amendment.

Mr Jamieson: How would you know?
You have not seen the amendment.

Mr O'Connor: You have heard it,
haven't you? I have not seen it either.

The SPEAKER: The member for Swan
has not properly developed his line of
argument as yet: but I would remind him
that at this juncture we are speaking to
the amendment. However, in my view
the motion of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and the amendment which has been
moved by the Premier are about unem-
ployment, and that subject covers a very
wide field. Therefore I think the member
for Swan should be allowed to develop
his theme on the amendment.

Debate (on amendment to mzotion)
Resumed

Mr SKID)MORE: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. I realise that the amendment
states that the whole blame for unem-
ployment can be placed fairly and squarely
at the feet of the Australian Government.

Mr Blaikie: Right first time.
Mr SKIDMORE; The honourable mem-

ber has his opinion and I have mine which
is that I disagree. I do so on the very
grounds that have been submitted by the
Leader of the Opposition. That is my
argument in refutation of what the
Premier says.

The Premier stated that he would cure
the inflationary problems by finding jobs
for workers, and I find this is a rather
remarkable statement when we consider
the present situation, because he now
blames the Australian Government for
the problem and believes that It should
do something about unemployment.

Sir Charles Court: We will do our
share, don't you worry.

Mr SKIDMORE: I would like to believe
that the Premier would do his share In an
effort to solve the problem of unemploy-
ment because none of us likes the idea of
workers suffering from loss of wages as a
result of unemployment and thus being
placed in a position of great hardship at
a time when It must be recognised by
those who have a little knowledge of eco-
nomics that the situation is grim. I do
not confess to be a great economnist. I
might perhaps be thankful for that be-
cause some of those people-both Liberal

and Labor economists-have not been
able to satisfy me or the Oovernments-
Liberal or Labor-that they could find the
solution to our economic Ills.

It Is very easy for the Premier to say
glibly that the Australian Government is
at fault. He surely must be aware that
the problem of inflation is world wide. It
is not just a phenomenon which appeared
all of a sudden on the Australian scene
as something remarkable and applicable
only to us. The inflationary trend is ap-
Parent throughout the world, but the
Premier simply said that the situation
was the fault of the Australian Govern-
ment,

He falls to accept the fact that if by
inflationary trends we place ourselves out-
side the international markets, we find
ourselves in the unenviable position of
trying to sustain those markets; and
surely it Is not unrealistic to suggest that
a Government should endeavour to control
those inflationary trends, and in so doing
Increase the productivity of the labour
force. The economists have told us that
our problems are associated with that
Productivity and all these aspects play
their part in the economy of the country.

We do not disagree that the Australian
Government certainly has some tremnen-
dous problems ahead of it, but those prob-
lems are not being eased by the attitudi
of the Premier who is not prepared to
tell those on this side of the House what
he intends to do to try to overcome the
problems facing this State at this time.

In the course of his speech the Premier
referred to the year 1972 when the then
Liberal Government in Canberra was able
to sustain a progressive policy of go-ahead
and development in the north because it
was able, so he states, to agree with the
Western Australian Liberal Government.
Then, when leading up to his amendment,
the Premier stated that it was the Whitlamn
Government which, by devaluing, created
the great Problems of that time.

Sir Charles Court: Three times he did
that.

Mr SKIDMORE: Let us see whether the
arguments the Premier advanced to sub-
stantiate his amendment will stand up to
the light of day. At the time the Budget
was introduced by Mr Snedden in August,
1972, an analysis of that Budget was
written by Dr A. R. Hall of the Australian
National University. He was fairly kind to
the then Federal Treasurer. However, he
was also fairly critical of the position in
which the Federal Government found It-
self because of the Budget. He said-

By this time many Liberal Party
supporters will probably be convinced
that my dreamn was not a dream but
a nightmare. Whether that is so or
not it is clearly a figment of the imna-
gination. The Government will clearly

1411



1412 [ASSEMBLY.]

go to the polls on its record of In-
activity, not with the announcement
of major policy changes which could
be interpreted as an implicit criticism
of its hitherto Prevailing policies.

What were its Prevailing Policies? The
Premier proposes to place all the blame
with the Whitlamn Government, but we
should study the situation fairly and
squarely to see whether the Premier's
argument can stand up to the light of day.

The SPEAKER: May I interrupt the
member for Swan for a moment? He may
not know that only 20 minutes is allowed
each member on an amendment.

Mr SKIDMORE: Can you tell me how
much time I have left, Mr Speaker?

The SPEAKER: Yes, 10 minutes.
Mr SKIDMORE: Beautiful! The posi-

tion could not be better. The question of
the Budget would depend upon the vali-
dity of the argument of the Premier. Dr
Hall went on to say-

The major immediate problem that
the real Budget is likely to pose Is
that, in the absence of a revaluation
of the exchange rate,-

I want members to bear that well in mind.
At that time this learned economist was
saying to the Federal Liberal Government
that there should be a revaluation. But
did that Government take any notice? Of
course not. The article continues-

-the stimulus to the economy which
it is likely to contain may well prove to
be excessive.

If there were not a revaluation. To con-
tinue-

The signs are not Yet unambiguous
but on balance suggest that a Progress
of recovery is already under way.

He then went on to state further-
The maintenance of an undervalued

exchange rate will make monetary
policy a weak instrument for control-
ling the domestic level of activity and
the Government will be presenting it-
self or its successor with a major
Problem of economic control some 12
months hence.

Were not those words very prophetic?
They were spot on, particularly in regard
to the mess left to the Whitlamo Govern-
ment to clear up because of the inability
of an inept Federal Government and, cer-
tainly, an inept Federal Treasurer who
was unable to sustain the economy of this
nation of ours. That Federal Government
was left wide open to criticism, yet the
Premier stands up and blames the Whit-
lam Government because it should have
done all these things. However, when the
Liberal Party had control of the purse
strings In the Federal field, it did not do
anything, so that when the Whitlamn Gov-
ernment assumed office it was faced with
a problem which it had to tackle.

This It did, but in the process it may
have upset some people who sit opposite,
as well as their supporters. The course
adopted by the Federal Labor Government
is one which any true-thinking Australian
would realise must hurt. Economic ills
always hurt; but what hurts more-and
history has revealed this over many years
-is the cure. The medicine which must
be taken to cure inflation is not easy to
swallow; nor is it easy for us to bear as
workers. It is not easy for our people to
suffer the indignity which results from
loss of income and rising interest rates.
I would like to deal with that situation
for which the Premier also blames the
Australian Government. He said-

These are the reasons the Australian
Government is the arch enemy. It has
been responsible for these actions.

Let us in honesty look at the situation
and see whether the Australian Govern-
ment has really forced higher interest rates
on the Australian people.

Sir Charles Court: It put the bond rate
UP.

Mr SKIDMORE: Let us look at the
money market, but again I say I am no
economist. I happen to be one who tries
to understand what goes on in Australia.
I could easily be wrong but surely my
theories could not be any worse than
some of the theories put forward by
economists, because they do not go down
very well either.

So I say the problem of the interest
rate was associated with the limited
amount of money available in the money
market. And who went out in the first
instance and took over the money market
in Western Australia? It was not the
building societies which in the first
instance attempted to take over those
markets; it was the hire-purchase com-
panies which were forced to raise their
interest rates to secure back from the
building societies the amount of invested
money taken away from them through
those societies raising their interest rates.
When that money was removed from the
local money market the resources of the
building societies were then strained to
the limit and they in turn chased after
the money they were losing from their
financial reserves and were faced with the
situation of putting up their interest rates.

It then came back to the question of
the rates on which the Commonwealth
Government was able to sustain its eco-
nomy. It, in turn, was forced to raise
its rates, but it did not do so until a situa-
tion bad been created by the people who
control the destiny of this country-the
hungry hire-purchase companies which
soak the working man with interest rates
higher than any bond rate or building
society rate.

Sir Charles Court: The bond rate pushed
them up.
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Mr SKIDMORE: Rubbish! MY theory
will stand the light of day but the Pre-
mier's theory will not. His view is the
same as that which economists all over
Australia are putting forward-the Liberal
attitude. I cannot stomach it and it is
not correct.

The matter of the interest rate is very
intriguing. The Premier dealt with it at
length and I would have liked to deal with
some of the points he raised in regard
to what Queensland did and what it will
do in the future. I will use the Premier's
example to illustrate what I believe is a
valid argument against the very figures
he gave.

Statistics reveal theat In the months of
April, May, June, and July of 1974 the
increase in unemployment in Western
Australia moved from 1.42 per cent in
April to 2.10 per cent, or an increase of
.68 per cent. In Queensland unemploy-
ment increased from 1.49 per cent to
1.62 per cent, an increase of .23 per cent
in the same period.

Because of the wonderful value which
has been placed on what Mr Bielke-
Petersen said, I suggest the Premier should
accept some of his own medicine. He
suggested we should send someone over
to Queensland in order that we might
learn something from that State, but he
had a golden opportunity to do so when
the Premier of Queensland was here a
few days ago. Perhaps he gave Mr Bielice-
Petersen some Ideas on how to control
inflation and where to place the blame.
it lies on the State.

As one who is sincere in his views on
unemployment. I oppose the amendment.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.50 p.m.]:
Unfortunately, I was not here for the whole
of the Premier's reply to the debate toniglit
and I may have missed some important
statements by him-although, on the other
hand. as someone Interjected. I may have
been lucky to miss much of It.

I thought we might have heard some-
thing constructive following the meetings
which have been held In the Eastern States
between the Liberal Party Premiers and
leaders In the various States. Last Mon-
day or last Monday week they got together.
I am not certain whether they were plan-
ning the demise of the Australian Govern-
ment, the National Alliance, or the Country
Party, but the Liberal Party leaders got
together to discuss how they would govern
the country.

Mr MePharlin: They were studying the
economy of the country.

Mr DAVIES: If they were genuine about
studying the economy, one would have
thought they would invite the National
Alliance. However, nothing has been said
about it in the House tonight and nothing
has been printed in the newspapers.

The Premier's reply was predictable.
When the Leader of the Opposition intro-
duced the motion there were a number of
interjections, and he said to the Premier,
"I hope you will give chapter and verse
when you are replying to this debate."
The Premier said he assuredly would give
times, dates, places, chapter, and verse.
I did not hear any of that In his reply.

Sir Charles Court: You were not here.
Mr DAVIES: In the last 30 minutes of

the reply which I heard, the Premier was
mainly quoting newspaper reports.

Sir Charles Court: I dealt with my own
original material before that.

Mr DAVIES: When one quotes news-
paper reports one should be able to sub-
stantiate them. Fortunately, the Premier
has not been called upon-to substantiate
his statements tonight. No doubt he de-
rives some delight from newspaper head-
lines but very often when one reach into
a story one finds that the headlines have
practically no bearing on the actual story.
However, I do not hear too much quoting
of chapter and verse. From the predictable
course the debate has taken, I would say
the Premier is continuing in his desire to
harass the Australian Government as much
as possible to ensure that there is the least
possible co-operation, and in an effort to
show that he Is the big figure In Western
Australian politics. While he struts and
carries on in this manner the people In
Western Australia are suffering. The Aus-
tralian Governiment Is continually Insulted
by the Government of this State, and this
is demonstrated by the manner in which
the State accepts the Australian Govern-
ment policies.

One has only to look at some of the
Press reports which have appeared re-
cently regarding projects which it is hoped
will help the unemployment situation.
Those Projects are being financed almost
entirely-in some cases entirely-by the
Australian Government. However, the
Australian Government never gets a. men-
tion in the Press. I have to ask questions
in this House to find out how much Aus-
tralian Government money and how much
State Government money Is Involved.

Sir Charles Court: It Is State money.
Mr DAVIES: For the dental school?
Sir Charles Court: It is money which,

under a proper Federal system, would be
part of the State Budget.

Mr DAVIES: It is Australian money, and
not State money. When will the Premier
stand up and be an Australian? Let us
make something of this country.

Sir Charles Court: How about you being
a Western Australian, as well.

Mr DAVIES: The Premier Is trying to
break away and trying to please all sections
of the community. Why does he not stand
up and be an Australian?

1413



1414 [ASSEMBLY.]

Sir Charles Court: The member talks
nonsense.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr DAVIES: That is what is happening

in Western Australia where one man wants
to run the Government.

Sir Charles Court: Fancy having to listen
to that.

Mr McPharlin: Is the member opposite
proud of Western Australia?

Mr DAVIES: I am proud I am an Aus-
tralian. It does not matter whether money
comes from Western Australia or from
Canberra.

Mr Rushton: The member is a centralist.

Mr DAVIES: Whenever I go out of the
State, or overseas, I am proud of this State.
I do not say I am a "Commonwealth"
and not an Australian citizen. The point is
I believe this State is suffering.

We know the amendment will be carried
because the Government has the maj ority
and can do what it likes. A move such as
this was perfectly predictable but we re-
quired the opportunity to state the position
with regard to the Government.

Mr Nanovich: This has been going on
for about four hours.

Mr DAVIES: I have not been talking
for four hours. I have heard the member
opposite speak on only one occasion in this
place. However, I suppose we can be thank-
ful for that.

The fact remains there is opportunity for
the State to co-operate. Instead of trying
to force little cliques in this great country;
instead of trying to foster prejudices; in-
stead of trying to push policies, and in-
stead of completely falling to co-operate,
it is time something was done. As I have
said, the people of Western Australia are
the ones who will suffer.

Sir Charles Court: A total of six States
have offered complete co-operation to the
Prime Minister but where has it got thiem?

Mr DAVIES: There was confusion con-
founded in that statement. However,
Premiers are saying, "I did not promise
that", and "Who made that statement?"
They have backpedalled and that reflects
exactly what the attitude has been. Wes-
tern Australians are the losers.

Sir Charles Court: Would the member
like a copy of the report of the conference
attended by six Preiers?

Mr DAVIES: I would be delighted.' I
have often been promised various docu-
ments but I have not received any.

Sir Charles Court: I would like the mem-
ber to name just one which he has not
received from me.

Mr DAVIES: I have not bad occasion to
ask for any document from the Premier
but the fact remains that nothing that has
been promised to me has arrived on my
table.

Sir Charles Court: What have you been
promised?

Mr DAVIES: Various documents have
been promised. I am sure the Government
is pleased to be able to move away from the
amendment because it must feel ashamed
of its attitude when the people of Western
Australia are the sufferers.

Sir Charles Court: We offered the Prime
Minister complete co-operation and he
has not taken up our offer.

Mr DAVIES: It will be accepted if it is
given in good spirit, not if it is put
forward with a show of friendship but with
a dagger behind the back. That is the type
of offer we have seen from this Govern-
menit. It said It would adopt a soft line,
but it has never done so with the Aus-
tralian Government during the whole of
the time it has been In office. The people
of Western Australia will continue to suffer
because of that.

We did not get chapter and verse to-
night. We were not given a very good reply
to the fine speech made by the Leader of
the Opposition. If necessary, we could
quote headlines galore about splits within
the Liberal Party and contradictory state-
ments by various Ministers: one Minister
saying something and another Minister not
backing him or Mr Snedden saying one
thing and Mr Anthony denying it.

Mr McPharlin: That occurs in the pres-
ent Federal Government as well.

Mr DAVIES: This is precisely what I
am saying. The type of answer the
Premier gave to the debate tonight was
childish.

Si r Charles Court: You weren't here for
most of it.

Mr DAVIES: We could do exactly the
same thing. This position is far more
serious than that. We do not wish to try
to score points; we do not want to be
flippant with the future Of Western Aus-
tralia. We want to see that we get the
best deal available. It does not matter
whether it is Australian or Western Aus-
tralian money-it does not matter where
it comes from. The fact is, we want to
get our hands on it. We could go on to
talk about the economists and the
Treasury, as the Premier did. We could
refer to a Treasury submission made to
Federal Cabinet; and the Minister for
Urban and Regional Development (Mr Tom
Uren) was able to point out some mis-
calculations in it. The whole submission
had to be revamped. it was prepared by
these worthy Treasury officials of whom Mr
Whitlam would not take any notice. Thank
goodness someone is awake and looking at
this situation. We suddenly find that Mr
McMahon and Mr Gorton have come back
into prominence. I like Mr Gorton, he is
a-

Mr Nanovich: A fine man.
Mr Skidmore: He Is a socialist.
A Government member: So was Hitler.
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Mr DAVIES: The fact is that these
people who were held up as the men
having all the ideas, all the knowledge,
and all the answers, have been relegated
by the Liberal-Country Party Opposition
to the back benches. They are not even
in the front benches. Here we have our
Premier living so far in the past that he
still seems to think these men are lead-
ing lights in the Federal Liberal Party.
They have been written off-all the young
ones are in the forefront now. Mr
Snedden has a splendid speech to make
and he makes it often. The other night
he replied on television to Mr Whitlam's
statement.

Mr Jamieson'. He always makes the
same speech-he likes it.

Mr DAVIES: The comment in the Press
was that it was nice to hear his speech
again. The whole of Australia felt, that
he came up with nothing new. One would
have thought that he was opening the
election campaign. He cannot believe
that his party is no longer In power in
Canberra. Steele Hall has said that the
Liberal and Country Parties cannot believe
they have lost the God-given right to
govern but that when they do they will
then become a power in the Australian
sphere.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes.

Mr DAVIES: Thank you, Sir. We are
getting away from the point a little.

Mr Young: You haven't been on it-
just ranting and raving.

Mr DAVIES: I could not help a passing
reference to the Premier's statements. He
is really living in the past. Until he
wakes up and discovers that there are
people in this country who want to see
Australia progress, and Who want to see
some of the old methods change-even
some members of his own party In the
other States think this way-he will never
succeed. I draw attention to the State of
Victoria where many members of the Lib-
eral Party want to see some changes made.
Unfortunately, our Premier has been in the
Parliament for so long-

Mr Jamieson: He is a bit of an antique.
Mr DAVIES: -he has lost the ability to

move with changing times. He believes
he Is able to defeat the Australian Govern-
ment. just by lack of co-operation and
harassment.

Mr Jamieson: And by waving a wand.
Sir Charles Court: We have tried co-

operation-where has it got us?
Mr DAVIES: As I said before, it is the

people of Western Australia who will
suffer. Of course this amendment will be
carried-I do not really think it is worth
debating. Members of the opposition have
made suggestions to overcome the prob-
lem of unemployment. The Government

has had the chance to reply to our argu-
ments but it always blames the Australian
Government for its difficulties. The
Premier's immediate answer to any criti-
clsm is, "Someone else is to blame".

Recently I wrote to the Premier about
a question he failed to answer the other
night, In the first Paragraph of his letter
in reply he said, "I answered that question.
You have not read the answer correctly."
I have read that answer a dozen times,
but I cannot see a reply to my question.
The Premier then proceeded to answer the
question. This is a tactic he uses, and as
long as he continues to use it he will have
problems and the problem of unemploy-
ment will remain. I most certainly oppose
the amendment.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister
for Labour and Industry) [10.05 p.m.):
May I say I can well understand the chag-
rin of the member for Victoria Park.

Mr Davies: I am not chagrined.
Mr GRAYDEN: The honourable member

was aL member of the Government which,
because of its policies, created this present
situation. He is also a member of the
party which, in the Federal sphere, is ag-
gravating the problem. He should well be
disturbed that earlier in the evening his
leader moved a motion which was idiotic
in the extreme.

Mr May: Good God!
Mr GRAYDEN: When the Premier

moved his amendment, we can well under-
stand that It caused the member for Vic-
toria Park considerable chagrin.

The SPEAKER: May I remind the Mins-
ter that the amendment before the Chair
is to delete all words after the words "be-
cause".

Mr GRAYDEN: Yes, Mr Speaker, and
I wish to speak on that.

Mr Jamieson: we are glad about that.
Mr ORAYDEN:, The Premier's amend-

ment Is to delete all words after the word
"because" with a view to substituting the
following words.-

the policies of the Commonwealth
Government have..

And then certain reasons are given. Thbe
amendment continues-

it has produced a disturbingly high
level of unemployment with, on Its
own admission, worse to follow...

That is precisely the situation, and it was
created as a consequence of policies execut-
ed by the State and Federal Labor Govern-
ments. In 1972. when the present Oppo-
sition was In office in Western Australia. It
achieved the record of having created the
largest Pool of employment of all the
States of the Commonwealth.

Mr Davies: Employment, yesl
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Mr GRAYEJEN: The largest pool of un-
employment for 25 years. The members of
the Labor Party did not deny this charge
at the time,

Mr Jamnieson-. That statement is not
right you know.

Mr GRAYDEN: Let us look at Hansard.
Mr Jamieson: If you convert It to per-

centages it might be right. You are talk-
Ing of pools of unemployment.

Mr GRAYDEN: I refer to page 2609 of
Hansard of the 16th August, 19'72. The
statement is to this effect-

We could accuse the Government of
this State of favouring a policy of a
pool of unemployment because we have
the biggest pool of unemployment of
any State. In fact, we have the big-
gest such pool which any State has
had for the last 25 years. How has
this come about? It is all very well
for members opposite to hark back to
1949 and talk in terms of the Liberal
Federal Government-

Mr Jamieson: I do not care who said it.
it is still Incorrect.

Mr GR.AYDEN: The statement was not
refuted then because It could not be re-
futed,

Mr Jamieson: A pool is a number.

Mr ORAYDiEN: We can produce the
statistics necessary to establish the! fact
that the previous Labor Government of
Western Australia had the largest pool of
unemployment of all the States for 25
years. That is the record achieved by the
Tonkin Government. Now we have a
Federal Labor Government and what has
happened? The situation Is that Minis-
ters in that Government are predicting a
pool of unemployed in Australia of possiby
200 000, and even a figure of 250 000 has
been mentioned.

That Is the situation, and it was created
as a result of the policies of the Federal
Government and of the previous State
Labor Government. No-one can dispute
that.

The Leader of the Opposition mentioned
that we in Western Australia received a.
jolt as a consequence of unemployment.
We certainly have. The jolt we have re-
ceived is the equivalent to that which the
Leader of the opposition would receive if
he went out to Helena Valley and climbed
up one of the pylons about which the
member for Kalamunda. had so much to
say last session and swung on one of the
power lines.

Mr Jamieson: Probably he would be
doing more good for the country than you
are doing.

Mr GIRAYDE&: The unemployment we
have results from the actions of the previ-
our, State Government and of the Federal

Labor Government. Now we find members
of the Opposition literally gloating because
the incidence of unemployment is so high-

Mr A. R. Tonkin: We are not; that is
not true.

Mr GRAYDEN:, -and welcoming the
situation because they think in some way
it will hasten their return to Government
in this State. We have seen the member
for Ascot leaning forward and gleefully
suggesting with a smile on his face that
the present Government has nothing in the
pipeline. I say the Opposition is gloating
over the Present situation-a situation it
has created. it is not thinking in terms
of its Impact on Australia-

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Dr Goebbeis!1
Mr GRAYDEN: --or of its Impact on

the 200 000 unemployed people; and the
figure of 250 000 unemployed has been
suggested. Members opposite think of this
situation as a vehicle to use to get back
into office.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It is not as bad as
it was in 1972.

Mr GRAYDEN: It is in those circum-
stances that the Leader of the Opposition
Produced this motion which I referred to
earlier as Idiotic: but it is much more than
that. It is idiotic in the extreme.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: That is the class your
speech is in.

Mr GRAYDEN: Here we have people
who, at both the State and Federal levels
have created this situation and, having
created it, now move a censure motion
against a new Government-a Government
which is in no way responsible for it.

Mr Jamieson: You wouldn't want a
handkerchief, would you?

Mr GRAYDEN:, We know the situation
in Australia and in other western countries.
We know there are two ways to socialise
a country. Mr Wilson made that abun-
dantly clear in Great Britain last year
when he commented to the effect that
within five years the Labor Party would
socialise four-fifths of the industry of
Great Britain. That was his statement
and, of course, it was brought up in this
House at the time. It was Pointed out
that his Policy would be the blueprint for
the Australian Labor Party, and that is
precisely what has happened in the Federal
sphere. The Federal Labor men have
adopted that thesis as a blueprint and in
the short space of 18 months or two years
have gone a long way towards socialising
Australia. They could not achieve their
socialist aims through the ballot box, so
they are attempting to achieve them by
this other method. They have done every-
thing they possibly can to break down the
fabric of free enterprise.

It has been said before that the fabric
of free enterprise Is very delicate. We have
only to upset the fine balance to cause the
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collapse of free enterprise with its conse-
quence of unemployment, etc. Then, of
course, the changeover would occur; and
this is the way the Labor Party hopes to
socialise Australia. Firstly it hopes to bring
about the collapse of the free enterprise
system. Let us look at how effectively it
has done this.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: There is no free
enterprise in Australia.

Mr GRAYDEN: Firstly, under the pre-
vious Labor Government of this State the
mining Industry was crippled.

Mr Skidmore: Oh, rubbish!
Mr GRAYDEN: The Labor Party could

not cripple the iron ore industry because it
already had overseas markets and it was
too well established. So It has continued.
It could not cripple the bauxite mining In-
dustry because that, too, was well estab-
lished and was too big; and so it has also
continued, but only just. In order to con-
tinue their operations the Iron ore com-
panies were forced to shovel out ever-in-
creasing quantities of ore for a lower
return: and, of course, when the iron ore
companies receive a reduced return the
Commonwealth Government receives less
taxation from them.

Mr T. H. Jones: What is your Govern-
ment going to do about It?

Mr GRAYDEN: That Is the situation in
respect of all mining. It virtually came
to a halt in Western Australia as a con-
sequence of the policies of the previous
State Labor Government, Then we had a
change in the Federal sphere, and let us
consider what happened. The Federal Gov-
ernment took away the incentives and sub-
sidies in respect of agriculture, and we saw
currency revaluations.

Mr H. D. Evans: And It dropped tariffs.
Mr CiRAYDEN: That Government went

inifinitely further than that. We have
reached the stage where the agricultural
Industries in Western Australia-and, of
course, this applies right throughout Aus-
tralia-are If not actually at the point of
collapse at least at a stage where from
now on we will see a great fall in pro-
ductivity. in this respect let me give just
one illustration of a small property of
which I am aware. It has a couple of thous-
and acres of wheat on it. This year, as a
result of the restrictive monetary policies
pursued by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.-

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Have you an Interest
In this property?

Mr ORAYDEN: -the farmer concerned
could not afford to Purchase chemicals
with which to spray his crop to overcome
the weed problem he experiences. Notwith-
standing the wonderful season the locality
in question has experienced-it has received
bountiful rains, which Is most unusual for
this area-the farmer will be down possibly

$24 000 simply and solely as a result of the
restrictions of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

The SPEAKER: You will have to get
back to the reason why the words should
be deleted.

Mr GRAYDEN: Yes, Mr Speaker. I am
speaking to the reasons which have been
given for the deletion of the words, which
are that--

the policies of the Commonwealth
Government have-

1. seriously aggravated inflation to
a point where It has become a
national economic crisis,

2. forced the State Government
to impose steep increases In
taxes and charges with the
prospect of more to follow if
the State financial position is
to remain stable,

3. withdrawn incentive from basic
primary producing agricultural
and mining industries,

4. frustrated resource develop-
ment programmes and damaged
public confidence,

5. forced up interest rates to un-
precedented levels with devast-
ating results for home buyers
and industrial expansion.

I am pointing out that, as a consequence
of the policies which have been pursued
by the Federal Government, without
question we will experience an extra-
ordinary drop in productivity. There are
no longer any incentives for primary pro-
duction, for manufacturing industries, or
for retail industries and, as aL result, pro-
ductivity will fall dramatically.

Mr A, R. Tonkin: What has caused that?

Mr GRAYDEN: It has been suggested
that the level of unemployment will con-
tinue to increase. We have heard that
from Cairns, Cameron-

Mr May: Court.
Mr GRAYDEN: -the Prime Minister,

and from every person who knows any-
thing at all about the situation.

The SPEAKER: The Minister has five
minutes more.

Mr GRAYDEN: Thank you, Sir, We have
a massive increase in unemplyoment; last
month it rose by 25 per cent.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Thirty per cent.
Mr GRAYDEN: No doubt the figure this

month will be even worse.
Mr May: Because you are not doing

anything about It.
Mr GRAYDEN: We are not doing any-

thing about it?
Mr May: What are you doing? You

have not told us yet.
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Mr GRAYDEN: There is something 'we
can do about it. Shortly the Federal Gov-
ernment will introduce its Budget.

Mr May: So will your Government.
Mr GRAYDEN: It is that Government

which, as a result of its policies, has
created this situation. If it is capable of
devising a solution to the problem it can
include In its Budget measures which will
overcome the situation. In those circum-
stances the most important action this
State could take would be to make urgent
representations to the Commonwealth
Government asking it to implement mea-
sures of that kind and to announce them
in its Budget. Everything hangs on that
particular Budget. I would suggest to the
Leader of the Opposition and to the mem-
bers who sit opposite that, instead of
moving frivolous censure motions of this
kind, after having created the situation
themselves, they should be making repre-
sentations to the Federal Government.

The Trades and Labor Council should
be making representations to the Com-
monwealth Government, If this is not done,
the situation will worsen. When we
come to the Christmas period and the
huge numbers of school leavers come onto
the employment market, the situation will
become even worse. We are facing an In-
tolerable situation at the moment. There is
one 'way in which it can be overcome and
I exhort all in those circumstances to do
something about it and to make urgent
representations to the Commonwealth
Government to request it to undo the
harm it has done to the Australian econ-
omly.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: What kind of Budget
do you suggest? What should be contained
in it?

Mr GRAYDEN: The honourable mem-
ber knows what can be done.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Name Just one.

Mr GRAYDEN: We must get back to a
situation where incentive is provided to
people engaged in primary production, in
the manufacturing of goods and in the
retail industry.

Mr Skidmore: So that they can make
more profits?

Mr GRAYDEN: Members of the Oppo-
sition, whenever they hear the suggestion
of profits being made, say, "Put the dam-
per on". This is what the Minister for
Mines in the previous Government did; he
put the damper on mining. The Ministers
of the Federal Government have Put the
damper on primary production and on
manufacturing. The way to overcome the
present impasse is simply to give the
Australian people some sort of Incentive to
product- The way to overcome inflation Is
to increase productivity but we will not
increase productivity unless some incen-
tive is provided. At the moment, as I say,

we are going to see a dramatic fall in
productivity in Australia, notwithstanding
the fact that costs are going to skyrocket
as a consequence of the Inflation besetting
the nation. Mr Speaker, I can see you
looking at the clock. I am about to sit
down. Before I do, may I say that I
deplore the original motion but support
the amendment. I think it behoves every
individual in this Chamber with an ounce
of sincerity to support the amendment.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Young.

EDUCATION POLICIES
Condemnation of Government: Motion
Debate resumed, from the 4th Septem-

ber, on the following motion by Mr T. D.
Evans-

That in the opinion of this House.
the Government should be condemned
for having enunciated certain educa-
tion policies at the hustings and now
some six months later is:-

1. Unable to provide any signi-
ficant rationale or meaningful
detail by way of answers to
Parliamentary questions as to
the Implementation of these
policies, that is, in relation
to:,-

(a) lowering the admission
age of children into the
primary school;

(b) transferring children
from the primary to the
secondary school at the
end of the year in
which children attain
the age of eleven years;

(c) limiting student num-
bers at high schools to
1 000 and at senior high
schools to 400;

2. Endeavouring to reconcile
patent conflict between cer-
tain key essentials in policy
of the two coalition parties
constituting the Government;

3. Unable or unwilling to state
clearly and fully the criteria
upon which it is expeoted to
Proceed with these Policies
without first having demon-
strated the educational merits
of the changes inherent there-
in and having failed, when
asked to name those profes-
sional educationists, whom
were or should have been con-
sulted before enunciation of
these policies;

4. Refusing to indicate the ex-
pected costing of implementa-
tion of each and all of these
policies.
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MR H. D). EVANS (Warren) [10.23 p.m.]:
I should like to refer firstly to the reply
given by the Minister representing the
Minister for Education. He said he was
unable to ascertain the reason for this
motion. He claimed he did not know
whether Liberal Policy was being con-
dermed or whether the Government was
being condemned because It could not sup-
ply meaningful details on the policies
enunciated.

Mr Mensaros: You have a look at the
wording of the motion in Mansard.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Minister should
look at his remarks as reported in Mansard.
He will see that that is what he said.

Mr Mensaros: That is what I said be-
cause of the wording of the motion.

Mr H. D. EVANS: We will clarify that
point in a moment and will leave the Min-
ister in no doubt about it as we go along.
The Minister said he was unable to com-
prehend the motion. Sufficient it is, in his
view, for the Government to have initiated
its policies. To be a Government inspired
-that is sufficient and is all that is re-
quired. The Minister went on to say that
the basis of Liberal education policy was
not merely the Nott and Dettman reports
but many reports from many different
sources. So, thereby, the Minister is
claiming that the Government's total re-
sponsibility for this particular policy rests
with the Liberal Party and he is quite
happy to claim it and accept its results.

The Minister went on to cite two separate
issues involved in the motion and in this
he was correct. The two issues are, firstly,
the Liberal policy, enumerated in principle
and, secondly, the implementation of that
policy. The first issue Is something about
which we must all have concern; however,
the actual implementation of that policy
is something that probably will be
of even greater Interest. The Minister
then went on to quote Liberal Party policy
in this area. It appears at page 1199 of
Hansard and deals with the admission of
flve-year-olds to primary schools and the
informal nature of the programme for the
first year. The basic philosophy of that
policy is open to question and I shall level
those questions quite properly.

The member for Kalgoorlie was criticised
for not understanding the replies he re-
ceived to questions he had asked. The
comprehension of the member for Kalgoor-
lie was questioned, not the nature of the
replies or the inability of the Government
to supply comprehensive answers to eluci-
date the doubts that existed in so many
quarters. It seems that to the battery of
questions that were asked from time to
time by a number of members from this
side of the House, the replies became fairly
static to the effect that. "An expert com-
mittee has been set up to examine that
particular point". This Is after 5j months

of Liberal Party Government, during which
time not only should the Policy of the Gov-
ernment have been clearly in the minds of
its Ministers but also the details of that
Policy should have been worked out and,
for that matter, should have been done in
the first place.

This was the very reason for the corn-
plaint of the member for Kalgoorlie. The
unsatisfactory nature and incompleteness
of the replies Indicate the incompleteness
of Government planning In Its educational
Programme.

I refer now to the statement made by the
Minister for Education as it was read by
the Minister representing him. I should
like to paraphrase the points which were
made. The statement can be headed "Con-
cept" and was made up of four parts
which were, firstly, that suitable educa-
tional experiences are beyond debate-we
would not argue with that-secondly, that
such benefits in intellectual and social de-
velopment are derived from informal, below
present age educational situations; thirdly.
formalisation could be expected to be op-
Posed; and lastly, proposed participation
would be voluntary and informal. This
is an elaboration of the general principle
enunciated by the Minister: namely, the
provision of a five-year-old education is
not to infer compulsion or formalisation.
I think that is fair enough; we would not
cavil at that point. Indeed, I agree that
If anybody took the trouble to research the
list of suitable, accepted world authorities
on this matter, they would find that It
would run into many hundreds of authori-
ties and that the material produced by
these authorities would cover many pages
of transcript. Indeed, this has been done
In certain research Institutions.

That very point crystallises the general
philosophies that pertain to this very Im-
portant aspect of education; namely, pre-
school education, and any reference at this
time to the flve-year-olds is a policy point
at issue In the programme put to us by
the Minister in his second reading speech.
The newsletter of the Pre-school Board
contains the following-

It would seem that the four year
old, active, lively and full of self-
importance and "self interest" will
probably gain most in a situation
where he is not expected to fully con-
form to school rules, routines and
teacher-direction in group activities.
He is an Individualist experimenting
with independence and self direction
and needs time, space and freedom to
work out his Problems. It would seem
that a half day "sessional' program
which leaves him time for private ex-
perimientation and play would best
help the four year old to build up his
confidence and control. For all child-
ren but particularly f or the four year
old it must be home and school not
either/or.
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And what about the "fives". It would
Seem that the five year old is ready for
a more organized programme, that he
is ready to have same experiences
which are at least "pre-academnic". But
does this programme have to be in
school-does It have to be a full day?
Is he to be "hushed" when he feels
exhuberant? Must he stay indoors till
the official "play time" even on a
"golden" day? How much time per
day does it really take to work through
a "readiness" program? Must he sit
at his table till "everyone has finished
and the bells ring"?

More Important is he gaining more
from being at school than he would
at home or in a community pre-school?
(There is no evidence that children
who start school at five read better
when ten than those who start at six
or as in Scandinavia, Germany, Russia
etc-at '7 years).

This Is the point I want to make, because
there were interjections on several occa-
sions making reference to the practice in
the Eastern States. However, let us get
the matter into proper perspective. In
considering education we have to view the
lull breadth of the canvas presented by
all countries of the world. We should not
pattern our policy on what is practised In
the other 4States of the Commonwealth
when we can use many other countries in
the world to make comparisons.

Mr Clarko: There are accepted authori-
ties who say the opposite; that is, that
there are advantages of a child starting
school at an earlier age.

Mr H. D. EVANS: If we analysed all the
advantages by referring them to the edu-
cationists In this State to make a com-
parison with the disadvantages, I should
think they would probably be equal. I
have no definitive grounds for arriving at
that conclusion, but I make the point that
this is another system. If I could conclude
this quote from the newsletter by the
Western Australian Pre-school Education
Hoard, it reads as follows-

There seems to be some merit in
the American and Canadian systems
whereby the five year olds attend half -
day sessions (called Kindergarten) in
special buildings attached to primary
schools-but with separate play-
grounds, indoor toilet, washing and
eating facilities.

Mr Sibson: That's lovely!I It is almost
the plan we propose to introduce.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Is it? This is great!
If that is so, it is about time we got
some information. This quotation con-
eludes-

Groups are usually around 2D with one
teacher or up to 30 with teacher and
aide. Teachers have two groups daily

-one group for 2j hours in the morn-
ing, another for a similar period in
the afternoon. (These figures suggest
a higher pupil-adult ratio than in W.A.
kindergartens.) No formal work is
attempted during this year but much
informal "Readiness" and preliminary
work.

That is worth bearing in mind, because
it reminds us that we are not tied to
Australian education philosophies only
and, what is more, it reminds us that we
should have regard to the situation in
Western Australia and what is required to
meet our needs in the best possible way.
To do this we need not necessarily pattern
our system on that followed in another
Australian State. This is what it appears we
are doing on this occasion. In my mind
there must be a close parallel between Lib-
eral thinking and the thinking in Queens-
land where at present the situation is not
on all fours with the situation in this State.

I question then, whether or not this pro-
Position, as it is put forward-I cannot
say at this time that it has been disproven,
but I cannot say it has been Proven,
either-is the best system to meet our par-
ticular needs. I make the comment that in
Western Australia we have at present
somewhere between 60 and '70 per cent of
pre-schoolers who have had one year of
pre-school education. Those children are
generally in their fifth year.

The cost, of course, is an impost that
falls on the parents and therefore the op-
portunities presented to Western Austra-
lian Pre-school children are unequal be-
cause in this situation, where education is
most necessary and desirable. the eco-
nomics of the system frequently Preclude
these children from attending school. In-
deed, it is only this year that the Com-
monwealth Government has made avail-
able funds to reduce by about one-half the
weekly fee parents have been obliged to
Pay. Nevertheless, although the weekly fee
of about $2 has been reduced to, roughly,
$1,' there are additional facilities made
available to the child which have to be
Paid for, such as the provision of fruit,
and so on, which brings the fee up to
about $1.40.

The standard of kindergarten work in
Western Australia is considered to be quite
satisfactory. In fact, it is high compared
to the standard in other States of Aus-
tralia. It puts us into world class. This is
the sort of situation we have at present.
The question then arises: Why not-hav-
ing regard to the need for expansion of
kindergarten facilities, requisite buildings,
the necessary programme for teachers, and
the necessity, too, to reduce fees paid by
parents-extend the existing system to a
satisfactory level?

This question has not been raised, but
I raise it now in all seriousness, This Sys-
tem has been Proved, and for it to become
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a first-class system it has to be supple- attention to two points which were raised
mnented by something that is being prac- by the Minister for Education on the 26th
tised at present In Queensland. I under- July last. In making a tour with the
stand that in the coming year the Pre- Minister I asked him in public before half
school Board will build nine kindergartens. a dozen individuals on the occasion of a
if this figure is increased to something like school gathering in my area, as to how
30, then, within three years, the situation the programme of pre-school education
that is being sought in the primary was to be implemented, having regard to
schools: that is, to make available a volun- the questions of training and of aceommo-
tary kindergarten education scheme in dation. The reply of the Minister for
those schools, would be achieved. This Education was that no difficulty was an-
would be achieved also-without the in- ticipated, because the movement of grade
herent problems which must arise-if we I7 pupils would leave classrooms available.
tried to use the primary schools in the and would provide teachers whd could be
way suggested. As I pointed out, this is utilised in the pre-school Situation, as the
the system that apparently has been intro- grade 7 pupils would go Into post-primary
duced in Queensland. education at the age of 11 years.

The expenditure in that State is of the Yet we were told in the Minister's
order of $7 million a year, and kinder- second reading speech that the Secondary
gartens are apparently being built up at aspect of the programme had virtually
the rate of something like 100 a year. It been dropped in priority. A further point
has to be borne in mind that only about -1 intended to make it when it came up
12 per cent of the pre-school population in its proper place in the answer-was
there Is receiving a full year of prepara- that the total cost of moving the grade 7
tory education. So the situations in Pupils Into post-primary schools would
Queensland and Western Australia are not amoun t to nothing. That was a statement
parallel. What may be successful !n of the Minister for Education. It seems
Queensland in overcoming the problems in the Minister is getting himself deeper and
that State may not necessarily be the best deeper Into trouble. He should have an
approach we can make. appreciation of the practicalitles of the

Mr Mensaros: We are not doing this, situation into which he is moving.
You could make use of the same criticism Having stated there would be no prob-
against any policy. lem, as an over simplification he said the

Mr H. D. EVANS, Let us develop that effect was that the five-year-old children
a little further. We will see whether the would go into the primary schools. He
difficulties that can be recognised at this said there would be no problems, class-
stage, and the reasons for enideavouring to rooms would be available, and staff would
embrace such a project can stand up to also be available because the grade 7
a closer investigation. We then come to teachers would still be on band.
the question of implementing the pro- The first fallacy is that, in the first
gramme that has been suggested. I would Place, the teachers become accustomed to
like to make reference to what is entailed; being trained for teaching In the seventh
that Is, the provision of education for all grade and they would not be suitable
children in all parts of the State at no through lack of Professional expertise to
cost. The statement made by the Minister undertake pre-school education, because a
was that there will be co-operation between three-year specialised kindergarten course
the Education Department and the Pre- Is Provided for that very purpose. If
school Board. This is refreshing because the there is to be any great expansion, some
Pre-school Board has not a clue as to where sort of comparable teacher training should
it is going at the moment. be carried on at the present time. Bear-

The re-chol Eucaton oar isun- Ing in mind that the Pre-School Educa-
Thle Poanre-Schoo e Eduatio Boar qusis. tion Association standards are to be main-

abled to anse alrgles numbere fiqeins.n tained, this is a prerequisite to bring
Inded, n te rplis tht wre ive In about those standards. So, the Minister's

this House, It was shown that these ques- statement in that respect was incompre-
tions had niot even been determined. I hensible.
refer to such matters as who Is to decide
the Pilot schools. It did not give very As I have pointed out, the minister
much evidence of the co-operation that said In his reply there would be no Cost
was anticipated. The replies stated that Involved. When questioned about the cost,
all phases were subject to programming, he said he could see no cost involved In
and that the standards of the Australian the high school situation in moving grade
Pre-School Association were to be followed. 7 pupils Into post-primary education.
Of course, that Is what the present kinder-
garten system has adopted, and it Is a We have to have regard for the situa-
very worth-while and desirable approach. tion as a whole. If we are to introduce

five-year-olds, and move the grade 7 pu-
The secondary aims, as stated, bave pils Into high schools, we will have a cost

already become subordinate to the alms somewhere, particularly if the matricula-
of pre-school education. At this point the tion college principal becomes part and
backing-out process has started. I draw parcel of the over-all plan.
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The other Point which involves the here we have the instance of what he is
Minister for Education relates to a recent
deputation from the Teachers' Union the
week before last. It would appear that
the deputation was asked how It viewed
the taking over of an alternative situa-
tion. That situation was the acceptance
of the pre-school commission taking over
the programme which would be financed
by Commonwealth Government funds; that
is to. say, going back basically to the pro-
position which I suggested would be more
attractive in Western Australia.

This problem Is of the greatest magni-
tude. If that position is to come about
who will control the real live situation at
the grass roots at the school, and the
teachers with whom the difficulties of li-
plementing such a Programme rest? I
Pose the question whether the teachers
would be answerable to and controlled by
a single authority; would there be divided
control in the pre-school education cen-
tres; would there be separate buildings
constructed; and would there be any dif-
ference in the conditions under which
two teachers, side by side, are obliged to
operate?

These are difficulties which I do not
think have been looked at closely, let
alone answered. In conclusion the Minis-
ter said that the Government had a com-
prehensive education policy which was
wvell thought out; but he left unsaid the
manner in which it would be implemented
and how it would work. That was the
policy which the Liberal Party placed be-
fore the people at the hustings. This
brings us to the question of cost, as raised
just before the last election. This is a
matter on which something more needs
to be said.

Let me make one reference to the atti-
tude of the Teachers' Union. Since the
conference of that union in 1974 there
has been direct antagonism which could
lead to a most undesirable confrontation.

Mr Clarko: You wish it to happen.
Mr H1. D. EVANS: Let us have regard for

the cause, before we condemn the effect.
Let us look at the view of the Teachers'
Union, and the justification for that view
put forward by 9 000 teachers who will
be involved in a professional disturbance
of a major nature.

I also draw attention to the fact that a
motion was passed at the recent confer-
ence of the Teachers' Union. The motion
was that the union opposed any moves
to implement the policies of the State
Government in this area of education. Of
course, that Is the implementation of the
five-year-olds primary education policy.

The views of the union have not been
sought in respect of this policy. This
seems to bear a resemblance to the atti-
tude of the Premier when he spoke of
his disappointment with the attitude of
the Commonwealth Government. Yet,

complaining about being perpetrated by
ignoring the union. This is the same atti-
tude that has been adopted in respect of
the trade unions and the fuel Bill.

So It seems that the minister for Edu-
cation has again expressed the hope.
He has told the union he expects co-op-
eration and then he rejects consultation
and simply informs the union as decisions
take place. This in itself is unfortunate,
but there is a further unfortunate aspect
which emanates from the fact that the
State School Teachers' Union of this
State at its 1971 conference brought down
a teachers' charter. This was drawn up as
the result of much deliberation, and its
purpose wvas to indicate the measures
which the Teachers' Union thought des-
irable to improve the quality of educa-
tion in Western Australia.

The union spread its improvements over
a five-year period and commented that it
had gone along with the idea in the hope
that its aims and goals would be achieved
in that time. Those aims and goals were
set down in the charter of 1971, and one
of them states--

The Teachers' Union shall be rep-
resented with full voting rights on
Government boards and departmental
committees dealing with educational
matters.

Even on the expert committee which has
been much vaunted, the Teachers' Union
is not represented. Here we are dealing
with an organisation comprising the prac-
tising educationalists of Western Australia
with whom the responsibility for imple-
menting this policy will have to rest.

Instead of enlisting and seeking the co-
operation of this group the Government
has gone out of its way to slight It. It
has done more than that. It has turned
its back on it and refused to consult and
refused to allow representation where
it is most needed.

Another point emanating from this
document is that the goals and aims which
were set down for the five-year period have
not been achieved. Just to take one as-
pect, it would require something like $27
million to achieve the desirable and speci-
fied class sizes which have been set down
in the Teachers' Union charter. Before
these objectives have been gained, the
Government has a commitment into an-
other field of education which is dubious
in itself. The overall principle is all right,
but its Implementation, no. Its Implemen-
tation is strongly open to doubt and ques-
tion on the grounds of teaching practice
and the overriding concept, as well as the
grounds of economics and practicabilities
of Implementation.

So $27 million is necessary to achieve
that requirement. I might add that the
goals which have been sought and aimed
at for five years to bring the primary
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school classes to the size considered ac-
ceptable on modern-day standards would,
in itself, necessitate the appointment of
a further 2 500 teachers. This is the reason
the priorities of the Teachers' Union have
been so important and their disregard can
be taken by most as a rather precipitous
election move on the Part of the now Gov-
ernment, desperate for something it could
see as Imaginative in the field of educa-
tion. No other construction can be placed
on the policy.

While millions of dollars will have to be
made available to provide accomimoda-
tion for the 20 000 five-year-alds involved,
It would seem that the charter alms are
now unattainable; so something must be
deferred. I rather feel that at this stage the
Programme which has been submitted
needs a very close scrutiny and second
study before it is fulfilled.

I would like to make reference to Pro-
fessor Zlotnik who was in this State two
weeks ago and made a broadcast on the
ABC Programme "Here Now". He gave his
view on the educational standards in Aus-
tralia and made a comparison with the
standard in British Columbia. Admittedly
that Place is In a fairly happy state, ed-
ucationally. It has built itself up to one
of the foremost States In its nation; and
it has been able to draw on teachers from
lesser endowed neighbouring States.

Thle professor made the point very
strongly that the Primary schools in this
State, as In others, were grossly over-
crowded, and the unfortunate fact is that
In the Primary and lower Primary classes
It has been the wont to allow larger
classes to exist because the trend has been
to reduce ciasses in the secondary schools
where the classes are of a reasonable size.
Perhaps It has been the secondary school
teachers who have drawn the priority to
their area, although I am not quite sure on
that, Nevertheless, that is the present sit-
uation, which has been at the expense and
detriment of the primary schools where
there is, if anything, a greater need for a
lower teacher-pupil ratio.

The total development, including the
emotional development, the development of
confidence, and a whole range of factors
which go to make up the total personality
of a child at that age, requires the atten-
tion of the teacher to the very highest
degree Possible. This, unfortunately, has
been overlooked for so many years and it
is in this area the Teachers' Union sees
a very high priority.

I would like to sumnmarise the Teachers'
Union's viewpoint. The union deplores the
lack of consultation and co-operation
and we could go along with the union and
deplore it also. It feels the priorities of
the Government are wrong inasmuch as it
is entering Into a new field and making a
commitment In an area about which It does
not know a great deal, The alternatives
are very attractive and not Impracticable.
They Would be attainable in a question of

a reasonably few years, but of course if
major changes in education are to be made,
funds will be Involved one way or another
and so it is a matter of determining the
overall aspect which is most suitable to the
State. I suggest that what suits Queens-
land need not necessarily be the best
approach in Western Australia.

The union also feels that research has
been neglected along these lines and that
funds should not be diverted from the
primary system. In this regard I feel the
union does have a very real and legitimate
grievance and It is to the shame of the
Government that it adopted a rather cava-
lier attitude to the whole approach.

A great deal of opposition has been
generated in the papers of recent weeks.
I will not read the whole file because It
is too voluminous. T will content myself
with reading only one extract from it.

An article appeared in The West Aus-
tralian on Thursday, the 29th August, and
It includes a most succinct paragraph re-
ferring to the fact that the fault did not
rest entirely with the Teachers' Union.
The article, In Part, stated-

The Government was guilty of ap-
palling communication at the outset.
The scheme was not explained clearly
during the election campaign and It
has undergone several shiftis in empha-
sis since then.

The article continued-
it Is evident from the state of the

Treasury and teacher-resources that
it will be a long time before the scheme
advances much beyond the trial stage.

Mr Clarko: Was that the day on which
another article appeared In the same
paper?

Mr H, D. EVANS: If it ls necessary to
get back to the stage of quoting, I am
fairly well endowed with extracts. I come
back to the point I made originally: the
political implications which must emanate
from this. The Minister accused the Oppo-
sition of drawing politics into education.
Let us face the situation: no matter how
one views the overall spectrum of educa-
tion it cannot be divorced from Politics
because it is Part of life.

The word "politics" developed from the
word "polis", and from the day-to-day liv-
ing implied in that word. It is so much a
part of our life it is probably the most im-
portant single aspect of the ALP policy, and
it is something we have very good reason to
be concerned with. It is something which
affects every individual and its effects upon
the individual are so important. Education
affects the individual all of his life; the
very Pattern of his living not only in the
vocational field, but in the overall direction
of Personality and everything else which
appertains to the enjoyment of life to the
full.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Blailde): QUESTIONS (3): ON NOTICE
The honourabie member has five minutes.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Education also pro-
vides the only real opportunity for social
mobility. Education is vitally important on
the national scene and I would briefly
cite the situation with regard to Japan
which was reduced to its lowest ebb after
the war. Japan could boast no natural
resources, no areas of arable land, and no
mining to speak of. but today Japan is
one of the leading nations of the world.
That country achieved its position by the
effective development of human resources
and this is the extent to which national
importance must be placed on education.

From that point of view education must,
necessarily, become Part of our considera-
tions. Governments make funds available,
and in the ultimate it all comes back to
finance, So It is that Governments have
to be cognisant of the importance of edu-
cation, and they develop their policies
either from political or genuine motives.
In this case I suggest the motives which
Inspired the Liberal Party are a little
hollow.

The Liberal Party is aware that edu-
cation has been a major Plank in the ALP
Platform. The Liberal Party, on the eve
of the election, told its planning commit-
tee that it would have to come up with
something, which it did with a minimum
amount of research. Difficulties will stem
from that particular exercise and the
result will be alarming.

Sir Charles Court: A lot of research was
done by competent People, and not on the
eve of the election.

Mr H. fl. EVANS: Oh Yes; and we have
gone back to the expert committee. The
committee wil] tell us all about it and come
up with a shiny new penny! Can someone
tell us how the programme will be imple-
mented and how it will work at this time?

That is a fair assessment of the shal-
lowness of the Liberal Party approach to
the education programme during the last
election.

Sir Charles Court: Just sour grapes.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Clark.

House adjourned at 11.06 p.m.

iTrgriattnr JTouucil
Thursday, the 12th September, 1974

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Griffith) took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

SUGAR PRODUCTION
Kununurra

The Hon. H. W. QAYFER, to the MAin-
ister for Justice:
(1) During the visit of Premier

Hielke-Petersen of Queensland,
was the opportunity taken to
discuss the possibility of sugar
being allowed to be grown at
Kununurra in commercial quan-
titles?

(2) If not, and as world contracts are
being negotiated and signed by
Australia for sugar export In the
long term, would not now be the
time to expand, with Queensland's
blessing, the sugar industry into
Kununurra which undoubtedly
has ideal soil and conditions for
an exportable sugar exercise, and
which needs an industry "shot In
the arm"?

(3) If the barrier continues on West-
ern Australian participation in the
sugar export market, can at least
agreement be reached to supply
Western Australia's needs from
Kununurra?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:
(1) The possibility of growing sugar

at Kununurra in commercial
quantities was not formally dis-
cussed.

(2) and (3) The opportunity has been
taken to have the feasibility of
growing sugar on the Ord further
examined with a view to produc-
ing a report on the long-term
future of sugar growing at Kunu-
nurra. Should this report be
favourable, it is considered that
the opposition to Western Aus-
tralia entering sugar growing,
which has existed, may no longer
be apparent. This Is due partly to
the increased world demand for
sugar, partly to the ultimate limit
to expanding Production in
Queensland, and also due to the
fact that the domestic price
makes a monopoly of local market
now unattractive.

2. WUNnOWIE CHARCOAL IRON
AND STEEL INDUSTRY

Castings
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS, to the
Minister for Education:

Further to the granting of a loan
of $700 000 in June, 1972. to the
Wundowie Charcoal iron and
Steel Works, will the Minister
Indicate-
(a) how many castings have been

produced from the Purchased
machinery for sale to other
Industries;


